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cOLLeGe PaRK, md. (June 10, 2019)—
the Prince George’s sierra club Group has
awarded its 2019 Walter “mike” maloney
environmental service award to nancy J.
meyer, c.e.O. of community forklift, a
non-profit reuse center for home improve-
ment supplies in the Port town of edmon-
ston.  the award is presented annually to a
county resident for excellence in local en-
vironmental service.

“this award honors nancy J. meyer’s
outstanding leadership in putting commu-
nity forklift on a positive and sustainable
trajectory—to promote reuse, reduce waste,
and conserve resources; create green jobs;
and build the community in Prince George’s
county,” said martha ainsworth, chair of
the Prince George’s sierra club Group.  the
award was presented to meyer on saturday,
June 8th, at the Prince George’s sierra club
picnic at Watkins Regional Park in Ketter-
ing, maryland.  

in presenting the award, ainsworth re-
minded those present that “at the outset,
community forklift was not assured of suc-
cess.  meyer’s leadership has been a critical
factor in securing the organization’s sur-
vival and sustainability while pursuing its
environmental, economic, and community
development objectives.”

Community Forklift
community forklift is a non-profit reuse

center that accepts donations of unwanted
and salvaged building materials and home
improvement supplies and makes them
available to the public at low cost.  it occu-
pies a 34,000 square foot warehouse on

three acres in edmonston, a working-class
town along the anacostia River.  

However, the non-profit’s objectives go
beyond providing low-cost building and
home improvement supplies.  “the heart
of community forklift is building commu-
nity and people,” according to meyer.
“Reuse provides not only a cycle keeping
the value of materials, it also creates jobs.”
forklift’s mission is to lift up local com-
munities by: promoting reuse, conserving
resources, and keeping discarded building
supplies out of the landfill; creating green

jobs that build the local economy; offering
education on reuse, recycling, and sustain-
able living to the community; and donating
supplies to local non-profits and needy
neighbors.  

Meyer’s Leadership
When community forklift opened in

2005, it was struggling.  meyer saw an ad
for an opening and wanted to help.  “in ad-
dition to a life-long interest in the environ-

Prince George’s Sierra Club Presents Its 
2019 Environmental Service Award to 
Nancy J. Meyer, CEO of Community Forklift

Bowie Offers Early Independence
Day Celebration With 
Free Concert and Fireworks on
July 2 at Prince George’s Stadium

BOWie, md. (June 11, 2019)—
the city of Bowie will host a
free concert and fireworks dis-
play to celebrate independence
Day on tuesday, July 2 at Prince
George’s stadium. the concert,
by legendary band the fabulous
Hubcaps, begins at 7:30 p.m.
and the fireworks are expected
to shoot off at around 9:15 p.m.
the fireworks show will include
an exciting array of pyrotechnics
that will be visible beyond the
stadium.

the fabulous Hubcaps have
been together for over 40 years.
they play cover music from

many fa mous singers and bands
of yesteryear. attendees can ex-
pect songs by tom Jones, Billy
Joel, the Drifters, Benny Good-
man, cher, the Platters, elvis,
Buddy Holly, tina turner, frank
sinatra, Little Richard, the
Beach Boys, and others more
during the performance.

Prince George’s stadium is
located off Ballpark Road near
BJs. (the address is 4101 crain
Highway, Bowie). the parking
lot opens at 5 p.m. and the sta-
dium doors open at 6 p.m.

food and drink will be avail-
able for purchase at the stadium.
for more infor mation, call the
city’s special events Division
at 301-809-3078.

High School Students Attend
‘STEM Boys Night In’ at 
NASA Goddard

the boys completed the rover
challenge, actively listened to nasa
astronaut frederick Gregory speak,
and admired visuals and animations
made by the scientific Visualization
studio.

Community, Page a3

To Be Equal:
Why is the Insurance Industry
Pushing Repeal of Discrimination
Protection?

the national urban League will
not tolerate the erosion of the provi-
sions of the fair Housing act, or the
failure of the Department of Housing
and urban Development to fulfill its
duty.
Commentary, Page a4

Maryland Health Benefit
Exchange Leadership Meets with
County Leaders

the state’s percentage of residents
without health insurance is at a his-
toric low of 6.1 percent, according to
the u.s. census Bureau. close to
85,400 individuals still remain unin-
sured in Prince George’s county.

Business and Finance, Page a5

Movie Review: 
Amazing Grace (documentary)

so this is a behind-the-scenes doc-
umentary as much as it is a concert
film, and you can see the cameramen
scrambling around, wires and cables
everywhere, even Pollack himself
sometimes, emphatically gesturing in-
structions to his crew.

Out on the Town, Page a6

Earth Talk
Dear EarthTalk:

What the heck is a “bionic leaf”
and how does it help the planet?

—William friend, 
Billings, mt

Features, Page a7

INSIDE

By una cOOPeR
City of Bowie

PHOtOGRaPH cReDit 
HaRVaRDGRaDaRtist,
mORGuefiLe.cOm

PHOtOGRaPH cReDit mauRice fitzGeRaLD

Prince George’s County Maryland District 8 Students

PHOtOGRaPH cOuRtesy Of maRian DOmBROsKi

Nancy J. Meyer (center) receives the Prince George’s Sierra Club’s 2019 Environ-
mental Service Award from Martha Ainsworth (left), Chair of the Prince George’s
Sierra Club Group, and a congratulatory Proclamation from the Prince George’s
County Council from Councilwoman Jolene Ivey (right), at Watkins Regional Park. 

By Janis OPPeLt
The Prince George’s Sierra Club Group

See SERVICE AWARD Page A7

OXOn HiLL, md. (June 13, 2019)—the Prince George’s county
Drug Policy coalition, inc. held its 8th annual empowering future
Leaders scholarship Breakfast for the 2019–2020 academic year
on June 13, 2019, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the Harborside Hotel,
6400 Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill, mD 20745.

the Prince George’s county Drug Policy coalition, inc. awarded
23 scholarships to students in the Prince George’s county, maryland
District 8 area. the students who have been awarded this scholar-
ship had to reside in Prince George’s county, maryland District 8

(camp springs, clinton, forest Heights, fort Washington, Glass-
manor, marlow Heights, Oxon Hill), provide an official transcript,
write a one page essay and provide other documentation as listed
on the application, etc. Over the past eight years the Prince
George’s county Drug Policy coalition, inc. has given over
$150,000.00 in scholarships to students, making a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of the youth in Prince George’s county.

every year we have ViP’s, elected officials, and community
leaders come out to celebrate with us. this year mr. Ronald Blakely,
former Deputy, White House initiative on Historically Black col-

Prince George’s County Drug Policy Coalition, Inc.
Awards Scholarships at “Empowering Future
Leaders Scholarship Breakfast 2019”
By sHaWn Hay
for The Prince George’s County Drug Policy Coalition, Inc.

See SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST Page A8

uPPeR maRLBORO, md. (June 14, 2019)—Greenbelt middle
school science teacher manuela Pagunsan is the recipient of the
2019 christa mcauliffe Outstanding teacher award from Prince
George’s county Public schools (PGcPs).

Pagunsan, a 32-year veteran educator, teaches seventh-grade sci-
ence and biology and coaches the science Bowl team. she previously
worked as a science teacher, department chair and science fair coor-
dinator at Oxon Hill middle school.

“ms. Pagunsan’s ongoing dedication to building her skills and
making science fun for students epitomizes the spirit of this award,”
said Dr. monica Goldson, interim chief executive Officer. “Getting
students engaged in stem subjects goes a long way towards devel-
oping future scientists, engineers and mathematicians.”

Pagunsan was one of 20 teachers selected for scholarships to the
stem-focused administrative certification program, a partnership
between PGcPs and the university of maryland. she has focused
recent professional development efforts on teaching science to tal-
ented and Gifted (taG) students, special education, and integrating
technology into the classroom.

“ms. Pagunsan is a hardworking, well-organized, committed
teacher who has given much to our pupils,” said Dr. solomon Os-
ofero, Greenbelt science Department chair. “she enjoys the respect
of her pupils, their parents, her fellow teachers and the school ad-
ministration.”

Pagunsan [was] honored at the annual employee Recognition
Dinner on June 14 at martin’s crosswinds in Greenbelt. Her name
will be added to the christa mcauliffe award plaque at the sasscer
administration Building in upper marlboro.

Other nominees included Jennifer findlater, Benjamin tasker
middle school; shanita Graves, cmit academy-south middle High
Public charter school; Benora mccain-Wigfall, cmit academy–
north elementary Public charter school; Romelita Panga, Dodge
Park elementary; stephanny Powell-Williams, melwood elementary;
Gillian Richards, accokeek academy and carolyn sauer, Kenilworth
elementary.

the christa mcauliffe award honors an outstanding educator
based on competitive standards of excellence established by other
teachers. the award is a tribute to mcauliffe, the teacher-in-space
who lost her life aboard the space shuttle challenger in January 1986.
mcauliffe taught in Prince George’s county from 1971 to 1978.

Greenbelt Middle School
Educator Named
2019 Christa McAuliffe
Outstanding Teacher
By Office Of cOmmunicatiOns
Prince George’s County Public Schools



Local Student Graduates From 
Clarion University
cLaRiOn, Pa. (June 13, 2019)—Maria Farmer, District Heights, mD,
graduated with a msLs information and Library science during may com-
mencement ceremonies at clarion university of Pennsylvania.

—Tina Horner, Clarion University

Cory Simmons Named to Dean’s List at
Anderson University
anDeRsOn, s.c. (June 13, 2019)—Cory Simmons of Bowie was named
to the Dean’s List at anderson university for the spring semester, 2019. in
order to be named to the Dean’s List, a student must maintain a 3.5 grade
point average or higher for the semester.

anderson university congratulates our entire student body for a suc-
cessful 2018–2019 academic year.

anderson university is a selective comprehensive university offering
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees on campus and online. anderson
is ranked in the top tier of US News and World Report’s “Best Regional
universities south,” and is on the publication’s “most innovative;” “Best
Value” and “Best Online Programs” lists. anderson also is ranked a “Best
college” among institutions of higher learning in the southeast by The
Princeton Review and is a three-time apple Distinguished school.

—Andrew J. Beckner, Anderson University

University at Albany Announces Dean’s List of
Distinguished Students For Spring 2019
aLBany, n.y. (June 12, 2019)—the university at albany has announced
the Dean’s List of Distinguished students for the spring 2019 semester.

in order to qualify for this distinction, students at the university at
albany must earn a grade point average of 3.25 or higher during their first
semester of study. in subsequent semesters of study, students must earn a
grade point average of 3.50 or higher.

the following students have been named to the university at albany
Dean’s List:

Bowie, mD: Olubusayo Odusanya
Laurel, mD: Kyara Frames

—Michael Parker, University at Albany

Local Student Named on Dean’s List at 
Denison University
GRanViLLe, Ohio (June 12, 2019)—the following student was among
the 466 students named to Denison university’s 2019 spring semester
dean’s list by Provost Kim coplin. “Denison students thrive as they learn
new modes of thought and are challenged to see the world in complex
ways by faculty who share their own personal enthusiasm for research and
scholarship,” says coplin. students who achieve dean’s list status have
maintained a grade point average of 3.7 or better (out of 4.0) for the
semester. 

Laurel:  Maya Carolina, class of 2021
Built on a foundation of academic breadth, depth, and rigor and lasting

relationships, Denison university unlocks the potential of our students to
be architects of their own lives. We create pathways for our students to
quickly make friends and find mentors. We help them figure out what kind
of lives they want to lead, and we help them develop the skills, values,
habits, networks, and experiences to launch into professions so they can
build those lives. as Denison continues to build upon its strengths, our
focus is on deepening mentorship; expanding the liberal arts curriculum;
reinventing the career exploration process; and leveraging our close prox-
imity to columbus, one of the nation’s best cities for the arts, internships,
and entrepreneurship.

—Ginny Sharkey, Denison University

Upper Marlboro Student Named to 
President’s List at Berkeley College

Nichole Williamson of upper marlboro in Prince George’s county,
mD, has been named to the President’s List at Berkeley college for the
winter 2019 semester.

“i am proud of our students and their academic accomplishments,” said
michael J. smith, President of Berkeley college. “their work ethic and
talent will serve them well as they prepare to graduate and progress toward
their future successes.” 

Berkeley college students who achieve a grade point average of 4.00
with a minimum of 12 academic credits qualify for the President’s List.

a leader in providing career-focused education since 1931, Berkeley
college is accredited by the middle states commission on Higher education
and enrolls more than 7,000 students—including more than 350 international
students—in its master’s, Bachelor’s, and associate’s degree and certificate
programs. students can study in more than 20 career fields. Berkeley
college is comprised of the Larry L. Luing school of Business®, the school
of Professional studies, the school of Health studies and the school of
Liberal arts. the school of Graduate studies offers an mBa in management
online and in Woodland Park, nJ.

Berkeley college has three new york campuses—midtown manhattan,
Brooklyn and White Plains. in new Jersey there are four campuses—
newark, Paramus, Woodbridge and Woodland Park. Berkeley college On-
line® serves a global population. for six consecutive years, u.s. news &
World Report has named Berkeley college among the Best colleges for
Online Bachelor’s Programs and among the Best Online Bachelor’s Pro-
grams for Veterans. the website address is www.Berkeleycollege.edu.

—Ilene Greenfield, Berkeley College

Local Student Sofone Elira Named to 
Spring Dean’s list at Pitt-Bradford
BRaDfORD, Pa. (June 7, 2019)—the university of Pittsburgh at Bradford
has named 300 students to its spring 2019 Dean’s list.

Dean’s list status is awarded to students who have earned a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher.

among those named to the Dean’s list was Sofone Elira, a senior ac-
counting student from Riverdale, mD.

—Kimberly Marcott Weinberg, University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
Around the CountyIn and Around Morningside-Skyline

by mary mcHale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco
by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

SUMMER TEEN SITES
this summer teens can enjoy trips, painting, sports, dodge-

ball, video game tournaments and Diy Kits at teen sites
from June 24–august 9, 2019.  Registration fee is $60 only
open to Prince George’s county Residents only.  Operating
hours are 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  ages 13–17.  

teens can participate in a variety of scheduled trips
throughout the summer along with additional fee on trip-by-
trip basis.  maryland-national capital Park and Planning
commission, Department of Parks and Recreation, southern
area sites are Oxon Hill/fort Washington, Brandywine, up-
per marlboro/Rosaryville, suitland/morningside areas.  for
more information please contact alexandria Wilson at 301-
203-6000; tty 301-699-2544.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
angelica Brooks (’02) a Bowie state university graduate

and high school choral director was named the 2019 Prince
George’s county teacher of the year for her outstanding
work nurturing young vocalists.

“she was selected from among 24 outstanding nominees
from one of the nation’s 25 largest school districts.  an 11-
year veteran educator in the county, Brooks is the choral di-
rector at Bowie High school.  under her direction, the Bowie
High school choral program is known as the best in the
school district and the state.”  “she has built a reputation for
being one of the best in her field,” said her principal, Robynne
Prince. 

“Brooks was nominated for the county’s top educator
award in 2012.  a year later, she was a quarterfinalist for the
Grammy music educator of the year award.  the maryland
music educators association gave her superior ratings in
choral excellence from 2013–2018, and in 2014, she received
a Board of education award for superior state chorus ratings.
she will complete against educators from the state’s other
23 school systems for maryland teacher of the year.”

JUNE BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday to William King, stephnie samuel, Jas-

mine taylor, tony Hall, sandra miley, Ruth Wilson, Ren-
dell crawford, Rita Pinkney, June fauber, Louise Gordon,
sally fauber Lucas, yolanda Jackson, atara serene scott-
Bourne, avis Balkcom-Williams, Jazzmyn simmons, carol
Bell, eddie Wilson, Beverly Baker, madison falby, Ray-

mond Porchea, alston Knight, Kendra neal, christopher
Quarm, Rodney tyree, shiloh Bell, Barbara Harris, Rah-
saan silas thomas who are clinton united methodist
church members celebrating birthdays during the month
of June 2019. 

MEN’S DAY CELEBRATION
Westphalia united methodist church will be celebrating

men’s Day, sunday, June 23, 2019.  Guest Preachers are
Rev. eldridge spearman Jezreel Baptist and Rev. Jason
Robinson senior Pastor Brooks united methodist church.
music by Westphalia men’s choir.  Phone number is 301-
735-9373. Website is www.westphaliaum.org  church address
is 9363 D’arcy Road, upper marlboro, maryland 20774.
Rev. Dr. timothy West senior Pastor.

SENIORS 60 AND BETTER
enjoy a wide range of recreation service for seniors 60

and older.  some of the activities are recreation classes,
senior clubs, tours and trips, health and fitness programs,
nutrition program, special events, free fitness Room iD card,
free community center iD card for county residents and
many more services.  call 301-699-2255, tty 301-699-
2544 or visit pparks.com for more information.

M-NCPPC TRIALS
Patuxent River Park at 16000 croom airport Road in up-

per marlboro, maryland has 8 miles of trails great for hiking,
biking, walking, or horseback riding.  canoe or kayak rentals
are available at a cost.  Please call 301-627-6074 for more
information.

Watkins Regional Park/nature center has 6 miles of trails
for walking, hiking, and bike riding at 301 Watkins Park
Drive, upper marlboro, maryland 20774.  telephone number
is 301-218-6702.

“THE BODYGUARD THE MUSICAL”
come and go with us to toby’s Dinner theatre in co-

lumbia, maryland to see “the Bodyguard the musical” spon-
sored by christ united methodist church (new Hope fel-
lowship (Parish) Outreach ministry 229019 christ church
Road, aquasco, maryland 20608.  Rev. constance smith,
Pastor.  contact Deborah Proctor (301) 275-2544, Beverly
cole (240)-419-7258.

Jody responds to Wayne’s
Memories

“thanks, Wayne, for the memories,
and to mary for sharing them.

“i completely agree that growing up
in morningside was as good as may-
berry. the friendships we made are still
strong today.  in my case, i had two
aunts and my grandparents in town and
it was great to have family that close. 

“Riding bikes from the top of suit-
land Road (aka near the Gi supermar-
ket) all the way through town ending at
the morningside firehouse was one of
my favorite things to do.

“the parade, as Wayne said, along
suitland Road to the VfW, was always
a fun time.  i loved being a majorette
with my cousins michael & Ronda
Himes and my sister tammy Bowman
while my (male) cousins, Lee, Randy,
Dennis & mike Himes, were in the
Drum & Bugle corps, led by mr. tony!!

“Dances at morningside elementary
and foulois Junior High were always a
blast and staying out late to play Kick
the can was the best. 

“and i had my ears pierced (shhh!
my Dad never knew) at age 13 by my
friend who was only 12.  Oh the mem-
ories....i carry them with me always.”

thank you to Jody (Bowman) nyers
for the memories.

Morningside 4th of July is the best
the annual morningside independ-

ence Day Parade will kick off about 11
from the firehouse, march suitland
Road and wend its way to Patterson
Park in the town.  i’ll be watching the
Parade from beneath the big tree at suit-
land Road Baptist church.  come by
and introduce yourself.

then follows several hours of fun
family activities  and venders in morn-
ingside.  i’ll verify what’s going to be
there in next week’s column.

and at dusk there'll be fantastic fire-
works.

Neighbors and other good people
i’ve received word that thomas

“tommy” franks died in January.  He
owned the Village Barn back in the
1950s or ’60s.  i can’t find an obit.  can
anyone tell me more about him?

the morningside Volunteer fire De-
partment regularly highlights a member
of the department.  this week it’s
spencer Drakontaidis, a West Point
graduate and software engineer.  He
joined the mVfD last year “to serve
the public and contribute to a cause
greater than himself.”  a former live-in
volunteer told him the morningside fire
Department was the perfect place to
challenge himself and share a sense of
community with other volunteers.  He
came to the Department with his fire-
fighter certifications and is currently
learning his emergency medical tech-
nician certification.

Pastoral changes
every June the archdiocese of

Washington announces priest transfers.
for our greater area:

fr. edward Hegnauer, pastor of st.
Philip’s, will become pastor of Our
Lady of Victory Parish in Washington. 

fr. Patrick s. Lewis will be moving
from the shrine of the Little flower
Parish in Bethesda to be administrator
(pastor) at st. Philip’s.  (“administra-
tor” is a title used for first-time pas-
tors.)

fr. G. Paul Herbert, pastor at st. ig-
natius Parish in Oxon Hill, will go into
retirement. 

Changing landscape
in clinton, the surratt House prop-

erty now extends to Woodyard Road at
Brandywine Road.  this new green
space will soon include a variety of
plants and trees appropriate to southern
maryland during the mid-1800s.  it’ll
include benches and a memorial plaque
honoring Judith miller, granddaughter
of BK miller who years ago sold the
surratt House and one acre of land to
the maryland-national capital Park &
Planning commission (m-ncPPc)
who now manages the House.

county exec alsobrooks has an-
nounced nine winners of commercial
Property improvement Program grants,
a total of $1.9 million to revitalize shop-
ping centers.  among them are several
near us: the shops at iverson, st. Barn-
abas Plaza and the Landing at Wood-
yard in clinton.

surratts-clinton Branch Library is
due to close July 1 for renovation.  the
county budget includes $6.9 million
for the library, which is scheduled to
reopen in 2020.

“it’s academic,” the long-running
local high school quiz show, has been
in need of a new home because nBc
studio is scheduled for renovation.
now they have that new home—
World medianet studios in national
Harbor.

Cats & Dogs
imagine taking care of eight pup-

pies, and their mom.  that’s what my
daughter sheila and John mudd and
their kids sam and claire are doing.
they responded to a request by an an-
imal rescue organization and took on
puppy care when the pups were only
two weeks old.  the organization has
provided most of the required supplies
and loads of instruction, including hav-
ing them weigh the pups and record
weight daily.  the family will care for
them until they are 8 weeks old, at
which time the pups will be vaccinated
and offered for sale.  sheila tells me
they have never had so much com-
pany—everyone wants to see these lit-
tle critters. 

i understand that June is adopt-a-
cat month.  and the price is only $5,
including spay/neuter, vaccines and mi-
crochip.  check your local shelter for
information.

Milestones
Happy birthday to grandson conor

mcHale, aletheia fadness, mark With-
erow sr. and antonio Jackson, June 21;
Gary fadness, June 22; edson cook,
June 23; Gloria R. Johnson, June 24;
michael taylor and Larry frostbutter,
June 25; angela Booth and mable
Hemmes, June 26; charles “chuckie”
Henry, Rose Hoffman, Veda curcio,
shawn Kumra and cathryn cordero
Pracht, June 27.

Happy 18th anniversary to tim and
Becki cordero on June 23; and happy
46th to mary and mike Dawes on June
23.

Happy first Day of summer 2019
on June 21! 

Local Students Honored



June 20 — June 26, 2019 — The Prince George’s Post — A3

COMMUNITY
The American Counseling Association’s 

Counseling Corner
You Can Overcome 
Feelings of Shyness

each of us, at times, feels anxious about a situation we’re
currently in or about to enter. if such feelings are the norm for
you, you may feel you’re “shy” and may find you’re labeled as
such by others. 

Being shy seems cute when it’s a small child hiding behind a
parent’s leg but as we get older, being shy can leave us feeling
needlessly anxious and often keeps us from opportunities and
relationships from which we might benefit. extreme cases of
feeling shy can sometimes meet the criteria for social anxiety
disorder or social phobia. 

fortunately, there are a number of steps a person can take to
try to overcome shyness and social anxiety.  the simplest is to
act with more confidence and to try new things. shy people often
suffer from poor self-esteem and low self-confidence. taking
positive action can help minimize those problems.

an important step is to try new things even if doing so may
make you anxious. Often a shy person imagines how poorly
doing something like going to a party or engaging in a new social
activity will turn out, and then avoids it.  But when someone ig-
nores that anxiety and takes that step toward doing something
new, it often turns out better than expected.

One way to head in that positive direction is to increase your
interaction with others. start up a conversation in a checkout
line or talk to a stranger at the coffee shop or gym or in a store.
Having small, positive social contacts helps build confidence
and open up new horizons.

you can also demonstrate growing confidence just in the way
you walk and talk. make eye contact in conversations, hold your
head high and speak clearly and effectively. Don’t be afraid to
make physical contact such as shaking hands or giving hugs.

the key to overcoming social anxiety and shyness is to take
some chances in order to recognize and overcome your fears.
try going to a movie with an acquaintance rather than just a
close friend. Be a bit vulnerable by offering opinions, asking
questions and carrying on meaningful conversations. as you do
things that normally you’d be afraid to try, you’ll find your self-
confidence increasing.

Overcoming shyness takes effort and can seem frightening. if
you need help in moving forward, consider talking to a profes-
sional counselor who can assist you in building a more confident
you.

counseling corner is provided by the American Counseling 
Association. Comments and questions to ACAcorner@
counseling.org or visit the ACA website at
www.counseling.org.

ziOn, ill. (June 7, 2019)—Recently, Dalitso chinkhota, a rectal
cancer survivor from capitol Heights, md., joined more than 100
fellow five-year cancer survivors at cancer treatment centers of
america® (ctca) chicago for its 31st annual celebrate Life®
event.

By 2040, it is estimated that there will be more than 26 million
cancer survivors in the united states. as medical research and treat-
ment options continue to advance, more people than ever are living
as cancer survivors. survivorship is the new frontier in cancer care,
and hospitals like ctca® chicago offer an integrated care approach
to help patients achieve a high quality of life.

Occurring during national cancer survivor month each June,
celebrate Life is an annual event that brings together both cancer
survivors and caregivers for a day of empowerment and celebration.
survivors stand united to support one another, celebrate the moments
they’ve gained and encourage those who are currently navigating
their own cancer journey.  

at the hospital campus in zion, ill., the event officially started
as the first of seven coach buses, filled with jubilant celebrants,
caregivers and loved ones rolled to a stop in front of the hospital.
as the doors opened, the eager passenger’s first step was on to a red
carpet lined with hundreds of cheering families, friends, caregivers
and hospital care team members.

after the red-carpet walk, chinkhota took part in a commemorative
tree planting ceremony, symbolizing the wonder of life and growth.
the 2019 celebrate Life event marks the 31st year that a tree has
been planted in honor of each five-year survivor in attendance,
helping replenish and strengthen our nation’s landscape with a thriving
forest of life-giving trees symbolic of cancer survivorship.

as an added level of significance to this year’s celebrate Life,
for the first time ever, all five ctca hospitals, located in arizona,
Georgia, illinois, Philadelphia, and Phoenix, hosted a local celebrate
Life event during the same week, where in total over 1,500 five-
year cancer survivors were honored, representing 47 of 50 u.s.
states and the District of columbia.

“Our experience with ctca chicago has been amazing,” said
chinkhota. “Being a five-year celebrant means the world to me.
more than anything, i am blessed to enjoy my family and everything
else that life has to offer. i cherish every moment and experience.”

as celebrants and their families enjoyed the festivities, they
shared stories of survivorship with one another and took time to
visit patients in the hospital who are currently going through their
cancer journey, offering a traditional “Hope” pin coupled with words
of support. many also reflected on moments they have been able to
share with their families and how they view life through a new lens
due to their cancer journey. Before the day concluded, each celebrant
was personally honored on stage, in front of and along with their
fellow five-year survivors.

“five years ago, this astounding group of cancer survivors came to
cancer treatment centers of america chicago with a great sense of
hope, searching for answers and innovative treatment options that fit
their specific needs,” said Pete Govorchin, President and ceO, ctca
chicago. “We’re proud to honor each celebrant’s strength and perse-
verance through their journey. today is not only a testament to the
ctca five-year cancer survivors, but to all survivors.”

for more information on celebrate Life or ctca chicago, please
visit: www.cancercenter.com.

cancer treatment centers of america Global, inc. (ctca) is a com-
prehensive cancer care network of hospitals and outpatient care cen-
ters in Atlanta, Chicago, Philadelphia, Phoenix and Tulsa. Specializing
in the treatment of adult cancer patients, CTCA® offers an integrative
approach to care that combines surgery, radiation, chemotherapy,
and immunotherapy with advancements in precision cancer treatment
and supportive therapies designed to manage side effects and enhance
quality of life both during and after treatment. CTCA also offers qual-
ified patients a range of clinical trials that may reveal new treatment
options supported by scientific and investigational research. CTCA
patient satisfaction scores consistently rank among the highest for all
cancer care providers in the country. Visit cancercenter.com, Face-
book.com/cancercenter and Twitter.com/cancercenter.

By maDDie WOJtaLeWicz
for Cancer Treatment Centers of America®

Five-Year Cancer Survivor from Capitol Heights
Celebrates Life with More than 100 Fellow Survivors
Survivors from Across the Nation Gathered for 31st Annual Celebrate Life event—Celebration of Hope and
Commemorative Tree Planting Ceremony—at Cancer Treatment Centers of America® Chicago

PHOtO cOuRtesy ctca

Dalitso Chinkhota, Chris Stephenson, DO, Member of CTCA
National Board of Directors.

WasHinGtOn, D. c. (June 11, 2019)––Heroine: [her- ōh-in]
“one who shows great courage; a woman, or girl, noted for coura-
geous action or nobility of character.” each year aaa honors the
exceptional actions of children who serve in their schools as
school safety patrollers.

this year, a duo of young aaa school safety Patrollers from
silver spring, maryland, shelby taft and sadie Haynes, acted
quickly when a kindergarten student broke free from the safety
of his mother’s hands and ran towards the road. Both hometown
heroines receive[d] the Lifesaving medal during a ceremony at
Oakland terrace elementary on tuesday, June 11th at 9:30 a.m. 

“the tremendous stories of courage and sacrifice demonstrated
by this year’s winners give us all something to celebrate,” said
Leah scully, traffic safety community educator, mid-atlantic
foundation for safety & education.

in addition, the following students have been designated Out-
standing aaa school safety Patroller in each of their schools.
they were nominated by their school for excelling in their duties
and going above and beyond the line of duty on a regular basis.

Other hometown heroes and heroines include:
• Marco Assam, Thomas G. Pullen Creative & Performing
Arts Academy, in Landover, MD

• noah Blaine, sycamore Park elementary in culpeper, Va
• Benjamin Hawkins, canterbury Woods elementary, annandale,

Va
• emily ivanich, crossfield elementary, Herndon, Va
• anthony Rodriguez, meadowland elementary, in sterling, Va
• savannah simmons, saratoga elementary, springfield, Va
• summer smith, Bradley Hills elementary in Bethesda, mD
• alexandra stephens, Waynewood elementary, alexandria, Va

the mid-atlantic foundation for safety and education, a non-
profit charitable organization affiliated with aaa mid-atlantic,
will provide each honoree with a $100 Visa gift card and a
plaque recognizing their accomplishments.

the mid-atlantic foundation for safety and education is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3), tax-exempt corporation dedicated to educating,
training and raising the level of traffic and travel safety awareness
for all. Through your generous contributions the Foundation works
to make schools, communities and roads a safer place for everyone
by providing resources & education programs for children, teens,
adults and seniors.

By JOHn B. tOWnsenD ii
AAA Mid-Atlantic 

Mid-Atlantic Foundation For
Safety And Education Honors
Outstanding AAA School Safety
Patrollers in the Washington,
D.C. Metro Area

early friday afternoon, June 7, nearly 50
high school boys arrived at nasa’s Goddard
space flight center in Greenbelt, maryland,
to attend the first stem Boys night in sleep-
over, following a similar event held for girls
in november.

these rising juniors and seniors traveled
from public school systems in Virginia and
maryland to the Greenbelt campus to learn,
experiment, network, and connect with male
role models in stem careers. it was in-
tended as an analog to the stem Girls night
in, which was last hosted in 2018.

the event began at 2 p.m. on friday, June
7 in the Goddard Visitor center. Dozens of

students toting backpacks, sleeping bags,
and pillows wandered through the scientific
displays and exhibits before gathering in the
theater for opening remarks by chief of the
Office of communications michelle Jones.

Jones spoke of the diversity of career op-
tions at Goddard. “We have seamstresses.
We have lawyers. We have engineers, doc-
tors, and teachers—there’s something for
everyone here.”

Goddard Director chris scolese spoke to
the boys about the role of Goddard in the
history of space exploration and what en-
deavors the center focuses on today.

“‘it’s difficult to say what’s impossible,
for the dream of yesterday is the hope of to-
day and the reality of tomorrow,’” scolese
said, quoting center namesake and rocketry

pioneer Robert Goddard.
“that’s what we do at
nasa. We try to turn
dreams and hopes into re-
ality.”

for Justin carroll, a ris-
ing senior at Lafayette High
school in Williamsburg,
Virginia, contemplating a
future with nasa was al-
ready part of his motivation
for attending the stem
Boys night in.

“for my whole life i’ve
been interested in space,”
carroll said. “Right now,
i’m looking at aerospace
engineering. i want to de-
sign spacecraft—anything
to help the effort to further
mankind.”

following an enthusias-
tically received pizza work-

ing dinner, the boys split into groups and
began their first project of the night: the
rover challenge. Group members selected
their own official roles in the building and
eventual presentation of functioning lunar
rovers that would even have their own stu-
dent-designed mission patches.

“i’m both the communications specialist
and project manager for my group,” said
Heith Haroo, rising junior at tuscarora High
school in Leesburg, Virginia. “i like to be
in control of situations,” he added.

though still unsure about what specific
career he wants to pursue, Haroo spoke of
an interest in becoming a mathematician.

“i like math because i can understand it,”
Haroo said. “solving problems is satisfying.
i don’t really know what i want to do in the
future, but i might want to work at God-
dard.”

the boys completed the rover challenge,
actively listened to nasa astronaut fred-
erick Gregory speak, and admired visuals
and animations made by the scientific Vi-
sualization studio.

Leslee scott, public affairs specialist in
Goddard’s Office of communications, co-
ordinated the event.

“they stepped outside their comfort zone
and embraced new challenges,” scott said.
“they truly immersed themselves in the ex-
perience.”

the boys headed home the morning of
saturday, June 8. scolese said he hopes the
experience was a rewarding and meaningful
one for all involved.

“We wanted the students to think,
‘there’s a place for me at Goddard, and
there’s a place for me in the stem fields,’”
scolese said. “i would say it was very much
a success.”

PHOtOGRaPH cReDit nasa/GODDaRD/DeBORa mccaLLum

A boy races his moon rover on an image of Moon craters
after designing, building and testing it with his team at
STEM Boys Night In at the Goddard Visitors Center.

By tamsyn BRann
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center

High School Students Attend 
‘STEM Boys Night In’ at NASA Goddard



annaPOLis, md. (June 14, 2019)—[Last fri-
day,] Lt. Governor Boyd K. Rutherford was an-
nounced as the recipient of the Douglass Leader-
ship institute’s Leadership award. Dr. alveda
King, activist, author, and niece of Dr. martin
Luther King, Jr., announced the recognition during
the 2019 Juneteenth celebration at the Banneker-
Douglass museum, the official african american
museum of the state of maryland. Juneteenth is
an american holiday that honors the announcement
of the abolition of slavery on June 19, 1865 and 
the emancipation of enslaved
african americans.

“it is a tremendous honor to
receive this award, and i would
like to thank the Douglass Lead-
ership institute and Dr. King for
this incredible recognition,” said
Lt. Governor Rutherford. “in re-
flecting on the history of June-
teenth and the significance of
figures like frederick Douglass,
i find myself profoundly grateful
for the generations of african
american leaders who came be-
fore me and made it possible for
our community to have a voice
in the leadership of our state.

“maryland will never forget
the important and impactful
legacy of our african american
community, and our administra-
tion remains committed to pre-
serving its history and heritage,”
he continued. “i am immensely
proud to receive this award as
we encourage future generations
to continue recognizing how our
history has built our present, and
will influence our future.”

the celebration also featured a panel discussion
including Dr. King and Rev. Dean nelson, Presi-
dent of the Douglass Leadership institute. in ad-
dition to her activism, Dr. King is a commissioner
for the frederick Douglass Bicentennial commit-
tee. she is currently visiting historic places for
african american leaders and communities in
maryland to commemorate Juneteenth.

Both Douglass Leadership institute and Ban-
neker-Douglass museum are named after frederick
Douglass, a national leader of the abolitionist move-
ment and former u.s. ambassador to Haiti. He is
also known as the author of “narrative of the Life
of frederick Douglass, an american slave.”

annaPOLis, md. (June 11, 2019)—Governor
Larry Hogan today sent a letter to u.s. treasury
secretary steven mnuchin, urging the federal ad-
ministration to reconsider its decision to delay
the release of the Harriet tubman twenty-dollar
bill. the governor cited concerns that, while the
release was originally slated for 2020, “citizens
across maryland and the country will instead
have to wait nearly a decade for this new bill to
reach general circulation.”

“Dorchester county, maryland is incredibly
proud to be a steward of Harriet tubman’s lasting
legacy, but her influence reaches far beyond the
borders of our great state,” wrote Governor
Hogan. “i hope that your department will recon-
sider its decision and instead join our efforts to
promptly memorialize tubman’s life and many
achievements.”

tubman overcame abuse, war, chronic illness,
and extreme injustice to make her mark on amer-
ican history as a suffragette, an abolitionist, and
a civil War veteran. People from across the nation
and around the world have shown great interest
in preserving and promoting her story. the Harriet
tubman underground Railroad state Park and
Visitors center in church creek, which Governor
Hogan marked the grand opening of in 2017, 
receives hundreds of thousands of visitors 
each year from all 50 states and over 60 
countries.

“she dedicated her life in selfless service to
others and to the cause of freedom,” the governor
said. “Her unbelievable acts of heroism, courage,
and sacrifice have more than earned her rightful
place among our nation’s most pivotal leaders.
she deserves this honor.”

WasHinGtOn, Dc (June 13, 2019)—con-
gressman steny H. Hoyer (mD-05) released the
following statement today after the u.s. Depart-
ment of agriculture (usDa) announced the re-
location of the economic Research service (eRs)
and national institute of food and agriculture
(nifa) to the Kansas city region:

“the usDa’s announcement today that it will
relocate the economic Research service and the
national institute of food and agriculture to the
Kansas city region is the wrong decision. this
relocation will prove to be not only disruptive to
the important work being done by both agencies

on behalf of the american people, but harmful
to the morale of our federal civilian workforce.
furthermore, it will have negative consequences
for many families in the fifth District forced to
choose between uprooting their lives in maryland
or losing their jobs. i worked to include language
in the fiscal year 2020 agriculture appropria-
tions bill that would prohibit usDa from using
any funds for this relocation. it is alarming that
the administration is rushing ahead with this re-
location in order to circumvent congress. i will
continue to explore all options to reverse this
decision.”

“As long as the color of a man's skin determines
his choice of housing, no investment in the physical
rebuilding of our cities will free the men and
women living there. … A nation that aspires to
greatness cannot be a divided nation—with whites
and Negroes entrenched behind barriers of mutual
suspicion and fear.”

—President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
letter to congress, april 1966 

Racial discrimination in housing harms not only
families who struggle to find homes, but commu-
nities still plagued by segregation. Housing seg-
regation reinforces racism and diminishes us as a
nation. 

so why is the insurance industry fighting to
tear down one of the most important tools we have
for preventing discrimination?

under pressure from the insurance industry, the

Department of Housing and urban Development
is considering revising its regulation on “disparate
impact” claims in the fair Housing act, the land-
mark legislation that bans housing discrimination
on the basis of race and other factors. Other federal
agencies are considering similar action.

under the concept of disparate impact, actions
can amount to discrimination if they have an un-
even effect even if that was not the intent. 

the supreme court affirmed the principle of
disparate impact in its 2015 decision in Texas De-
partment of Housing and Community Affairs v. In-
clusive Communities Project. Writing for the ma-
jority, Justice anthony Kennedy said “recognition
of disparate-impact liability under the fHa also
plays a role in uncovering discriminatory intent:
it permits plaintiffs to counteract unconscious prej-
udices and disguised animus that escape easy clas-
sification as disparate treatment.”

that case revolved around the tax credits the
federal government provides for developers who
build low-income housing. the inclusive com-
munities Project sued the texas agency responsible
for administering these tax credits for allocating

too many tax credits “in predominantly Black in-
ner-city areas and too few in predominantly white
suburban neighborhoods.” the policy effectively
kept Black families out of predominantly white
neighborhoods. 

But even though the disparate impact princi-
ple is settled law, the insurance industry contin-
ues to push the trump administration to chal-
lenge it.

economic justice is dependent upon fair hous-
ing. moving from a high-poverty neighborhood
to a low-poverty neighborhood raised incomes,
improved college attendance, and reduced teen-
age pregnancy, a Harvard study found. zip code
is a better indicator of life expectancy than genetic
code.

to stand in the way of fair housing is to oppose
racial equality itself.

as a civil rights organization devoted to fair
housing for more than 100 years, the national ur-
ban League will not tolerate the erosion of the
provisions of the fair Housing act, or the failure
of the Department of Housing and urban Devel-
opment to fulfill its duty.
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COMMENTARY

Steny H. Hoyer
Maryland Congressional District 5

Governor Hogan Urges Federal Treasury
To Release Tubman $20 Bill in 2020
Pens Letter to Secretary Mnuchin to Reconsider Extended Timeline

uPPeR maRLBORO, md. (June 14, 2019)—
On June 14, 2019, 18 individuals were recog-
nized by the Prince George’s county Department
of corrections for completing all the necessary
requirements to obtain their high school diploma
while incarcerated in 2018 and 2019. Only five
of the 18 graduates were still in the jail’s custody
and available to attend the commencement 
ceremony.

Department of corrections administrators were
present for the commence ceremony, including
Director mary Lou mcDonough and her Deputy
Directors. the room was also filled with gradu-
ates’ family members and inmates currently work-
ing to attain their high school diplomas.

the guest speaker was marie crabbe, Division
chief of inmate services, who congratulated hon-
orees and encouraged them to use their life for
good and service to the community. Her speech
addressed each graduate directly and described
the characteristics that made them strong enough
to complete the program.

“Obtaining a high school diploma opens the
door for a lot of employment opportunities. some
of our officers’ formal education stops at a high
school diploma and they have careers, families,
homes and successful lives,” Director mcDo-
nough told the graduates, clarifying that they are
receiving high school diplomas and not General
educational Development certificates.

each of the five graduates were called to the
front of the room where they were presented their
high school diploma and posed for a picture with
Department administrators. 

Larry Hogan
Governor of Maryland

Inmates Recognized For Obtaining
High School Diploma
By anDReW R. cePHas
Prince George’s County Department 
of Corrections

Lt. Governor Boyd K. Rutherford
Chosen For Douglass Leadership
Institute Leadership Award
Award Announced During Juneteenth Celebration with 
Dr. Alveda King, Niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

By HannaH maRR
Maryland Governor’s Press Office 

LaRGO, md. (June 14, 2019)—[On June 14],
congressman steny H. Hoyer (mD-05) and con-
gressman anthony Brown (mD-04) participated
in a roundtable discussion on health disparities
among minority groups in maryland. During the
discussion, congressmen Hoyer and Brown dis-
cussed the ongoing efforts by Democrats in con-
gress to lower health care and prescription drug
costs and reduce disparities in health care. they
also heard from community stakeholders about
the work being done in Prince George’s county
to expand access to affordable health care.  

“among the most persistent health care chal-
lenges facing our communities are the disparities
among minority populations,” said congressman
Hoyer. “in Prince George’s county, african
americans have higher rates of death from dia-
betes, strokes, and heart failure. Only 60% of
Hispanic american adults in our county have
health coverage compared to 87% of county res-
idents overall. the affordable care act made
significant strides in expanding affordable health
coverage and bringing down the rate of uninsured
americans, but there is still much more we must
do to work to end disparities in health care.”

“as majority Leader, i’ve brought to the floor
legislation to stop the trump administration from
sabotaging the affordable care act and ensuring
those with pre-existing conditions can’t be denied

coverage,” continued congressman Hoyer. “But
we must do more. i appreciated the opportunity
to sit down with stakeholders from across the re-
gion to discuss how best to meet the challenges
facing families in the fifth District. congressman
Brown and i will continue to advocate for mary-
landers in congress, and work to expand access
to affordable, quality care to more families.”

“House Democrats are working to help more
americans get access to affordable health care
even as the trump administration continues to
undermine our health care system,” said con-
gressman Brown. “By working in a bipartisan
manner to shore up the affordable care act,
lower the cost of prescription drugs, and protect
innovative state programs that lower health care
premiums, Democrats are keep our promises to
the american people. But we can’t stop there.
i’m glad to join majority Leader Hoyer in dis-
cussing how we can better meet the health care
needs of residents living in low-income and med-
ically underserved communities.”

since January, House Democrats have passed
ten bills to address the cost of health care and
prescription drugs. additionally, Democrats au-
thorized the House to intervene in the texas v.
united states lawsuit and passed a resolution ex-
pressing opposition to the trump administration’s
efforts to sabotage the law.  

Hoyer, Brown Participate in Roundtable
On Disparities in Health Care 



BaLtimORe, md. (June 14, 2019)—maryland
Health Benefit exchange leadership met with com-
munity leaders in college Park yesterday as part
of its regional forum initiative. the forums are an
opportunity for mHBe leadership to engage with
local leaders and share ideas to strengthen the fu-
ture of maryland Health connection, the state’s
official health insurance marketplace.

“meeting with our partners and community
leaders in Prince George’s county allows us to
recap our success in this area and recognize the
needs of the members of this community,” said
michele eberle, executive director of maryland
Health Benefit exchange. “this forum was a
chance to discuss what’s ahead and strategize on
how to make the 2020 enrollment period even
more successful in Prince George’s county. We
are excited to implement the feedback we received
at this forum and continue to plan for our next
open enrollment period starting november 1.”

the state’s percentage of residents without
health insurance is at a historic low of 6.1 percent,
according to the u.s. census Bureau. close to
85,400 individuals still remain uninsured in Prince
George’s county. Of those, an estimated 26,000
individuals would qualify for medicaid and an-
other 55,000 would qualify for financial assistance
to lower the cost of health insurance. the 2020
open enrollment period will run from nov. 1 to
Dec. 15, 2019. marylanders eligible for medicaid
can enroll year-round. 

WasHinGtOn (June 13, 2019)—[Last week,]
u.s. senator chris Van Hollen and congressman
Jamie Raskin (both D-md.) announced the intro-
duction of the Handgun Purchaser Licensing act,
along with senators Richard Blumenthal and chris
murphy and congresswoman Jahana Hayes (all
D-conn.). the bill creates a federal grant program
to incentivize state and local governments to enact
laws requiring individuals to obtain a license be-
fore purchasing a handgun—which have been sta-
tistically proven to be effective in reducing firearm
homicides and keeping guns out of the hands of
prohibited individuals. it comes as the John Hop-
kins center for Gun Policy and Research released
a new white paper detailing the effectiveness of
handgun licensing—including fingerprinting and
in-person applications—in reducing gun violence.

this new grant program would be structured so

that to qualify, a state’s permit-to-purchase (PtP)
law must require the individual applying for the li-
cense is at least 21 years old and go through a law
enforcement agency. applicants would be required
to provide fingerprints and photographs to law en-
forcement, as well as undergo a background check,
before receiving the purchasing license.

“every single day, gun violence tears at the
fabric of our families and our communities. and
of the thousands of americans murdered every
year by firearms, over 90 percent of those deaths
occur with a handgun. Permit-to-purchase laws
have been proven to change that, and we should
be doing everything we can to encourage states to
put these programs in place,” said senator Van
Hollen, who first introduced this legislation in
2015. “states require licenses to drive a car in
order to protect public safety—requiring a license
to buy a handgun should be a no-brainer.”

“Handgun licensing saves lives for the same
reason drivers’ licensing saves lives,” said con-

gressman Raskin. “it takes the dangerous people
out of our way as much as possible. that’s why
i’m happy to introduce this legislation in the House
with congresswoman Jahana Hayes and to work
alongside my maryland colleague senator chris
Van Hollen as he pushes this bill in the senate.
When i was in the maryland state senate, i worked
to pass one of the most comprehensive gun safety
laws in the nation, and maryland now has some
of the nation’s best firearm safety laws, including
stringent licensing requirements for all handgun
purchasers. since i came to congress, i’ve been
working to bring our best state innovations to the
federal level. the Handgun Purchaser Licensing
act will strengthen the federal-state partnership
as we advance commonsense gun safety reform.”

“the evidence is clear: sensible handgun laws
save lives. all states require licenses to drive a car or
hunt or fish—so why not handguns, which can kill?
Requiring a license to purchase a deadly weapon is
at least as important as requiring one to drive a car.
a bill as basic as encouraging states to adopt respon-
sible handgun licensing should win broad, bipartisan
support,” said senator Blumenthal.

“the evidence is clear. When connecticut
passed a permit-to-purchase law we saw gun homi-

cides go down by 40 percent. that’s an astounding
number. Our state is working tirelessly to reduce
gun violence and save lives,” said senator murphy.
“this bill helps to reduce violence by encouraging
states to keep guns out of the hands of criminals
or people who fail a background check. it’s time
for congress to listen to the vast majority of the
american public who want action on common-
sense gun violence prevention.”  

“it is often said that states are the laboratories
of democracy. this is a perfect example of that
idea. We know connecticut’s permit-to-purchase
law has saved lives and we need to replicate it on
the federal level to bring this commonsense ap-
proach to the rest of the country,” said congress-
woman Hayes.

maryland and connecticut are among the 9
states that currently have PtP laws on the books.
using mortality data from the center for Disease
control, a 2015 study by Johns Hopkins university
determined that when comparing to similar states
with no PtP laws, connecticut’s PtP law reduced
firearm homicides by 40 percent. in 2007, missouri
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Ask Rusty:

Couple With Age Difference
Planning Benefits
By RusseLL GLOOR, 
amac certified social security advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: 
i am nearing my full retirement age of 66 and given the differ-

ences in age of my wife and i, and the retirement benefits we will
each receive; i was wondering what the best options are for us
claiming ss and when. i am 65 and will turn 66 (my full retirement
age) in september and my benefit then will be $2347/month as per
the latest estimate on the ssa website. my Wife is currently 58
years old. Her full retirement age is 67, which will be in January
2028. Her estimated ss benefit at full retirement age will be
$2498/month. i have read some things regarding being able to defer
one of the benefit payments and receive the other (higher) amount
based on certain criteria. i’m not sure if it would apply or be of ben-
efit to us but was wondering if it would. i am looking for the best
options to receive the most in benefits that would apply to us.
Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning: i think you’re referring to the “restricted application”
which can be used to collect spousal benefits while allowing your
own to grow, but i’m afraid that is not something you can take ad-
vantage of. it’s an option not available to your wife because her
birth year is after the cutoff imposed for that option by the Bipartisan
Budget act of 2015, and it’s not available to you because your wife
isn’t yet eligible to collect social security on her own work record.

you have the option to take your full benefits in september at
your full retirement age (fRa) or, if it’s financially feasible, you
may also choose to delay past your fRa to claim. if you delay past
your fRa you’ll earn Delayed Retirement credits (DRcs) of 2/3rds
of 1% per month of delay (8% per year of delay) up until age 70
when your benefit would be 32% more than it will be in september.
Whether that’s a good choice for you depends upon how badly you
need the money right now, and your health and expected longevity.
if you enjoy at least average longevity (mid-80s) then you’ll get the
most in cumulative lifetime benefits by waiting until age 70 to
claim.

your wife cannot collect social security benefits until she reaches
age 62 in 2023. if she claims at that time she’ll be automatically
deemed to be filing for both her own ss retirement benefit and any
spousal benefit she might be due from your record. However, given
the benefit estimates you’ve shared she’ll not be eligible for a
spousal benefit from you (nor will you be eligible for benefits from
her). spousal benefits are only paid if 50% of the higher earner’s
benefit at fRa is more than the lower earner’s fRa benefit amount.
since neither of you will be eligible for a spousal benefit, your wife
should also consider delaying past her full retirement age if her per-
sonal and financial circumstances at the time permit. to do so, she
will gain 24% more benefit at age 70 than she would get at her full
retirement age of 67.

so, for both of you to achieve the most you can get, the longer
you both delay past your respective full retirement ages the more
your benefit will be, up to age 70 when the maximum is reached.
since your wife won’t reach her fRa until January 2028 but will be
eligible to apply for benefits in 2023, be aware that if she applies
before her fRa her benefit will be reduced (according to the number
of months before her fRa that she applies), and that if she starts
her benefits before her fRa and continues to work, she’ll be subject
to social security’s earnings limit. the earnings limit changes an-
nually, so i can’t tell you what it will be in 2023, but it will be more
than the 2019 limit of $17,640. 

The 2 million member association of mature american citizens
(amac)(https://www.amac.us) is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy
organization that takes its marching orders from its members. We act
and speak on their behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
https://amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

Maryland’s Protect the Chesapeake License Plate
Selected Best Plate of 2018 by the 
Automobile License Plate Collectors Association
MDOT MVA & Chesapeake Bay Trust Recognized for Creative Partnership Supporting the Environment

GLen BuRnie, md. (June 11, 2019)—
the maryland Department of transporta-
tion motor Vehicle administration (mDOt
mVa) and the chesapeake Bay trust were
honored today by the automobile License
Plate collector’s association (aLPca)
with its Best Plate of 2018 award for the
new Protect the chesapeake license plate
design. the award recognizes how license
plates serve an important role in
identifying vehicles, and also pro-
vide a colorful snapshot of state ge-
ography and culture.

“mDOt mVa is honored to re-
ceive this award for this unique li-
cense plate design,” said mDOt
mVa administrator chrissy nizer.
“today’s recognition is a great ex-
ample of how creativity, collabora-
tion and hard work can create posi-
tive benefits for both people and the
environment.”

the 2018 Protect the chesapeake li-
cense plate was unveiled in October and
can be purchased through mDOt mVa
and the Bay trust websites. the award-
winning design was the culmination of a
process that engaged maryland-based
artists and incorporated input from thou-

sands of marylanders, resulting in more
than 250 potential designs. tm Designs, a
frederick-based design firm and member
of the maryland state Disadvantaged Busi-
ness enterprise Program, created the win-
ning design. more than 30,000 of the plates
have been sold, with proceeds benefiting
the chesapeake Bay trust as it works to
restore maryland’s shorelines, provide en-
vironmental education for students and
fund the beautification of local rivers and
streams.

“the chesapeake Bay trust is proud to
have the chesapeake Bay Plate honored
by the automobile License Plate collectors
association,” said Jana Davis, executive
director of the nonprofit chesapeake Bay
trust. “the process to create the final prod-
uct was truly a partnership of many, and
we accept this award in recognition of the
input and effort of mDOt mVa, tm De-

signs, the maryland correctional enter-
prises, law enforcement agencies and many
other partners.”

“congratulations to maryland for win-
ning aLPca’s 2018 Best Plate award for
the redesigned Protect the chesapeake li-
cense plate, which features the iconic blue
crab and chesapeake Bay Bridge,” said
aLPca President cyndi mccabe. “the
visually appealing and highly legible em-
bossed plate surpassed plates from 10
states, two canadian provinces and Japan

to become the top vote-getter
among our membership.”

the automobile License Plate col-
lectors association is the largest li-
cense plate collector’s organization
in the world, with 2,849 members
from 50 states and 19 countries.
Founded in 1954, the organization
is dedicated to the promotion of li-
cense plate collecting and the ex-

change of information and plates.
Funds raised through the sale of the Chesa-
peake Bay Plate help the Chesapeake Bay
Trust provide about 400 grants per year to
schools, faith-based organizations, civic as-
sociations, homeowners associations, wa-
tershed groups, environmental organiza-
tions and others. For more information on
the Bay Trust, go to https://cbtrust.org/.

By KeLLie BOuLWaRe
MDOT MVA

imaGe cOuRtesy mDOt mVa

Van Hollen, Raskin Lead Introduction
of Handgun Purchaser Licensing Act
By BRiDGett fRey
Office of U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen 

By HiLLaRy scHRum
for Maryland Health Benefit Exchange 

Maryland Health Benefit Exchange Leadership
Meets with Prince George’s County Leaders to
Discuss Future of Maryland’s Marketplace 
During Regional Forum Initiative

PHOtO cOuRtesy HiLLman PR

Andrew Ratner, Chief of Staff for Maryland Health Benefit Exchange, dis-
cusses the future of Maryland’s marketplace with Prince George’s County
leaders during the fourth regional forum.
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OUT on the TOWN

amazing Grace 
(documentary)

Grade: A-
Rated G

1 hr., 27 min.

“amazing Grace,” aretha
franklin’s 1972 double-album
of gospel songs, was the top-
selling record of her career and
the bestselling live gospel al-
bum of all time. (there might
have been more live gospel al-
bums than you realize.) it was
recorded over two nights at a
Baptist church in L.a.’s Watts
neighborhood, filmed by direc-
tor sydney Pollack and five
cameramen so that Warner Bros.
could release a movie version
as a companion to the album.
But there were technical prob-
lems for a few decades, fol-
lowed by legal problems, and
so the “amazing Grace” docu-
mentary is only now being re-
leased, 47 years later, over
aretha franklin’s dead body. (i
recommend this Rolling stone
article for a succinct and fasci-
nating overview of the movie’s
history.)

if it seems disR-e-s-P-e-c-
tful to watch a movie that
aretha didn’t want you to see,
take solace in knowing that 1)
it wasn’t because she thought
the movie was bad and 2) it’s

so great and beautiful that her
objections should have been
overruled anyway, just for the
common good. Her voice, not
yet 30 years old, is as earth-
shakingly powerful as it would
ever be, delivering the catalog
of familiar gospel songs (plus
carole King’s “you’ve Got a
friend”) with more passion,
volume, and technical precision
than most of them would ever
get from any other singer. she

doesn’t engage in between-
songs banter with the audience,
doesn’t say much of anything
when she’s not singing. she’s
backed by a powerhouse choir
and small band, with the Rev.
James cleveland banging away
on the piano and serving as em-
cee. everyone is at the top of
their game.

contrasting the polished
sound of the event (which mil-
lions have already heard) is its
scrappy, unpolished look. the
purpose of the two nights was
to record an album, after all—
filming it was a secondary con-
cern. so this is a behind-the-
scenes documentary as much as
it is a concert film, and you can
see the cameramen scrambling
around, wires and cables every-
where, even Pollack himself
sometimes, emphatically gestur-
ing instructions to his crew. the

new temple missionary Baptist
church, with its ancient choir
seats and uncomfortable-look-
ing pews (familiar across all re-
ligious denominations), doesn’t
look any different from a nor-
mal sunday service except that
mick Jagger and charlie Watts
are standing in the back. it’s
January, but a lack of air condi-
tioning has everyone sweating
profusely, especially aretha. all
of this rawness makes the show
feel more intimate, the reactions
from the congregation more like
our own. a meticulously “cine-
matic” concert film wouldn’t
have been nearly as effective at
capturing the Queen of soul’s
majesty.

(Note: The film played for
one week in December and is
thus technically a 2018 release,
but its real run began April 5,
2019.)

Amazing Grace
(documentary)

ERIC D. SNIDER’S IN THE DARK

Movie Review 

Calendar Spotlight: Science Fun

Hamilton: How the Musical Remixes American History
Date and time: thursday, June 27, 2019, 6–8 p.m.
Description: university of maryland associate Professor of History
and mdHs trustee, Dr. Richard Bell, will present a lecture exploring
the success of the tony award-winning musical, “Hamilton,” and
what it tells us about the marriage of history and show business.
Learn more and register to attend. Light refreshments to follow.
this lecture coincides with “Hamilton” coming to the Hippodrome
theatre, June 25–July 27.
cost: $15/members; $20/nonmembers; Register at

www.mdhs.org
ages: adults
Location: maryland Historical society, 201 West monument st.,

Baltimore, maryland 21201-4674
contact: 410-685-3750 

Beer, Blues, & Burgers at Marietta House Museum
Date and time: saturday, June 29, 2019, 1–6 p.m. 
Description: enjoy various styles of beer from the calvert Brewing
company, along with the sounds of blues musicians; Higher stan-
dards Jazz (1–3 p.m.) & the Lovejoy Group (4–6 p.m.) Burgers
and other foods available for purchase through our food vendors.
Visit our craft vendors and artisans, watch woodcarving demon-
strations, tour the historic 1813 home (included with admission).
Our farmer’s market will be here with fresh produce, herbs, plants,
food and bakery items, beautiful decorative cutting boards, and
more. Bring a lawn chair and blanket! Beer available for purchase.
cost: $10/person
ages: 21 & older to attend this event
Location: marietta House museum, 5626 Bell station Road,

Glenn Dale, mD 20769
contact: 301-464-5291; tty 301-699-2544

SERC Science Saturday
Date and time: saturday, June 22, 2019, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Description: Learn about marine biodiversity with marine biolo-
gists. Join us for explorations of seRc research with our science
saturdays. Bring the family for a day of hands-on activities along-
side smithsonian scientists!  Bring: no food will be available for
purchase, but you are welcome to bring your own lunch or snacks.
We hope to see you all there! nO Pre-registration Required
cost: fRee
ages: Open to all
Location: seRc campus, 647 contees Wharf Road, edgewater,

mD 21037. We’ll show you where to park when you
get here. Directions can be found at:
https://serc.si.edu/directions

contact: Karen mcDonald, mcdonaldk@si.edu; 443-482-2216

Science Saturdays
Date and time: saturday, June 22, 2019, 1 p.m.
Description: Visit the museum for a fun-filled afternoon of science
activities in the Learning center. this month’s theme is Dna
analysis. explore the structure of the double helix and extract
real Dna right before your eyes! Dna analysis introduces par-
ticipants to biology and mathematics through engaging activities
suitable for all types of learners. feel free to stay for the full du-
ration or drop by for one or two activities. 
cost: free with admission to the museum (adult: $21.95;
youth (ages 6–11): $14.95; seniors (ages 65 and up): $19.95;
college student with iD: $19.95; Law enforcement Profes-
sional or military (iD should be provided): $17.56; survivor:
$17; children (ages 5 and under) admission is free)
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: national Law enforcement museum, 444 e st. nW,

Washington, Dc 20001
contact: info@Lawenforcementmuseum.org, 202.737.3400

Medical Museum Science Café:
The Neuroscience of Elite Performance
Date and time: tuesday, June 25, 2019, 6–7 p.m.
Description: Join u.s. army captain allison Brager, Ph.D., to
learn about her experiences as a neuroscience researcher for the
Walter Reed army institute of Research. she will describe what
makes the brains of high-performing soldiers and athletes unique
and discuss new sleep research that aims to prevent injuries, such
as concussions, and maximize performance. 
cost: fRee! Open to the public. no RsVP required.
Location: national museum of Health and medicine, 2500 Lin-

den Lane, silver spring, mD 20910
contact: 301-319-3303 

STEM-tastic: Sphero
Date and time: Wednesday, June 26, 2019, 2:30 p.m.
Description: Learn a new technical skill at the library. this week,
learn how to code using sphero robots. Beginners welcome!
cost: fRee!
ages: 5–12
Location: Glenarden Branch Library, 8724 Glenarden Pkwy.,

Glenarden, mD 20770
contact: 301-772-5477, 240-696-3844

Legos: Modeling The Universe
Date and time: Wednesday, June 26, 2019, 7 p.m.
Description: Join us for summer @ your Library! tonight we
will be modeling the universe with Legos. Legos will be provided
and kids can let their imaginations run wild!
cost: fRee!
ages: 5–12
Location: accokeek Branch Library, 15773 Livingston Rd., 

accokeek, mD 20607
contact: 301-292-2880

Cub Corner
Date and time: thursday, June 27, 2019, 10:30 a.m.
Description: come to the cub corner story time for preschool
fun! ideal for little learners to enjoy a flight-themed story and
hands-on craft activity.
cost: fRee with museum admission (see below)
ages: 5 and younger
Location: college Park aviation museum, 1985 corporal frank

scott Drive, college Park, mD 20740
contact: 301-864-6029; tty 301-699-2544

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

PHOtOGRaPH By PReseRVatiOn maRyLanD, WiKimeDia cOmmOns

Located on the grounds of the world’s oldest continuously operating
airport, the College Park Aviation Museum opened in 1998 with the
goal of preserving and promoting the history of aviation innovations
at college Park airport while encouraging further research and in-
spiring curiosity in the history and science of flight. the museum
houses historic and reproduction aircraft related to the history of the
airfield. the rotating exhibits and family-friendly, hands-on activities
make for a unique experience with each visit. the museum is open
daily from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., except for major holidays. admission:
adults $5, seniors $4, children $2 (fRee for children 1 and under). 

College Park Aviation Museum: 
1985 Corporal Frank Scott Dr., College Park, MD 20740
301-864-6029  •  www.collegeparkaviationmuseum.com

College Park Aviation Museum

ROttentOmatOes.cOm

Concert footage from 1972 of Aretha Franklin performing songs from the best-selling gospel
album at the New Temple Missionary Baptist Church in Los Angeles. 

PLAN AHEAD FOR THESE EVENTS!

PRECISION: Screenprints by Allan Akman
Opening Reception: Friday, June 21, 6:30–9 p.m. at Pyramid Atlantic Art Center
HyattsViLLe, md. (June 3, 2019)—With dreams of being an
artist tempered by his father’s advice for practicality, akman didn’t
seriously make art until his retirement. ten years ago he came to
Pyramid atlantic to explore the possibilities of screenprinting. the
results are exhibited in this solo show of prints he created between
2009 and 2019. akman’s meticulous nature is evident in these rich
and carefully layered works that represent a decade of art-making.

PRecisiOn opens friday, June 21 with a reception from 6:30–
9 p.m. the exhibition runs through July 14, 2019. Gallery hours:
10 a.m.–6 p.m. tuesday through saturday, and 12–5 p.m. on sun-
day. the exhibition and reception are fRee and open to the public.
Pyramid atlantic is located at 4318 Gallatin street, Hyattsville
maryland 20781. more at pyramidatlanticartcenter.org or 301-608-
9101.

specializing in hand-pulled screenprinting, akman is mostly
self-taught. While precision is a goal, he has realized that each
layer of printing poses risks and challenges that lead him to a dif-
ferent outcome than first imagined. akman wryly admits that
screenprinting has taught him to “adjust my dreams to the reality
of the squeegee.”

akman spent his “working” years making a “living” as a con-
sultant to the federal government where he developed policies and
procedures to assess the impact of new equipment on soldiers,
sailors, and airmen. throughout his career, there was always an
art project somewhere in the background—painting, graphics, and
paper cutting, among others. “i have been an artist most of my
life, simply not a professional artist.”

this exhibition is made possible in part through funding from
the maryland-national capital Park and Planning commission,
Department of Parks and Recreation, Prince George’s county.  

Founded in 1981, Pyramid atlantic is a nonprofit contemporary art
center fostering the creative disciplines of papermaking, printmaking,
and book arts within a collaborative community. We equip, educate,
and exhibit in our historic Hyattsville home. Our vision is to create
an artistic hub in Hyattsville that inspires and enables local, national,
and international artists to create and innovate in our core disciplines;
elevates the local arts and small business scene; and enhances the
quality of life for artists and neighbors. We value artistic excellence,
infrastructure for artists, hands-on experiences, and collaboration.

“Lollipops” by Allan Akman imaGe cOuRtesy PyRamiD atLantic aRt centeR
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Dear EarthTalk: 
What the heck is a “bionic leaf” and
how does it help the planet?

—William friend, Billings, mt

Brainchild of Harvard biochemist Daniel
nocera, the “bionic leaf” is a small man-
made solar collector that takes sunlight and
water and turns it into any of a variety of
usable fuels or fertilizers. nocera’s first it-
eration, the so-called “artificial leaf,” was
developed in 2011 at the massachusetts in-
stitute of technology (mit) and could split
water into oxygen and hydrogen when ex-
posed to sunlight in a process similar to (and
inspired by) mother nature’s photo-
synthesis.

nocera soon thereafter moved his
lab to Harvard and teamed up with
Pamela silver there to create the
“bionic” version which takes the con-
cept further. there they fed the result-
ing hydrogen to an on-board catalyst,
resulting in the generation of immedi-
ately useable downstream liquid “fu-
els” such as fertilizer for farms, isobu-
tanol to run generators and engines,
and PHB, a precursor for bio-plastic.

the team’s first version of the
“bionic” leaf was about as efficient as
natural photosynthesis, that is about
one percent of the solar energy flowing
in came out as biomass dense enough
to use as fuel. But their most recent

version ups the ante considerably, clocking
in at 10 times more efficient than mother
nature’s fastest growing plants.

“if you think about it, photosynthesis is
amazing,” nocera tells the Harvard Gazette.
“it takes sunlight, water and air—and then
look at a tree. that’s exactly what we did,
but we do it significantly better, because we
turn all that energy into a fuel.”

When mass-produced, these tiny solar
“carbon-negative” fuel factories could be
inexpensive enough for everyday people to
use to power their vehicles and run their
lights and appliances. farmers with a small
on-site array of bionic leaves could create

enough fertilizer for their own needs instead
of buying container-loads of synthetic fer-
tilizer produced at sprawling cO2-spewing
factories and shipped for thousands of
miles. 

the widespread application of bionic
leaves could be especially advantageous in
developing countries (and remote areas in
general) where access to conventional fuels
and fertilizers is limited and expensive or
non-existent. nocera hopes his work can
bring the poor of the world their “first 100
watts” of energy through one form or an-
other of the technologies he is developing.
a Harvard-funded pilot program putting
bionic leaves to use in india is just getting
off the ground and nocera hopes to expand
globally within the near future.

the vision is for retiring every fossil fuel
out there and replacing them with solar fuels
from your own “bionic” garden. imagine a

world with no more utility bills or lin-
ing up at the gas pump? “you can use
just sunlight, air and water,” concludes
nocera, “and you can do it in your
backyard.”

CONTACTS: nocera Lab,
nocera.harvard.edu; silver Lab,
silver.med.harvard.edu; Harvard
Gazette, news.harvard.edu/gazette.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy
scheer & Doug moss for the 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. to read more,
check out https://emagazine.com. to
donate, visit https://www.earthtalk.org.
send questions to: question@
earthtalk.org.

Melwood Safety Day: S.A.F.E. 4 All
Date and time: friday, June 21, 2019, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Rain date:
friday, June 28.
Description: June is national safety month. Join melwood on
June 21 for a fun, interactive day of health and safety demon-
strations from expert community leaders. 
cost: free
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: melwood, 5606 Dower House Road, upper marl-

boro, mD 20772
contact: 301-599-8000

Platinum Series:  Memphis Gold Blues Band
Date and time: friday, June 21, 2019, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Description: special matinee performance for seniors. the Blues
world continues to discover and love the music of memphis Gold.
He has shared the stage with such artists as James Brown, George
clinton and the funkadelic all stars, shamekia copeland. Bobby
Parker, and many more. Don’t miss your chance to experience the
sounds of this Blues legend!
cost: $10/person. Purchase through PaRKs DiRect!
ages: seniors 
Location: the Publick Playhouse, 5445 Landover Rd, chev-

erly, mD 20784
contact: 301-277-1710 

Fairy Trails: Grand Opening!
Date and time: friday, June 21, 2019, 6–8 p.m.  
Description: celebrate the grand opening of the Piscataway Park
fairy trail on the summer solstice—a magical day for the fairy
folk. the grand opening will include fairy crafts, special “fairy-
ologist” guides, face painting, and music. Plus you’ll get your
very own fairyologist trail Guide to help you explore the forest
through the eyes of the fairies.
cost: $5–$10. https://accokeekfoundation.simpletix.

com/e/44874
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: Piscataway Park, 3400 Bryan Point Road, accokeek,

mD 20607
contact: 301-283-2113

Movies in the Park: The Lego® Movie 2
Date and time: saturday, June 22, 2019, 7 p.m. the featured
movie will be shown at dusk.
Description: Bring the whole family for a movie under the stars
on the big screen! add even more family fun by bringing snacks
or a picnic dinner. Don’t forget your blanket or lawn chairs as
the event is in the grass! Rain location: Largo/Kettering/Perry-
wood community center, 431 Watkins Park Drive, upper marl-
boro 20774
cost: fRee!
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: On the Green at Watkins Regional Park, 301

Watkins Park Drive, upper marlboro, mD 20774
contact: 301-218-6700; tty 301-699-2544

Reading Ranger: The Raft
Date and time: sunday, June 23, 2019, 10 a.m. 
Description: Join a Park Ranger to read the award-winning “the
Raft” written by Jim Lamarche and explore a young child’s
journey into nature on vacation. meet at the Ranger station.
cost: free
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: Greenbelt Park, 6565 Greenbelt Road, Greenbelt,

maryland 20770
contact: 301-344-3944; http://www.nps.gov/gree

Community in the Courthouse: 
June is Public Safety Month
Date and time: tuesday, June 25, 2019, 8:30–10 a.m.
Description: Join the Office of the state’s attorney for commu-
nity in the courthouse. this month we are focusing on public
safety and have invited our partners in law enforcement and
fire/ems Department for Prince George’s county. 
cost: free, Register via eventbrite
ages: adults
Location: Prince George’s county courthouse, 14735 main

street, Room m0421, upper marlboro, mD 20772
contact: thelmetria michaelides at 240-508-2018 or

tamichaelides@co.pg.md.us.

Gymnastics Workshops
Date and time: tuesday, June 25, 2019, 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
spaces available on first-come, first-served basis (max. 3 children
to 1 adult). Parents required to be on the floor with the children.
Looking for a fun activity for your children? need them to burn
some energy? the workshops are open play time for your chil-
dren to explore gymnastics in a safe and fun environment. 
cost: $7/per participant
ages: Walking to 12 years
Location: Prince George’s sports & Learning complex, 8001
sheriff Road, Landover, mD 20785
contact: 301-583-2400; tty 301-699-2544

A Journey through America’s National Park System
Date and time: tuesday, June 25, 2019, 7:30–9 p.m.
Description: come hear the story of David Kroese, who visited
every national Park during the centennial 2016 and collected
the centennial and find your Park pins throughout the country.
it is an effort to say ‘thank you’ to the wonderful people who
staff and protect our nation’s parks, and how the exhibit project
led to the first narrative ever published introducing all 419 units
in our national Park system.
cost: free
ages: all ages are welcome
Location: Greenbelt community center, 15 crescent Road,

Greenbelt, mD 20770
contact: 301-344-3944

Teens Create: Learn to Draw Comic Strips
Date and time: Wednesday, June 26, 2019, 3 p.m.
Description: Do you love comics? Have you ever wanted to
create your own? come to the library and learn to draw your
very own comic strip. supplies will be provided.
cost: fRee!
ages: 13–18 
Location: new carrollton Branch Library, 7414 Riverdale Rd.,

new carrollton, mD 20784
contact: 301-459-6900

calendar of events
June 20–June 26, 2019

Saving the World 
One Bionic Leaf at a Time

imaGe cReDit: Jessica POLKa, cReatiVecOmmOns  

The bionic leaf is a system for converting solar en-
ergy into liquid fuel developed by the labs of
Daniel Nocera and Pamela Silver at Harvard.

Earth
TALK™

ment and in reuse, nancy brought an impressive set of skills uniquely
suited to help forklift’s mission,” ainsworth explained.  “she had
experience in the building trades, having worked nearly 4 years as a
carpenter-apprentice, witnessing usable discarded building materials
at many construction sites. and she had experience running non-
profits, including the recycling center for the university of maryland
and the community art center at the stamp student union.”

initially hired as a part-time Business manager, meyer eventually
took on more responsibilities and became the c.e.O. of community
forklift.  With her input and under her leadership, the non-profit
negotiated a more favorable lease, boosted income by finding new
sources and opportunities, was restructured to facilitate grants, and
its debt was refinanced.

meyer took advantage of every little “niche” and opportunity to
expand the reuse operation and improve its economic viability.  the
initial reliance on a deconstruction company for materials was aug-
mented by a consignment arrangement in antique and vintage items,
purchased not only locally but by Hollywood film-makers.  a tree-
felling company now sends its milled boards to forklift for sale.
the number of employees has risen from half a dozen to 50 full-
and part-time workers, with benefits.  forklift has acquired an ad-
ditional 16,000 square feet of storage next door and an on-line
business.  the community has been engaged via outreach and edu-
cation.  forklift’s numerous awards are testimony of its success.1

asked about the future, meyer responded that her vision is to
find the resources to acquire the full 12 acres of brownfield in the
current location (of which forklift occupies 3 acres) to develop a
park or commons where reuse businesses could co-locate.  “this
would promote community economic development through waste,”
she said.  “there’s a bigger picture goal:  Live differently.”  

adam c. Ortiz, former Director of the Prince George’s county
Department of the environment and former mayor of edmonston,
calls meyer “a visionary for a closed-loop green economy and the
heart of our movement.” a member of the community forklift
Board, he remarked that “after a rocky startup, nancy has steadied
the community forklift ship and charted its future.  she profes-
sionalized its operations, developed relationships with contractors
and non-profits, and created a community space and a green desti-
nation in the region for people in all walks of life.”  (Ortiz was the
recipient of the 2018 environmental service award and is currently
Director of the montgomery county Department of environmental
Protection.)   

On hand at the award picnic was Prince George’s county coun-
cilwoman Jolene ivey (District 5), who presented meyer with a
Proclamation from the Prince George’s county council, congratu-
lating her on receiving the 2019 environmental service award and
saluting her “personal commitment to the community, environment,
and Prince George’s county.”  

“nancy manages to salvage building materials, our environment,
and people, all at the same time,” remarked councilwoman ivey.

“she figures out where she can have the best impact and goes be-
yond expectations.  Whether it’s stopping a concrete batching plant
from setting up in her community or expanding a salvaging business
into an award-winning community jewel, nancy is a force of nature.
i’m so proud to have her not only in my county but in my district.”

nancy J. meyer grew up in teaneck, new Jersey.  as a girl, she
hunted for treasures that neighbors put out at the curb for the town’s
“junk days,” salvaging a unicycle, an accordion, and a surf board,
among others.  she organized stream clean-ups in junior high school,
and in high school started a battered women’s shelter.  after high
school, she traveled through appalachia with a friend, taking in the
struggles of the local people, leaning about the appropriation of
land, coal mining, labor issues, and environmental impacts.  she
holds a B.a. from the university of maryland, college Park.

the Prince George’s sierra club Group established the annual
environmental service award in 2005 to honor the late Walter
“mike” maloney—a civic activist, county council member, and
attorney dedicated to the rights and the quality-of-life of everyday
people. nominees are county residents who have shown excellence
in local environmental leadership. Previous winners include thomas
Dernoga (2005), fred tutman (2006), imani Kazana (2007), carmen
anderson (2008), Paul Pinsky (2009), Kelly canavan (2010), Bon-
nie Bick (2011), Dan smith (2012), Vernon Wade (2013), Jacqueline
Goodall (2014), mary a. Lehman (2015), Lore Rosenthal (2016),
marian Dombroski (2017), and adam c. Ortiz (2018).

the sierra club is the oldest and largest grassroots environmental
organization in the nation. Its mission is to explore, enjoy, and protect
the wild places of the Earth.
1 www.communityforklift.org. 

Service Award from A1

PHOtOGRaPH cOuRtesy Of maRian DOmBROsKi

Nancy J. Meyer receives the 2019 Environmental Service Award
from Martha Ainsworth, Chair of the Prince George’s Sierra
Club Group, at Watkins Regional Park. 



repealed its requirement that handgun purchasers obtain a PtP and
statistics show their state’s gun homicide rate rose by 25 percent.

“Permit-to-purchase systems are already saving lives where they
have been enacted,” said Lindsay nichols, federal Policy Director
at Giffords. “We know these laws are effective. congress should
encourage states to establish systems of their own that can better
stop a dangerous individual from obtaining a handgun to harm
others. We applaud senator Van Hollen and Representative Raskin
for introducing this legislation and urge congress to move swiftly
so we can better protect more communities around the country from
gunfire.” 

“the coalition to stop Gun Violence would like to thank senator
Van Hollen and congressman Raskin for introducing the Handgun
Purchaser Licensing act of 2019. this bill creates a grant program
for states to implement and improve handgun purchaser licensing
programs. the research and data show that handgun licensing has
proven to be incredibly effective in reducing firearm deaths and in-
juries. state legislatures across the nation should support licensing
as an invaluable tool to save lives,” said executive Director of the
coalition to stop Gun Violence Josh Horwitz. “Recent polling shows
that 77 percent of americans support requiring licenses to purchase
firearms. this legislation is evidence-based, politically popular, and
should be supported by elected officials on both sides of the aisle.
america’s gun violence epidemic is out of control; it is time to
focus on life-saving, meaningful solutions like the Handgun Pur-
chaser Licensing act.”

“marylanders to Prevent Gun Violence applauds senator chris
Van Hollen and congressman Jamie Raskin’s reintroduction of the
Handgun Purchaser Licensing act. Background checks serve as a
good starting point to screen out prohibited individuals, but we can-
not stop there. ‘Permit to purchase’ strengthens the background
check process by requiring the applicant to apply to their local law
enforcement agency, provide a photo and submit fingerprints. these
additional measures have been shown to significantly reduce the
number of straw purchases of handguns. the decrease in this diver-
sion of gun into the illegal market lowers homicide rates in urban
areas,” said elizabeth Banach, executive Director, marylanders to
Prevent Gun Violence.

A8 — June 20 — June 26, 2019 — The Prince George’s Post

DOnate autOs, tRucKs, RVs
Lutheran mission society of mD.
compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling tax deductible. mVa li-
censed #W1044. 410-636-0123
www.compassionPlace.org

Let the multi-media specialists of
mDDc advertising network assist
you in growing your business and
increasing your customer base.  call
today at 410-212-0616 and start see-
ing results nOW. www.mddcpress.
com

increase your presence by advertis-
ing on faceBOOK; tWitteR
anD GOOGLe-aDs; call our
multi-media specialists to experi-
ence the success of social media
advertising today; caLL 410-212-
0616 

increase your frequency with your
advertising call one of mDDc’s
multi-media specialists to grow
your business.  call Wanda at 410-
212-0616 or email wsmith@
mddcpress.com.

Place your ad on facebook; twitter;
Linkedin and Google ads Words
through mDDc’s social media ad
network; call today to find out
maximize your presence on social
media; 410-212-0616; or email
Wanda smith at wsmith@
mddcpress.com

Bulk advertising at its best:  adver-
tise in over 70 newspapers and
reach millions of readers with One
call.  Broaden your reach and get
results for pennies per reader.  call
Wanda at 410-212-0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com.

Place a business card ad in the Re-
gional small Display 2x2/2x4 ad-
vertising network—Let mDDc
help you grow your business! call
tODay at 410-212-0616 to in-
crease your customer base and get
results.

aiRLine mecHanic tRain-
inG—Get faa certification to fix
planes. financial aid if qualified.
approved for military benefits. call
aviation institute of maintenance
866-823-6729.

Join other advertisers of the mDDc
small Display advertising network.
Grow your Revenue with a business
size ad in this network; Let the
multi-media specialists help you in-
crease your customer base; caLL
tODay 410-212-0616—see your
results nOW

Delaware new move-in Ready
Homes! Low taxes! close to
Beaches, Gated, Olympic pool.
Homes from low $100’s, no HOa
fees. Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 or www.coolbranch.com

increase your customer base and
get great results by placing your
ads in the mDDc—classified ad-
vertising network! call today 410-
212-0616 ask for multi-media
specialist—Wanda & watch your
results grow.

saVe loads of money with your
advertising BuDGets; cOn-
nect with the multi-media spe-
cialists of the mDDc advertising
networks; Get Bulk advertising
Opportunities nOW; caLL tO-
Day; With One call; With One ad

Placement & One Bill; you’ll
Reach the entire mid-atlantic Re-
gion; call 410-212-0616

Place a business card ad in the Re-
gional small Display 2x2/2x4 ad-
vertising network—Reach 3.6 mil-
lion readers with just one call, one
bill and one ad placement in 71
newspapers in maryland, Delaware
and Dc tODay! for just $1450.00,
Get the reach, Get the results and
for Just Pennies on the Dollars
now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or
email Wanda smith at wsmith@
mddcpress.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS SERVICES

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D’arcy Road
upper marlboro, mD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORD Of GOD
cOmmunity

cHuRcH
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston Road Bladensburg, mD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old marlboro Pike,
upper marlboro, mD

Church (301) 627-5088

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Kendrick D. Weaver, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes you Where Jesus
christ is Lord and King

stephen L. Wright, sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland Road
college Park, mD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church Directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff Road Landover, mD
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday Worship: 
7:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

saturday Worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘WOnDeRfuL WeDnesDays
WitH Jesus’: 

12 noon (the Power Hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 Hill Road, Landover, mD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Jonathon counts, Pastor

“We are training disciples to
experience  victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19-20
sunday school 9:00 a.m.

morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
sound of Victory Prayer call

Wednesdays 9:00pm
(712) 770-4160, 

access code 929037
soulful thursdays 

Bible study 7:00pm

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS BUSINESS SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

We exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 Oxon Hill Road

Oxon Hill, maryland 20745
sunday school 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.m.
Worship service - 11:00 a.m.
Wed. Prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 P.m.
Office (301) 839-1166
fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  fHBc@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. Waymond B. Duke

THIS 
COULD BE
YOUR AD!

Call today
for a quote.

301-627-0900 

Licensing Act from A5

Subscribe to 
The Prince George’s Post

Call 301-627-0900 Today!

leges and universities offered Words of encouragement to the stu-
dents. ms. ebony n. mcmorris national news correspondent for
Reach media, Radio One, served as mistress of ceremonies. Judge
arthur Burnett, national executive Director of the national african
american Drug Policy coalition, inc. and Jerome Haggins gave the
inspiring remarks to the students. Pastor Orlando J. Bego gave the
invocation before the breakfast was served.

Dr. Valencia campbell, PGcDPc President, indicated that: “al-
though we were extremely proud of the students’ academic accom-
plishments, we were very impressed with the students’ vast involve-
ment in their communities. that included serving seniors and the
homeless, mentoring younger students, working on mission trips
abroad, working in their church and participating in many school
related extra curricular activities..” the coalition presented 23 stu-
dents with awards totaling $18,000 this year. maryland state senator
Obie Patterson and Rachel Jones, representing u.s. senator Ben
cardin’s office, presented the students with senate citations. tiffany
Hannon representing u.s. congressman anthony Brown’s office
and former mD state Delegate tony Knotts congratulated this
year’s honorees before closing music by the entourage Jazz band.

the Prince George’s county Drug Policy coalition, inc. is a nonprofit
organization that promotes policies and laws that embrace the public
health nature of drug abuse. Through our scholarship program, we
provide community-based support to families within the county with
a focus on students obtaining higher education and living a drug-free
life. The Prince George’s County Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. represents
one of many local affiliates of the National African American Drug
Policy Coalition, Inc. Our national organization consists of a coalition
of 25 preeminent organizations. Through the support of our national
organization, interested organizational partners, and grassroots mem-
bers like you, we hope to prevent and reduce illegal drug abuse and
related crimes in Prince George’s County. Visit our website at
www.pgcdpc.com or email at pgcdpc@hotmail.com for more infor-
mation about upcoming events and how to partner with us.

Scholarship Breakfast from A1

sOLOmOns, md. (June 11,
2019)—the university of mary-
land center for environmental
science’s chesapeake Dolphin-
Watch app is back for the 2019
summer season with new fea-
tures, including the ability to up-
load videos of dolphins spotted
on the bay by citizen scientists.
the chesapeake DolphinWatch
app allows users to mark the lo-
cation of dolphin sightings on a
map of the chesapeake and its
tributaries so scientists can better
understand where the dolphins
are and where they go.

Last year more than 1,100
sightings were reported, and
more than 4,000 people logged
on to use the chesapeake Dol-
phinWatch app, which is avail-
able for iPhone and android and
also  at www.chesapeakedolphin
watch.org.

Bottlenose dolphins are fre-
quently spotted in the chesa-
peake Bay during the summer
with reports of them leaping in
the air or bow riding boats. How-
ever, very little is known about
how often dolphins actually
come into the Bay, how long

they spend there, what areas of
the Bay they are using and why.

the chesapeake Dolphin-
Watch app has four main sec-
tions. there is a map where users
can see all of the reported sight-
ings and tap to report their own
sighting. users can either enter
the location where they saw the
dolphins or have the device use
the current location to mark their
location. there is also an infor-
mation section with responsible
wildlife viewing guidelines and
to learn more about dolphins and
the chesapeake Bay.

new features this year in-
clude a section where users can
listen to dolphin calls recorded
on underwater microphones in
the chesapeake Bay and a fea-
ture that allows dolphin watchers
to upload a video of a dolphin
sighting and view photos and
videos of confirmed sightings.

more information on the
program is available at www.
umces.edu/dolphinwatch. tag
your photos of dolphins to @
dolphinwatch_cb on instagram.

funding for chesapeake Dol-
phinWatch was provided by the
chesapeake Bay trust, tracks
software, and the chesapeake
Biological Laboratory.

Help Scientists Track Dolphins in
The Chesapeake Bay
Data sourced from public helps scientists to better
understand dolphins

By amy PeLsinsKy
UMCES


