
UPPER MARLBORO, Md. (No-
vember 19, 2020)—Today, State’s
Attorney Aisha Braveboy announced
that her office has received a
$470,000 grant from the Department
of Justice that will allow the State’s
Attorney’s Office (SAO), the Prince
George’s County Police Department
and other municipal police depart-
ments move forward in solving cold
cases.  Her office is one of only 10
prosecutors’ offices in the country to
receive this important funding.

Through the grant the police de-
partment’s DNA lab will provide
samples of DNA evidence to com-
panies that utilize forensic genetic
genealogy processes to develop
leads in identifying possible sus-
pects. “This is a process that holds
great promise for achieving justice
and bringing closure for victims of
cold case crimes and their loved
ones,” said State’s Attorney Brave-
boy. “It’s important for the commu-
nity to know we never stop working
to solve these cases and to hold the
perpetrators accountable.”

Currently, there are approxi-
mately 600 serious violent crimes
in Prince George’s County with un-
matched suspect DNA. Of those
cases 120 are murders and 360 are
sexual assaults. (The remainder are
other serious violent crimes such as
robberies, first degree assaults, at-
tempted murders and carjackings.

The grant only applies to cold case
murders and sex offenses.) The
DNA from the cases in question has
already been entered into a national
database with no matches reported.

A number of cases have been
identified that could be reopened
and processed using the grant fund-
ing including the following:
• In July of 1991 Regina Williams
was found dead in her apartment
after her family was unable to
contact her. It was later deter-
mined at her autopsy that she suf-
fered from a stab wound to her
upper body. Evidence collected
from a sexual assault kit was sent
to a national database, but no
match was found.

• Another case we have identified
is from January of 2007 a body
was found in the woods in the
park near Birchleaf Avenue and
Seat Pleasant Drive, Seat Pleas-
ant, MD.  Investigators made ar-
rests and obtained convictions in
this homicide, but they were
never able to identify the victim.
All conventional methods to iden-
tify the victim have failed.
The DNA samples must be sig-

nificant enough to stand a chance
of successfully yielding a suspect.
The SAO’s cold case unit is working
to identify cases.  The money from
the grant will be provided to the
SAO over the next 3 years.  

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (Novem-
ber 20, 2020)—Governor
Larry Hogan today honored
local veterans and presented a
citation to Valor Roofing in
recognition of their “Raise a
Roof for a Veteran” program.
The governor was joined by
Maryland Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Secretary George
Owings, Valor Roofing Presi-
dent and Vietnam veteran Al
Kincaid, and his son Adam
Kincaid, as they celebrated the
donation of a new roof to Viet-
nam veteran George Welch.

“Far too often, our veterans
did not receive the thanks, re-

spect, appreciation, or recog-
nition that they wholeheart-
edly deserved,” said Governor
Hogan. “Thanks to the incred-
ible work of veteran-owned
companies like Valor Roofing,
our heroes are getting the help
and support they need.”

Valor Roofing, based in
Lanham, selects four combat
wounded or service-disabled
veterans each year who are in
need of a new roof. Since
2017, they have replaced the
roofs of 10 veterans in need. 

In addition to replacing
veterans’ roofs, the Valor
Roofing team volunteers their
time and resources to assist
veterans in finding employ-
ment.
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The Community’s Library:
PGCMLS Launches Strategic Framework
2021–2024

Community input and feedback will be es-
sential to setting implementation goals for the
Strategic Framework over the next year.

The Library will host two virtual community
conversations to introduce Strategic Framework
2021-2024 and answer any questions.

Community, Page A3

To Be Equal:
National Urban League Is Working With a
Landmark Coalition of Black Medical
Professionals to Ensure a COVID-19
Vaccine Is Safe and Equitably Distributed

On December 10, we will present a town
hall on the development and potential distribu-
tion of a vaccine.

Commentary, Page A4

County Council Convenes Final Session of
Legislative Year 2020

Council Chair Todd M. Turner (D) – District
4, commended the Council’s work over the past
year to pass legislation addressing the needs and
concerns of residents, especially during the un-
precedented challenges presented by the COVID-
19 global pandemic.

Business and Finance, Page A5
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By SHAREESE CHURCHILL
Office of the Governor

COLLEGE PARK, Md. (November 18,
2020)—The coronavirus pandemic has
increased the strain on groups that work
to prevent homelessness in Maryland,
with experts saying single mothers and
people of color are being hurt the most.

Multiple advocacy groups have ex-
panded their programs to try to handle
the surge in cases, as one agency said re-
quests for help have nearly tripled from
March to early October.

“It was already concerning last year
because we had 239 clients total, all of
2019, and (as of Oct. 14), I have 600,”
said Carol Ott, tenant advocacy director
at the Fair Housing Action Center. “And
the overwhelming majority of these people
are Black, single women with children.”

Of all 2020 tenants through early Oc-
tober who needed financial assistance at
the Fair Housing Action Center, 67% are
women and 57% are Black.

“Sadly, those two numbers rarely
change much. We always see a majority
of Black women, most with children,”
Ott said.

But the high numbers recently have
been triggering a lot of alarm bells, she
said.

In April, people rushed to file for un-
employment once being laid off, but as
of October, some were still waiting for
their benefits to come through, Ott said.

Ott said some tenants who were
evicted in January and February before
the spike in cases are not covered under
some COVID assistance programs. As
the courts closed in March once the pan-
demic hit, it was more difficult to get
their case in court and handled.

On top of the courts closing, their jobs
would be lost from the layoffs due to the
pandemic and they would have no means
of making up the money to help them-
selves until their postponed court date.

With the lack of court access once the
pandemic hit, the Fair Housing Action
center reported increased incidences of
tenant harassment and illegal evictions.
Ott said she wishes that the Maryland
Legislature had convened an emergency
session to assess assistance.

The Maryland Joint Committee on
Ending Homelessness—including mem-
bers from both the state House of Dele-
gates and the Senate—last month heard
advocacy groups discuss what they
needed in order to help those who are
homeless and help their groups continue
to support others.

Increased state funding for home-

lessness prevention, and direct financial
assistance for people who lost their jobs
because of the pandemic and had to
wait several months for their unem-
ployment payments were among the
suggestions.

The Community Legal Services in
Prince George’s County said that because
the courts were pretty much closed from
March to around August, their office had
to be closed, but they continued to work
remotely. They assisted clients with brief
advice through email.

Taylor Williams at Community Legal
Services said the bulk of their clients are
Hispanic, Latino, African American, and
single mothers.

Single mothers with school-age chil-
dren are facing new struggles with classes
in session this fall.

“It’s really difficult to tell a woman
you have to go find a job during a pan-
demic with two small children who are
out of school,” said Ott. “Child care is a
huge issue with a lot of our tenants. Most
of them are people who are used to work-
ing … and they want to go back to work,
but what are they supposed to do with
their children?”

Executive Director Beth Benner at
the Women’s Housing Coalition in Bal-
timore said having children makes it

more complicated to get back on your
feet. On top of the economic issues and
mental health or physical issues, they
also need to juggle keeping their kids in
school while making them feel stabilized
and loved.

While most of their clients are women
and single mothers, 85–95% of their
clients at any time are people of color,
Benner said.

Benner said 39% of Marylanders are
at or below that threshold of basically
living paycheck to paycheck as of Sep-
tember, according to the United Way of
Central Maryland.

Gov. Larry Hogan, R, issued an evic-
tion prevention moratorium at the begin-
ning of the pandemic that runs until Dec.
31.

This has meant an increase in illegal
evictions and smaller landlords going
around this moratorium by not renewing
leases in which tenants have less protec-
tion in these cases in court, according to
the Fair Housing Action Center.

The Women’s Housing Coalition re-
ported that a second wave of the virus
would bring more unemployment, with
the cold weather curtailing businesses
that moved outdoors, and will cause a
dramatic increase in homelessness. 

Gov. Larry Hogan, R, this week an-

nounced increased restrictions in the state
for some businesses as the virus has
spiked in recent days.

In 2019, the National Alliance to End
Homelessness reported that 6,561 people
were homeless on any given night across
Maryland. Seventeen out of 10,000 peo-
ple were homeless in one night in January
of 2019 in the United States, according
to the Aspen Institute.  

The Aspen Institute estimated in Au-
gust that 30 million to 40 million people
could be at risk for eviction in the next
few months.

It was estimated that at the beginning
of the pandemic, 400,000 units would
need to be created in the United States in
order to safely socially distance, isolate,
and protect the homeless against the virus
in place of the crowded shelters that typ-
ically are used, according to the National
Alliance to End Homelessness.

For those who need stable housing,
the Women’s Housing Coalition reported
that there are only three available units
for every 10 families in Maryland who
need them.

The Housing Coalition said there is a
need for a low barrier to entry for all af-
fordable housing through a more effective
and efficient process for paperwork and
inspections. 

Homelessness in Maryland Worsens During COVID-19 Pandemic
By KAITLYN FRANCIS
Capital News Service

Happy Thanksgiving
from The Prince George’s Post
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Governor Hogan Honors Valor Roofing,
Local Veteran-Owned Company
“Raise a Roof for a Veteran” Program Has Provided 10 Roofs to Local Heroes

By DENISE DOUGLAS
Office of the State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County

Grant From Department of
Justice to Help in Solving
Violent Cold Cases in 
Prince George’s County



CONGRATULATIONS JEREMY MITCHELL
Congratulations to Jeremy Mitchell, son of Larry and Patricia

Mitchell and grandson of the late James and Ruth Turner of
Brandywine, Maryland, who has been promoted to 2nd Lieu-
tenant in the US Army.  Jeremy graduated from both Officer
Candidate School (Intelligence/Chemical) May 22, 2020, Fort
Benning Georgia, and Basic Officers Leaders’ Course (Chem-
ical), November 6, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  He finished
in the top 10% of his classes at both of his schools.  A real
tribute to Jeremy as he travels with his wife Shanelle and his
son Jeremiah to his next assignment in Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii for 3 years.

ABOUT THE HONORABLE JAMES E. PROCTOR
Maryland Delegate Proctor was committed to the state’s

historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), especially
with his alma mater, Bowie State University.  With his support,
Bowie State University received approximately $200 million
in state funding over the course of his tenure in Maryland leg-
islature.  Family and friends of Delegate Proctor established an
endowed scholarship in his Bowie State University.

James E. Proctor Jr. Forum on Education, Leadership and
Innovation honors the life and legacy of the late Delegate Proc-
tor, one of Bowie State University’s most distinguished alumni.
The event during American Education Week celebrates out-
standing educators, strengthens the pipeline of students inter-
ested in the profession and showcases education as a lifelong
career.  Each year, the forum offers meaningful opportunities
for students and educators alike to find inspiration and solutions
for 21st century challenges in education.  The forum also high-
lights student and alumni voices.

The Proctor Forum 2020 was held on Wednesday, November
18, 2020, 3–4 p.m.  The forum featured an impactful conversa-
tion about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on higher
education, featuring Bowie State University President Aminta
H. Breaux and Montgomery College President DeRionne P.
Pollard.  Media Contact:  Damita Chambers,
dchambers@bowiestate.edu. 

ONLINE NATIONAL DIABETES PREVENTION
PROGRAM (NDPP)

Are you thinking about making healthy changes to prevent
Type 2 diabetes?  A CDC-recognized diabetes prevention and
lifestyle change program can help you build healthy new habits
that last a lifetime.

When you join a lifestyle change program, you will learn,
laugh, share stories, try new things, and build new habits, all
while lowering your risk of Type 2 diabetes and improving
your health.  Online classes started October 26, 2020.  Space is
limited.  Participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis.  To discuss eligibility requirements and to register
for UM Capital’s upcoming Diabetes Prevention class, please

call 301-254-6763 or email us umcapitalcommunityhealth
@umm.edu.  To obtain more information regarding the National
Diabetes Prevention Program, please visit cdc.gov/diabetes/
prevention.  Information received from University of Maryland
Capital Region Health.  

153RD CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
Sunday, November 15, 2020 Nottingham Myers United

Methodist Church located at 15601 Brooks Church Road, Upper
Marlboro, Maryland 20772, Constance C. Smith, Pastor, cele-
brated their 153rd Church Anniversary.  The Theme was “Be
Steadfast” Scripture:  1 Corinthians 15:58.

Guest Speaker was Reverend Thomas Gorman, pastor of
New Union Church, New Rochelle, New York with Guest Per-
formances.  Congratulations Nottingham Myers on your 153rd
Church Anniversary.

COVID-19 RESTAURANT RESILIENCY FUND
Prince George’s County has announced an appropriation of

$6 million to assist restaurants and food service establishments
that have been adversely affected by the COVID-19 crisis.  The
Restaurant Resiliency Fund will provide grants up to $25,000
to Prince George’s County based restaurants and food estab-
lishments to promote long-term sustainability and resiliency of
business operating at reduced capacity.

Applications will be accepted between November 13, 2020
and December 18, 2020.  For more information visit:
www.pgcedc.com/restaurantfund.  Information received from
At large Council Member “Mel Franklin” Prince George’s
Council Media.

VIRTUAL WINTER COMMENCEMENT
You are invited to join us for our Bowie State University

2020 Virtual Winter Commencement Celebration, Friday, De-
cember 18, 2020 at 10 a.m. at bowiestate.edu/commencement.
Nationally celebrated author and incoming director of the Na-
tional Museum of African American History and Culture Kevin
Young will address about 400 Bowie State University graduates,
including about 100 graduate students, at the Commencement.
He currently serves as the director of the Schomburg Center
for Research in Black Culture, recently named a National His-
toric Landmark, and poetry editor of the New Yorker, where he
hosts the poetry podcast.  He is also a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and was named a Chancellor of
the Academy of American Poets in 2020.  Young has published
13 books of poetry and prose, most recently “Brown” as featured
on the Daily Show with Trevor Noah. In addition to Young,
graduates will hear from a host of celebrities, prominent business
leaders and elected officials in video shout-outs during the live
ceremony.  Damita Chambers, dchambers@bowiestate.edu.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO EVERYONE

ANNOUNCEMENT: Marietta House
Museum’s Virtual Winter Candlelight Tour

Please join, Dr. Julie Rose, the
new Director of Marietta House Mu-
seum, as she welcomes you to our
Virtual Winter Candlelight Tour of
Marietta House on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5 from 6–7 p.m.  

Dr. Rose was previously Director
of Homewood Museum in Baltimore.
We look forward to her vision of
more interactive programming and
examining the history of the enslaved
families at Marietta House Museum. 

This early December, the virtual
tour of Marietta will include the
beautifully decorated historical
rooms and other winter customs
shared throughout the holiday. Enjoy a selection of special recipes that
date from the second half of the 1800s, gift wrapping tips, an ornament-
making craft, and listen to music performed by the Prince George’s Phil-
harmonic and the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. 

A packet for the event includes recipes and craft supplies for the craft
making segment. Packets can be picked up at Marietta House through
weekdays, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. through Dec. 3. 

$5/person. All ages. Please register on Parks Direct for this event. You
must register to receive the link for this event and must have access to Mi-
crosoft Teams.  Questions about registration? Please email
stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com or call 301-464-5291.

Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road, Glenn Dale, MD  20769
and is a property of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission.

—Stacey Hawkins, Marietta House Museum

M-NCPPC, Department of Parks and
Recreation, Prince George’s County Announces
Giving Tuesday Campaign to Benefit 
Peace Cross Restoration
RIVERDALE, Md. (November 17, 2020)—Today the M-NCPPC, Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation in Prince George’s County announced its
2020 Giving Tuesday campaign. All donations received through Giving
Tuesday, December 1, 2020, will be designated for restoration of the
Bladensburg Peace Cross Memorial.

On June 19, 2019, in a landmark decision, the U.S. Supreme Court
voted 7 –2 to allow a Veteran’s memorial cross to continue to stand on
public land in Maryland. The 40-foot-tall monument, commonly referred
to as the Peace Cross, was dedicated in 1925 in the town of Bladensburg
by Gold Star Mothers and The American Legion. It is dedicated in memory
of the service and sacrifice of the 49 county residents who died in World
War I. Standing for 95 years, the Cross is now in need of extensive restora-
tion and refurbishment.

Resource Development Officer, Tracy Wright, stated “Funds are needed
to begin this vital endeavor. To address the need, the Department of Parks
and Recreation will use all funds from Giving Tuesday towards repairing
the Peace Cross.” She continued, “We encourage the community to join us
and help support restoration of this historical monument.”

Join the global celebration of giving and help refurbish the Peace Cross
Memorial with your donation through December 1. Your generosity makes
a difference. To participate in the campaign, visit
www.pgparks.com/4890/Friends-of-the-Parks and click the Peace Cross
button.

—Angel Waldron, M-NCPPC, Department of Parks and Recreation

County Council Announces Recipients of 
FY 2021 Domestic Violence Grant Awards
$500,000 Total Grants Awarded to 9 Nonprofits Targeting
Domestic Violence

The Prince George’s County Council, in an initiative combatting do-
mestic violence and related abuse in the County, has announced a list of
nine (9) nonprofit recipients of the Council’s FY 2021 Domestic Violence
Grants on Thursday, November 19, 2020. 

The Council appropriated $500,000 in FY 2021, for its fifth consecutive
round of grant funding to support prevention activities and programs serving
Housing, Workforce Development, Counseling/Mental Health Services, or
Advocacy/Legal Services needs of County residents who are victims of
domestic violence and other forms of related abuse.  To date, the Council
has awarded $2.5 million in Domestic Violence Grants.

Council Chair Todd M. Turner (D) - District 4, says this funding offers
a vital resource for health and human service nonprofits providing critical
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Domestic violence is a serious threat to the health and safety of our
residents and communities, and the COVID-19 pandemic has worsened
this already pervasive issue.  With this new round of grant funding, the
Council reaffirms its commitment to stem the tide of domestic violence in
Prince George’s County.  These resources continue the Council’s ongoing
Focused Collaboration Grant initiative designed to strengthen communities,
support survivors and their families, and build capacity for organizations
assisting residents and families to live free from the threat of violence. “

Domestic Violence Grant Program Allocations
Dimensions Health Corporation d/b/a 
UM Capital Region Health $     30,000.00
Community Crisis Services, Inc. (CCSI) $   101,000.00
Prince George’s Community College (PGCC) $     79,000.00
The Training Source $     50,000.00
District Heights Youth Development Foundation $     60,000.00
Greater Baden Medical Services $     50,000.00
House of Ruth $     40,000.00
Community Advocate for Family & Youth (CAFY) $     50,000.00
Court Appointed Service Advocates (CASA) $     40,000.00
Total $   500,000.00

—Angela Rouson, Prince George’s County Council Media
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Mystery donation of hats and gloves
now headed to Mexico

In the spring of this year, a large gro-
cery bag showed up on my front porch.
It was filled with winter hats and gloves,
and all of it brand new.  No note, nothing
I could use to track the donor.

Ten pairs of black gloves.  Ten black
hats, some with pompoms, some
pullovers, and some with team names—
New England, Dallas, Boston.

Daughter Therese, who is visiting
from Brownsville, Texas, mentioned that
refugees waiting at the foot of the Gate-
way International Bridge in Matamoros,
Mexico, could use them.  She said it gets
cold in the winter, sometimes in the 30s
with a sharp north wind that cuts right
through their Central American clothes
and donated tents.

She suggested the perfect person to
see to the distribution of these gloves and
hats: Sister Norma Pimentel.

In naming Sister Norma one of the
100 Most Influential People, Time wrote
in the Oct. 5–12, 2020 issue, “Sister Pi-
mentel has been on the front lines of
mercy for three decades, supporting those
seeking refuge in the U.S. along Texas’
border with Mexico.  As executive di-
rector of Catholic Charities of the Rio
Grande Valley, she directs efforts to pro-
vide shelter, food, sanctuary and comfort
to people often treated as less than hu-
man…”

So I boxed up the hats, the gloves and
a letter of explanation and sent them off
to Texas this week.

In closing, I can’t help wondering who
and why that bag of winter duds was left
at my door.  If you know, please contact
me.  

Meanwhile, I can’t help but be
amused thinking about some guy from
Honduras sporting a nice warm beanie
labeled NEW ENGLAND. 

Winter Festival of Lights
Bring a twinkle to your holidays when

you drive through Watkins Regional
Park, which is featuring more than 2.5
million lights.  The Festival begins Fri-
day, Nov. 27, and continues daily through
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1, 2021. 

Fee for car or van: $8 in advance, $10
at the gate.  Also available are multi-visit
passes.  You are advised to purchase tick-
ets in advance at ParksDirect.  Admission
is free on Nov. 30 and Christmas Day. 

Face covering is required when inter-
acting with park personnel.  And remem-
ber to bring canned goods for donation
to local food banks.

Changing landscape
According to the National Park Serv-

ice, no live audience is invited this year
to watch the Dec. 3 lighting of the Na-
tional Christmas Tree on the Ellipse, cit-
ing coronavirus concerns.  However, the
service will be available virtually at 
thenationaltree.org.

The National Museum of the United
States Army officially opened its doors
on Veterans Day 2020.  It’s at 1775 Lib-
erty Drive in Fort Belvoir, Va.  Open
daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission is free
but timed tickets are required 
(thenmusa.org). 

Andrews Discount Tobacco has
opened at 4813 Suitland Road.  Hours
listed:  9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Sat: 9:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m.; Sun.: 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Rainbow Shop, featuring women’s
clothing, has opened in Woodyard Cross-
ing Shopping Center in Clinton.

Coronavirus has done it again.  The
Smithsonian has closed the National Zoo
and seven of its museums, though 
January. 

We’ve been waiting
An announcement was expected on

Nov. 23 about a name for the Zoo’s 3-
month-old giant panda.  The nominees
(and their meanings) were: Fu Zai (pros-
perous boy), Xiao Qi ji (little miracle),
Xing Fu (happy and prosperous) and Zai
Zai (traditional Chinese nickname for a
boy).  Which name won?

Virus update
Thousands in Maryland are flocking

to coronavirus testing sites, hoping for
negative results before visiting family for
Thanksgiving. The virus is spiking and
Governor Hogan is issuing more clos-
ings.

As of Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 5 p.m.,
Maryland had a total of 171,823 cases
with 2,018 added the day before.  Deaths
continue to rise: 16 were added with a
total of 4,351 deaths. 

Meanwhile, I’m still here.  Daughter
Therese Gallegos arrived Sunday from
Brownsville, Texas, to cook and encour-
age for the next few weeks.  I love her
for it.  But she nags me a lot.  I probably
need it.

Morningside Memories: 
Sportsmen’s Club 1980

Lee Collins was president of the
Sportsmen in 1980.  Other officers were
Ernest Bayne, vice president; Joe Car-
lucci, corresponding secretary; Clinton
Stamp, recording secretary; Gary Jurney,
treasurer; Dave Williams, sergeant at
arms.  The Board of Directors included
Bob Walker, Frank Jurney Jr., Fred
Readen and Bob Pitts.

That year, 1980, at the annual Instal-
lation of Officers & Awards Banquet, I
was surprised and honored to be awarded
the Laddie Beardmore Award presented
annually for “civic achievements in the
spirit and standards as set by Mr. Beard-
more.”  Predecessors were Gerald Glaub-
itz, Roscoe and Irene Smith, Lee Ditmars,
Matthew Rosch, R. Dice West Sr. and
Grover Estep. 

I remember Carol Glaubitz
In last week’s 100th birthday tribute

to the late Morningside Mayor Jerry
Glaubitz, I mentioned his daughter Carol.
I was not aware she had died two years
ago.

Carol Ann Lee, 72, who grew up in
Morningside, the daughter of Mayor Ger-
ald and Jean Glaubitz, died Valentine’s
Day Feb. 14, 2018, at her home in
Stevenson, Ala. 

She was a teacher at Stevenson Ele-
mentary School and a member of Steven-
son Cumberland Presbyterian Church.

She was predeceased by her parents
and her husband of 50 years, Robert
Christopher Lee, Jr.  Survivors include

PHOTO COURTESY  MARIETTA HOUSE
MUSEUM

Dr. Julie Rose, the new Director
of Marietta House Museum
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ANNAPOLIS, Md. (November 17, 2020)—”This
virus is spiking out of control,” Gov. Larry Hogan,
R, said during announcements Tuesday restricting
visitations to hospitals and nursing homes and or-
dering 10 p.m. closing times for restaurants and bars,
all in an effort to tackle an ongoing COVID-19
surge.

“We are very concerned that hospitals in western
Maryland are already at capacity,” Hogan added,
citing rising rates of positivity and hospitalizations,
most significantly in rural areas.

In response, Hogan issued a new emergency or-
der, effective Friday at 5 p.m., closing bars and
restaurants at 10 p.m., limiting capacity for retail
and religious spaces to 50%, prohibiting fans at race-
tracks and stadiums, and implementing new hospital
surge management rules.

New surge rules include restricting hospital visi-
tations to end-of-life care, obstetrics, guardians of
minors, and support for people with disabilities, pa-
tient transfer from hospitals at or near capacity, guid-
ance to avoid elective procedures that may require
ventilation, ICU or nursing facility care.

Nursing home visits were also limited to com-
passionate care with visitors being required to have

proof of a negative COVID-19
test result within 72 hours prior
to their visit. This is in addition to
mandatory twice-weekly testing
for nursing home staff and manda-
tory weekly testing for residents.

These restrictions are in addi-
tion to previous indoor dining re-
ductions from 75% to 50%,
mandatory telework implementa-
tion for state employees and out-
of-state travel advisories, all an-
nounced on Nov. 11.

Dr. Thomas Scalea, the physi-
cian-in-chief of the Shock Trauma
Center at the University of Mary-
land Medical Center, spoke fur-
ther on the plan for hospitals near
or at capacity to more easily trans-
fer patients to available hospitals
when necessary.

“Now a single phone call will
give (providers) access to the ap-
propriate level of critical care services,” Scalea said.

As of Tuesday [Nov. 17], the Maryland Depart-
ment of Health reported nearly 170,000 confirmed
COVID-19 cases, over 1,000 hospitalizations and
over 4,000 deaths.

Scalea and Hogan noted lessons learned during
the first surge beginning in March that are now sav-
ing lives.

“I can’t remember learning this much, this fast
about a disease. That doesn’t mean everybody lives
though,” Scalea cautioned. “They’re not universally
successful. We’d be really happy to (use these les-
sons) less often.”

Hogan also was cautiously optimistic about the
state seeing fewer deaths from the disease than dur-
ing the early stages of the pandemic.

However, he stated that while the first wave af-
fected mostly suburban areas, this current surge is
hitting western Maryland particularly hard, especially
Allegany and Garrett counties.

“Certain people there had a false sense of secu-
rity,” Hogan said, referring to the western counties

where cases are spiking. “Maybe they weren’t being
as careful and not wearing masks. Now they’re call-
ing us, begging for help, and we’re sending strike
teams and moving patients out of their crowded hos-
pitals.”

He stated another problem is with contact tracing
compliance. Many refuse to give information to trac-
ers regarding possible COVID-19 exposure.

“A little more than half, if we contact them, they
don’t want to participate,” Hogan said. “We have to
get the word out for people to participate.”

But one area of critical success has been with the
state’s electronic exposure notification system.

MD COVID Alert is a mobile phone app de-
signed to assist contact tracing efforts and help limit
the community spread of the disease by alerting
users to possible virus exposure.

The app was launched Nov. 10, and Hogan stated
almost a million Marylanders have already signed
up for the system.

“The battle’s not getting any easier,” he said.
“But we have more weapons and more soldiers on
the field, and we’re in a better position to fight back.”

By PHILIP VAN SLOOTEN
Capital News Service

Hogan Details Further Efforts to 
Fight Pandemic Surge
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TEMPLE HILLS, Md. (November 17, 2020)—Strong
Attitudes Supporting Sistahs, Inc. is getting in the holiday
spirit by partnering with Women Offering Wealth, Hope
Toys & Laughter and Port Towns Church to host an
amazing virtual Christmas event on December 19, 2020
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. It is our hope this year to gift the
families in Prince George’s County, MD and the sur-
rounding areas with Christmas Surprises including a per-
sonal message from Santa and Gifts for registered fami-
lies from major Sponsors including Prince George’s
County (MD) Chapter, The Links Incorporated Donna
C. Graves, President.

Families can register for A December to Remember
Christmas Giveaway via christmasgiveaway.

eventbrite.com. This year due to the pandemic we wanted
to continue to spread holiday hope and joy for this up-
coming holiday season while continuing to promote so-
cial distance. To reach our goal, we are asking our friends,
partners, and businesses in the community to contribute
to our efforts in the following ways:
• Adopting a Family (On registered list)
• Donation of Gift Cards
• Monetary Donations (Donation direct link will be pro-
vided on Flier)

• Virtual Volunteer (Please email: volunteer@
womenofferingwealth.org)

• Businesses (with products and or services) offering
coupons, free products, and services are appreciated
To learn more about our Christmas event, including

how to become a sponsor or volunteer please contact 202-
601-0333 or email womenofferingwealth@gmail.com

By JERRE’ SMITH
Strong Attitudes Supporting Sistahs, Inc.

Strong Attitudes Supporting Sistahs, Inc.
Joins Women Offering Wealth to Host a
December to Remember Christmas
Giveaway for Families 
Through partnership(s), sponsorship(s) and community member(s)we can successfully
spread hope and joy this holiday season.

Sheehy Auto Stores Collects
More Than 2,400 Pounds of
Food During Annual Fall 
Food Drive

FAIRFAX, Va. (November 18,
2020)—Sheehy Auto Stores
collectively donated more than
2,400 pounds of food (enough
to provide meals to 2,000 peo-
ple) through their annual Fall
Food Drive. 

“The circumstances this
year have resulted in a consid-
erable need for assistance and
basics such as food for many
families,” said Vince Sheehy,
President of Sheehy Auto
Stores.  “We are proud of our
employees, partners and com-
munities who helped make
this substantial difference as
we head into the holiday sea-
son.”

The 29 dealerships donated
the items to food banks and
non-profit organizations in
their communities to include
Ashland Christian Emergency
Services (ACES), Chesterfield
Food Bank, Christ House, Ec-

umenical Community Helping
Others (ECHO), Emmaus
Center, Fauquier FISH Food
Bank, Food for Others, Fred-
ericksburg Regional Food
Bank, The Lamb Center,
Lighthouse Shelter, Manna
Food Center, Oxon Hill Food
Pantry, Perry Hall United
Methodist Church, Southern
Maryland Food Bank, St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church in
Hagerstown, The St. Lucy
Food Project, Stafford Serve,
WFCM Food Bank.

Sheehy Auto Stores is the 37th
largest dealer group in the
country and serves customers
throughout the Mid-Atlantic.  A
family-owned business which
began as one Ford store in
1966 in Marlow Heights, Md.,
the company has grown to
more than $1.6 billion in sales
with more than 45,000 new and
used vehicles sold each year.
For more information, visit
www.sheehy.com.

LARGO, Md. (November 16,
2020)—The Prince George’s
County Memorial Library Sys-
tem (PGCMLS) is honored to
serve all Prince George’s County
residents by providing access to
services, educational resources,
and engaging programs that sup-
port community needs and a high
quality of life. PGCMLS is proud
to announce the launch of its
Strategic Framework 2021–2024,
which will guide the work of the
Library over the next three years
with a new mission, vision, val-
ues, and strategic focus areas. The
framework provides a foundation
for ongoing collaborations be-
tween PGCMLS staff, the Board
of Library Trustees, and commu-
nity members to strengthen the
Library’s role as a responsive and
trusted community-driven organ-
ization.

The Library’s new mission, vi-
sion, and values reflect the com-
munity’s heritage and a bold and
aspirational approach to the fu-

ture.
• Mission: We build relation-
ships that support discovery by
providing equal access to op-
portunities and experiences.

• Vision:We provide a collabo-
rative foundation within the
community for all Prince Geor-
gians to create the world they
want to see.

• Values: We are Prince
George’s Proud and put com-
munity first by being welcom-
ing, curious, accessible, kind,
collaborative, and resilient.
Strategic Framework

2021–2024 is the result of an 18-
month strategic planning process
led by the PGCMLS staff strate-
gic planning team, the PGCMLS
Board of Library Trustees, Mar-
garet Sullivan Studio, and Ashana
Crichton of Arc Growth. “Our
strategic planning process was
highly collaborative and focused
on gathering and analyzing com-
munity feedback to shape the fu-
ture of the Library,” said Roberta
Phillips, the Library’s chief ex-
ecutive officer. “I am grateful to
and proud of all who participated

in shaping the future of
PGCMLS.”

Community input and feed-
back will be essential to setting
implementation goals for the
Strategic Framework over the
next year. Special initiatives will
focus on five strategic focus ar-
eas: inclusion, literacy and learn-
ing, personal achievement, cre-
ativity, and healthy living. These
focus areas align with the Prince
George’s County government’s
“Proud Priorities” and Forward
Task Force Report, which re-
spond to the immediate and long-
term goals for developing a
stronger Prince George’s County.

“For many community mem-
bers, the Library is the most fre-
quent and visible point of contact
with the County’s government,
providing access not just to li-
brary resources, but also to many
services supplied by other public
and private sector organizations.
This makes collaboration and in-
novation key to the Library’s ef-
forts to unlock and expand our
community’s potential,” said
Brett Crawford, President of the

Board of Library Trustees.
Community members may ex-

plore the Library’s new Strategic
Framework Microsite to learn
more about the Library’s path
into the future. Feedback and
suggestions are welcome and
may be submitted to
pr@pgcmls.info. A downloadable
version of Strategic Framework
2021–2024, featuring artwork by
Prince George’s County-based
artist Jay Durrah, is available at
https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1 e R h H h G c b M c F W - i -
fr7K5miexaTXoSurb/view.

The Library will host two vir-
tual community conversations to
introduce Strategic Framework
2021-2024 and answer any ques-
tions. Both events are open to the
public. Visit pgcmls.info/events
for more information.
• Thursday, December 3 at 4
p.m.: Community Conversa-
tion with Roberta Phillips (reg-
istration not required)

• Monday, January 25 at 7
p.m.: Strategic Framework
Virtual Town Hall (registration
required)

The Community’s Library:
PGCMLS Launches Strategic Framework 2021–2024
By NICHOLAS A. BROWN
PGCMLS

SCREENSHOT BY PHILIP VAN SLOOTEN / CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

Gov. Larry Hogan and Dr. Thomas Scalea, the physician-in-
chief of shock trauma at the University of Maryland Medical
Center, explain a plan to move critically ill patients more easily
from crowded to available hospitals on Nov. 17, 2020, in An-
napolis, Maryland.

By PRESS OFFICER
Sheehy Auto Stores, Inc.

Prince George’s Community College
African American Studies Institute
Receives Grant for Black Culture
Matters Virtual Series

LARGO, Md. (November 19, 2020)—Prince
George’s Community College’s (PGCC)
African American Studies Institute (AASI)
received a $1,000 grant from the Maryland
Humanities Council to support its ground-
breaking virtual community series: Black Cul-
ture Matters conceived by newly appointed
AASI Director Dr. Iyelli Ichile.

The four-part series examined ways in
which people of African descent have under-
stood and expressed their own humanity and
affirmed cultural traditions, memories, and
meaning-making with which they have resis-
ted being thingified. Discussions offered his-
torical insight followed by live question and
answer sessions, which allowed the commu-
nity to think about the ways in which ex-
panded knowledge might inform the racially-

charged present moment.
Since August 28, the Black Culture Matters

lectures featured a diverse lineup of speakers
and topics, which included “Celebrating While
Black: From Juneteenth to Black August” fea-
turing Dr. Karanji Keita Carroll; “Black Hair-
atage, History and Healing” featuring Dr.
Afiya Mangum-Mbillshaka; “Writing Free-
dom: Black Literature and Social Justice” fea-
turing Dr. Tony Medina; and “Media, Music,
and Memory” featuring Dr. Jared Bell.

“My vision for Black Culture Matters and
for AASI was to provide meaningful educa-
tional experiences concerning people of
African descent while upholding the impera-
tives of Africana Studies as both an academic
discipline and a force for social transforma-
tion,” said Dr. Iyelli Ichile, director of AASI

See GRANT Page A6

By SONJI JOYNER
PGCC



BALTIMORE (November 20,
2020)—U.S. Senator Ben Cardin
(D-Md.), a senior member of the
Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee and Special Representative on
Anti-Semitism, Racism, and Intol-
erance for the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) Parliamentary Assembly,
released the following statement
in response to President Donald
Trump’s attempts to delay and
overturn the presidential election
results. Senator Cardin has previ-
ously urged the General Services
Administrator (GSA) to officially
trigger the transition process.

“The American people voted in
a free and fair election with a ma-
jority voting for former Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden over President
Trump. This was not the closest
election in our nation’s history—
by far. President-Elect Biden won
the election by more than 5 million
votes and won 306 electoral votes
compared to 232 electoral votes
for President Trump, by the current
count.  Election security offi-
cials—Democrats, Republican,
and independents—have all certi-
fied that we held a free and fair
election. Last week, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS)

stated that ‘the November 3rd elec-
tion was ‘the most secure in Amer-
ican history’ and that ‘there is no
evidence that any voting system
deleted or lost votes, changed
votes, or was in any way compro-
mised.’

“President Trump responded
by firing the head of the DHS
agency overseeing election secu-
rity, pursuing baseless and
groundless lawsuits, and promot-
ing wild conspiracy theories about
a rigged election. These lawsuits
have been dismissed as frivolous
by both state and federal judges
that were appointed by both Re-
publican and Democratic chief
executives. All state and local of-
ficials must now follow the law,
certify the results, and convene
the Electoral College in Decem-
ber to cast their votes according
to the popular vote winners in
their respective states.

“American presidents are sup-
posed to uphold the rule of law in
our nation. I call upon President
Trump to uphold his oath to ‘take
care that the laws be faithfully ex-
ecuted.’ He must stop trying to
meddle in the legal certification
process of the states and immedi-
ately direct the U.S. General Serv-

ices Administration to begin the
transition process for President-
Elect Biden, who will take the
oath of office on January 20,
2021. President Trump should fol-
low the examples of Presidents
Barack Obama, George W. Bush,
Bill Clinton, and George H.W.
Bush and others in terms of a
peaceful and orderly transition of
power. During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, lives in-
creasingly are put at risk the more
we delay this inevitable transition
for petty political purposes.

“We are a democracy and not
an autocracy. We cannot allow
President Trump to do the bidding
of President Putin and other dic-
tators by trying to undermine
valid election results. If a foreign
leader was acting in such a blatant
way to overturn legitimate elec-
tion results, the full United States
Congress would forcefully con-
demn such autocratic and unde-
mocratic moves. My Republican
Congressional colleagues need to
stop coddling President Trump’s
ego and put our national security
first. They must insist that Presi-
dent Trump allow the transition
process for President-Elect Biden
to move forward immediately.”

“Because of the racial inequities we have built
into our essential systems, they have become com-
bustion engines of misery. The virus flows freely
in high-risk areas like holding cells, police en-
counters, low-wage workplaces, and public transit.
The pistons of residential segregation, genera-
tional poverty, and targeted disinvestment along
racial lines apply pressure … We can only defeat
this pandemic by accepting those essential truths,
and making the choices to shut down the engines
of misery for good.”

—Phillip Atiba Goff, Amelia M. Haviland,
Tracey Lloyd, Mikaela Meyer, and Rachel 
Warren; authors of the Center for Policing 

Equity’s COVID-19 Modeling Project

This week, just as the nation reached the tragic
milestone of more than a quarter-million deaths
from COVID-19, the Centers for Disease Control
revealed that Black, Latino, and Native American
people are being hospitalized at nearly four times
the rate of whites.

Just a day after the CDC’s findings were re-
ported, Stanford University researchers published
a study that found more than half of hospital deaths
from COVID-19 were Black or Hispanic patients.

Bringing the pandemic under control in the
United States starts with controlling it in the worst-
hit communities. And that starts with the guidance
and expertise of Black health professionals.

For the last several months, a task force formed

by the nation’s oldest Black physicians group has
been monitoring the development of a COVID-
19 vaccine.

The National Medical Association’s task force
of infectious disease and immunization experts
has been reviewing data to confirm the strength
of scientific evidence and that diversity is repre-
sented in clinical trials.

“We’re really doing this to be a source of trusted
information for our physicians and our community
… in order for us to speak to the safety and allo-
cation within the African American community,”
NMA President Dr. Leon McDougle told CBS
News.

This week, the National Urban League joined
forces in that effort, initiating a first-of-its-kind
conversation between Black journalists and a coali-
tion of Black health professionals including NMA,
the Black Coalition Against COVID-19 have part-
nered with Meharry Medical College, Howard
University College of Medicine, Morehouse
School of Medicine, Charles R. Drew University
of Medicine and Science, the National Black
Nurses Association and BlackDoctor.org.

On December 10, we will present a town hall
on the development and potential distribution of a
vaccine.

The National Urban League has repeatedly de-
manded that any vaccine distribution plan avoid
the mistakes that were made with test distribution
in the spring. Rather than rely largely on private
physicians and chain pharmacies—largely absent
from poor Black neighborhoods—distribution
must incorporate community-based providers like
churches and other faith-based organizations, com-
munity centers, and Urban League affiliates.

The equitable framework for vaccine allocation

developed by the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine recommends that “spe-
cial efforts are made to deliver vaccine to residents
of high-vulnerability areas.”

The first of the framework’s four phases include
people with underlying conditions such as cancer,
serious heart conditions, or sickle cell disease, that
put them at significantly higher risk of severe
COVID-19 disease or death.  African Americans
are disproportionately represented among this
group. As the National Academies noted:

Black, Hispanic or Latinx, American Indian
and Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian and Pa-
cific Islanders have been disproportionately im-
pacted by COVID-19 with higher rates of trans-
mission, morbidity, and mortality.  This reflects
the impact of systemic racism leading to higher
rates of comorbidities that increase the severity of
COVID-19 infection and the socio-economic fac-
tors that increase likelihood of acquiring the in-
fection, such as having front-line jobs, crowded
living conditions, lack of access to personal pro-
tective equipment, and inability to work from
home.

While we are making every effort to plan for
an equitable vaccine distribution plan, it’s impor-
tant to remember that there is no vaccine right
now. FDA approval may be imminent, but it hasn’t
happened yet. Until a vaccine is available our best
chance of survival is to mask up, and avoid large
gatherings.

Avoiding large gatherings is a bitter pill to swal-
low during this holiday time, when we’re missing
our friends and family, especially after more than
eight weeks of social restrictions. But there is a
light at the end of this tunnel, and we’re working
to make sure it shines equally on Black America. 
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I recently received a note from
my dear and evergreen friend
Maria Nhambu with wise counsel
that has circulated for many years
under titles like “The Balance
Sheet of Life” and “Things We
Should All Know.” In a world
where so much is uncertain and
confusing this message is time-
less and includes tenets of all the
great faiths that help bind us to-
gether as human beings:

The most destructive habit:
Worry.

The greatest joy: Giving.
The greatest loss: Loss of self-

respect.
The most satisfying work:

Helping others.
The ugliest personality trait:

Selfishness.
The greatest “shot in the arm”:

Encouragement.
The greatest problem to over-

come: Fear.
The most effective sleeping

pill: Peace of mind.
The most crippling disease:

Excuses.
The most powerful force in

life: Love.

The most dangerous act: Gos-
sip.

The world’s most incredible
computer: The brain.

The worst thing to be without:
Hope.

The deadliest weapon: The
tongue.

The two most power-filled
words: I can.

The greatest asset: Faith.
The most worthless emotion:

Self-pity.
The most beautiful attire: A

smile.
The most prized possession:

Integrity.

The most powerful channel of
communication: Prayer.

The most contagious spirit:
Enthusiasm.

Marion Wright Edelman
President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

Words to Live By

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

Cardin: Republicans Must Insist the
Transition to President-elect Biden
Move Forward Immediately
We are a democracy and not an autocracy. We cannot allow President Trump
undermine legitimate election results.

To Be Equal:

National Urban League Is Working
With a Landmark Coalition of 
Black Medical Professionals to 
Ensure a COVID-19 Vaccine 
Is Safe and Equitably Distributed
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LARGO, Md. (November 20, 2020)—County
Executive Angela Alsobrooks and the Board of
Directors of FSC First are pleased to announce
that FSC First has been selected by Citi Founda-
tion as one of 30 Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions (CDFIs) nationwide to col-
lectively receive $15 Million in grants.

Citi Foundation announced the grants are
funded to support CDFIs efforts to provide small
businesses with the vital resources needed to sus-
tain their operations and support economically
vulnerable households impacted by COVID-19.
The CDFIs, which will each receive $500,000 in
unrestricted funding, were selected through an
open Request for Proposals application process
based on their strong track record of serving small
businesses owned by people of color and under-
served individuals and communities.

Kenneth L. White, Chairman of the Board,
said, “the FSC First Board of Directors thanks
Citi Foundation for this new partnership to further
our mission to increase our funding capacity and
provide creative and innovative business financ-
ing solutions to small businesses in the State of
Maryland.”

“We are so pleased to be selected for this gen-
erous award”, stated Shelly M. Gross-Wade, Pres-
ident & CEO of FSC First. “This endorsement of
the great work we do at FSC First encourages us
to continue pivoting to provide increased access
to capital for our local businesses greatest im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.”

The grant proceeds will be used to fund Loan
Loss Reserves and support FSC First efforts to
deliver enhanced technical assistance and in-
creased awareness of its direct loans and grant
opportunities for small and minority-owned busi-
nesses, while also supporting the automation and
integration of its loan processing systems. 

FSC First Selected by Citi Foundation to Receive a
$500,000 Grant
By PRESS OFFICER
FSC First

Congratulations Council Member Rodney Streeter—
2020 Recipient Phyllis Campbell Newsome Award

District 7 Council Member Rodney C. Streeter
is the honored recipient of the 2020 Phyllis Camp-
bell Newsome Public Policy Leadership Award,
which highlights the work of elected and non-
elected officials who have gone above and beyond
in partnership with the nonprofit sector to ensure
more vibrant communities. Upon accepting the
award, presented virtually on Thursday, Novem-
ber 19, by the Center for Nonprofit Advancement
during its 41st Annual Celebration honoring non-
profits, Council Member Streeter noted, “The

work of your organization and the nonprofit com-
munity is paramount to the viability of all com-
munities. Let us continue to progress and thank
you for your firm partnership and able advocacy.”
Each year, the Center honors four public officials
with this award. One official is recognized from
each of the jurisdictions the Center supports in-
cluding, Prince George’s and Montgomery coun-
ties, the District of Columbia, and Northern Vir-
ginia.
—Council Connections, November 20, 2020
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CLINTON, Md. (November 18, 2020)—MedStar
Southern Maryland Hospital Center has added
Alireza Meighani, MD, to their team of gastroen-
terologists. Dr. Meighani is board certified in gas-
troenterology and internal medicine and treats all
types of gastrointestinal issues. He is particularly
passionate about helping people with inflamma-
tory bowel disease (IBD) and autoimmune dis-
eases, such as ulcerative colitis.

“I see a wide range of patients such as ones
who are in pain from various GI disorders or pa-
tients who can’t swallow food because they have
a narrowing in their esophagus,” said Dr.
Meighani. “When I can do things like dilate the
esophagus so they can eat normally again or re-
move a pre-cancerous polyp during a screening
colonoscopy, that changes patients’ lives, it moti-
vates me.”

Dr. Meighani believes the journey leading up
to the procedure is just as important as the proce-
dure itself. He focuses on discussing patients’
goals and desired outcomes in a clear, compas-

sionate manner. These
conversations allow him
to consider each person’s
unique needs and circum-
stances when developing
their treatment plan. “I
am very intentional about
how I relate to my pa-
tients from the very be-
ginning,” he said. “I always want my patients to
get the best care possible, just as I would want
for myself.”

Dr. Meighani graduated from medical school
at Gulf Medical University outside Dubai and
completed his residency in internal medicine at
Henry Ford Health System in Detroit. He stayed
at Henry Ford to complete his fellowship in gas-
troenterology, where he was selected as chief fel-
low. Now at MedStar Southern Maryland, he said,
“I love the patient population here. I’m able to
really put my skills to use and help people. It’s
very fulfilling.”  

Dr. Meighani’s office is located at 7501 Sur-
ratts Road, Suite 206 Clinton, MD 20735. For an
appointment, please call 301-877-4599.

New Gastroenterologist Joins MedStar
Southern Maryland Hospital Center 
Alireza Meighani, MD, is now accepting new patients in
Clinton

Ask Rusty:

Claim Now and Invest it, 
Or Wait to Claim?
By RUSSELL GLOOR, 
AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  I’m 66 now and will be 67 in December and my question is this:
Should I take Social Security now or wait? I’m still working full time and
plan to work for a few more years, at least until I’m 70 but maybe longer. I
was told by a friend that I should take my Social Security now and put the
money into savings, invest it or use it. And, since I’m still working, I’m still
contributing to Social Security, so that when I reach 70 I should get the full
amount. I’m not sure if this is accurate so would like to hear your advice.
Signed: Uncertain Lady

Dear Uncertain Lady: By taking your Social Security benefit now you will
be locking into a benefit amount that is smaller than it would otherwise be if
you wait longer to claim. You’ve already reached your Social Security full
retirement age (FRA) of 66 and, since then, have been earning delayed retire-
ment credits (DRCs) at the rate of .667% per month of delay past your FRA.
You will continue to earn those DRCs—an 8% higher benefit for each year
you delay—until age 70 when your benefit will be 32% more than it would
have been at 66 and 24% more than at age 67. Can you do better than that by
taking a smaller benefit now and investing it? That depends upon what type
of investing you intend to do. I cannot answer that for you, but a guaranteed
8% increase in your benefit amount for each year you delay, resulting in a
much higher benefit for the rest of your life, is pretty hard to beat.

It is true that continuing to work now may help increase your Social
Security benefit, but that’s true regardless of when you claim. Your benefit
will be based upon the 35 highest earning years over your lifetime (adjusted
for inflation) at the time you claim. If, after your benefits start, your current
earnings are higher than any of those used to originally compute your benefit,
you will get credit for those higher earnings and your benefit will increase.
Even after you claim benefits, Social Security examines your new earnings
every year to see if you’re entitled to a higher benefit. And you will get credit
for your current earnings even if you wait and continue to earn those DRCs
for a much higher benefit later. 

In the end, when to claim Social Security is a decision that should consider
your current and future financial needs, and your health and estimated
longevity. If you are working and don’t need the extra money right now, and
like the idea of a higher benefit later, after you are done working, then waiting
to claim makes sense, especially if you’re in good health and expect at least
average longevity. Average life expectancy today for a woman your age is
about 87, and if you attain at least the average, you’ll collect much more in
cumulative lifetime benefits by waiting longer to claim. Conversely, if your
longevity outlook is less than average and you need the money now, claiming
earlier is a perfectly good strategy.

One last thing to consider: if you are married and your husband is collecting
benefits, you are eligible to file a “restricted application for spousal benefits
only” which would let you collect a spouse benefit equal to half of your hus-
band’s FRA benefit amount, while allowing your own benefit to continue to
grow until age 70. You can do this because you were born in 1953, before the
cutoff date of January 2, 1954. The option was eliminated for anyone born
after that date.  

The 2.3 million member Association of Mature American Citizens [AMAC]
www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization that takes its
marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a non-profit, non-
partisan organization representing the membership in our nation’s capital
and in local Congressional Districts throughout the country. And the AMAC
Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org) is the Association’s non-profit or-
ganization, dedicated to supporting and educating America’s Seniors. To-
gether, we act and speak on the Association members’ behalf, protecting
their interests and offering a practical insight on how to best solve the prob-
lems they face today. Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac.   

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Social Security Matters
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Gastroenterologist
Dr. Alireza Meighani

By CHERYL RICHARDSON
MedStar Health

County Council Convenes Final Session of
Legislative Year 2020
Supports Continued Declaration of Emergency; Authorizes COVID19-Related Public Safety Hazard
Pay; Adopts “Healthy Kids Meals” Legislation; Enacts Several Zoning Bills

The Prince George’s County Council convened virtually for
its final session of Legislative Year 2020 on Tuesday, November
17, 2020.   The Council will meet on December 1, 2020, for
the Exchange of the Gavel, and schedule a December date to
convene in response to COVID-19.

Council Chair Todd M. Turner (D) – District 4, commended
the Council’s work over the past year to pass legislation ad-
dressing the needs and concerns of residents, especially during
the unprecedented challenges presented by the COVID-19
global pandemic.

“This has been a challenging Legislative Year for the Council
and the residents we are privileged to represent.  I commend my
Council colleagues, and the Legislative Branch staff, for a very
successful year of work on behalf of Prince Georgians.  In col-
laboration  with County Executive Alsobrooks and her admin-
istration, we were able to enact legislation that improves quality
of life for County residents, and the issues that concern us all,
especially during this time of crisis.”

The day-long session began with the introduction of Council
Resolutions, followed by a review of Proposed Correspondence,
27 public hearings, and several measures eligible for a final
Council vote, including CR-125-2020, legislation concerning
the County’s seventh continued Declaration of Emergency, and
Council Bill CB-071-2020, more commonly known as the

“Healthy Kids Meal Bill.” Several zoning bills and legislation
related to hazard pay for public safety and other County officials
were also approved.

Among the bills enacted on Tuesday, and subject to County
Executive Angela Alsobrooks’ signature:

Prince George’s County Continued Declaration of
Emergency

Tuesday’s Council action included the introduction and
adoption of CR-125-2020, legislation continuing the County’s
Declaration of Emergency. Council Bill 125-2020, the County’s
seventh continued Declaration of Emergency addressing the
impact of the current COVID-19 surge  and the County’s return
to a hybrid Phase1/Modified Phase2 status, as recently an-
nounced by County Executive Angela Alsobrooks.

Healthy Kids Meals
Council Members voted unanimously to approve CB-071-

2020, far-reaching legislation to provide healthy food options
for young people in the immediate community.  Following the
unanimous vote, Council Member Sydney Harrison commented,
“As the bill’s sponsor, Vice-Chair of the Council’s Health, Hu-
man Services committee, and a member of this legislative body
committed to ‘Health in All Policies,’ I want to thank my

By ANGELA ROUSON
Prince George’s County Council Media

See COUNTY COUNCIL Page A6

LANDOVER, Md. (November 18, 2020)—On Saturday, No-
vember 14, the Prince George’s County Association of REAL-
TORS® (PGCAR) hosted a Thanksgiving Meal Drive-By co-
sponsored by Damion Lee and Michelle Riddick of The L.E.E.
Way Foundation and Giant Food. Members of the Association’s
Community Service Committee and Young Professionals Net-
work (YPN) joined volunteers from The L.E.E. Way Foundation
on Friday (11/13/2020) to prepare and pack holiday food gift
bags. The gift bags were delivered on Saturday morning
(11/14/2020) to 75 families in need at a drive-by event held at
PGCAR’s offices in Landover, MD.

“2020 has been a challenging year! Our Thanksgiving Food
Drive-By is a way for REALTORS® to support families who
have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic in hopes of
providing them with a sense of normalcy and bring joy this hol-
iday season. It is important to sup-
port the communities where we
live, work, and play,” stated PG-
CAR President, Shameeka Price.

YPN Chair, Carole Webb
shared; “Through the assistance
of the Prince George’s County
Department of Social Services,
75 families were identified and
invited to receive a dinner con-
sisting of a whole turkey along
with all of the fixings of a tradi-
tional holiday feast, including
dessert!”

The L.E.E. Way Foundation’s
co-founder Michelle Riddick
stated; “It’s important for The
L.E.E. Way Foundation to part-
ner with PGCAR to give meals
to families in need during this

season. We’re in a pandemic and it’s difficult for some people
to have a traditional Thanksgiving holiday. We want to help
provide that for them.”

The L.E.E. Way Foundation was founded by NBA’s Damion
Lee of the Golden State Warriors and Michelle Riddick.  The
L.E.E. Way Foundation’s goal is “to provide a sense of com-
munity and safe environment for the youth around the world.
Focusing on self-esteem, team-work, relationship building, com-
munication, and leadership skills they strive to give youth an
opportunity to be heard and room to grow.”

The Prince George’s County Association of REALTORS® is the
voice for real estate in Prince George’s County, Maryland, rep-
resenting more than 3,500 real estate professionals in the national
capital area. PGCAR is an affiliate of the Maryland and National
Association of REALTORS®. We are proud to serve our members
and our community and work to ensure professionalism in the
industry. 
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By ERICA KALEDA
Prince George’s County Association of REALTORS®

REALTORS® Host Thanksgiving Meal Give-Away Drive-by
Event in Partnership With Golden State Warrior’s Damion Lee, 
The L.E.E. Way Foundation, and Giant Food



and History professor at PGCC. “I could not be prouder of the important
work presented and discussed during our Black Culture Matters series.
In partnership with Maryland Humanities Council, the series exceeded
our goals of registering more than 4,000 worldwide online participants,
including Australia,” she added.

The mission of the African American Studies Institute at Prince
George’s Community College is to facilitate the critical study of the
realities and possibilities of people of African descent—both in and
beyond the Prince George’s County learning community. Anchored in
the Division of the Humanities, English, and Social Sciences at PGCC,
the AASI engages in digital outreach, educational programs, research,
and community partnerships. The primary goal is to create spaces in
which Black lifeways are affirmed, justice is a top priority, and healthy
futures are envisioned. 

Maryland Humanities is a statewide, educational nonprofit organization
that creates and supports educational experiences in the humanities that
inspire all Marylanders to embrace lifelong learning, exchange ideas
openly, and enrich their communities.

Named a National Center of Academic Excellence in Information As-
surance designated by the National Security Agency and Department of
Homeland Security (2015-2020), Prince George’s Community College
(PGCC) provides high-quality education and training for the progressive
and career-oriented residents of Prince George’s County. From new
high school graduates and career seekers to more seasoned professionals
and senior citizens looking to enhance their skillsets, PGCC is comprised
of students who represent a wide range of ages, backgrounds, and goals.
Serving nearly 35,000 individuals annually, the College is the first choice
for higher education for residents of Prince George’s County. Collabo-
rative partnerships, responsive degree and training programs, and a
commitment to student success enables PGCC to address diverse edu-
cation and workforce development demands. For more information, visit
the college website at www.pgcc.edu. 
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DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, RVs
Lutheran Mission Society of MD.
Compassion Place ministries help lo-
cal families with food, clothing, coun-
seling. Tax deductible. MVA license
#W1044. 410-636-0123, www.Com-
passionPlace.org

Let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC Ad Services assist you in
growing your business and increasing
your customer base.  CALL TODAY
at 410-212-0616 and start seeing re-
sults NOW!

Let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC Ad Services assist you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting

your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the District of Columbia, PG,
Montgomery, Howard and Anne
Arundel Counties. Call today at 410-
212-0616 and start seeing results
NOW.

Place a business card-sized ad in the
Regional Small Display Advertising
Network! Reach 1,000,000 readers
with just one call, one placement, and
one bill in over 63 newspapers in
Maryland TODAY! Get the REACH
and RESULTS for just pennies on the
dollar! Call 410-212-0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com.

Increase the digital presence of your
business!  Contact MDDC Ad Serv-
ices to receive a FREE Digital Foot-
print Consultation for your business
from a TOP PERFORMING adver-
tising agency!  Call 443-508-1936,
www.mddcadservices.com.

Increase the digital presence of your
business!  Contact MDDC Ad Serv-
ices to receive a FREE Digital Foot-
print Consultation for your business
from a TOP PERFORMING adver-
tising agency!  Call 443-508-1936,
www.mddcadservices.com. 

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets!  CONNECT with
the Multimedia Specialists of MDDC
Ad Services - With one call, one
placement, one bill, you’ll reach the
entire state of Maryland through over
60 highly read newspapers read by
affluent, expendable-income con-
sumers.  Call 410-212-0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com

Let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC Ad Services assist you in
growing your business and increasing

your customer base.  Call today at
410-212-0616 and start seeing results
NOW.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets!  CONNECT with
the Multimedia Specialists of MDDC
Ad Services.  Expand your brand’s
reach in our Bulk Advertising Net-
work - CALL TODAY! With one call,
one placement, one bill, you’ll reach
over 1,000,000 readers in the entire
Mid-Atlantic region.  Call 410-212-
0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets!  CONNECT with
the Multimedia Specialists of MDDC
Ad Services.  Expand your brand’s
reach in our Bulk Advertising Net-
work - CALL TODAY! With one call,
one placement, one bill, you’ll reach
over 1,000,000 readers in the entire
Mid-Atlantic region.  Call 410-212-
0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com.
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SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D’Arcy Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORD OF GOD
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes You Where Jesus
Christ Is Lord and King

Stephen L. Wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland Road
College Park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church Directory 
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
Call Today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road Landover, MD
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday Biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 
7:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Saturday Worship: 

6:30 p.m

‘WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS
WITH JESUS’: 

12 noon (The Power Hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS BUSINESS SERVICES BUSINESS SERVICES SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

The 
Prince 
George’s Post

Your Newspaper

of Legal Record

Serving Prince George’s County Since 1932

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

We exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 Oxon Hill Road

Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(Adults & Children) - 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service - 11:00 A.M.
Wed. Prayer Service & Bible

Study - 7:00 P.M.
Office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FHBC@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. Waymond B. Duke

Grant from A3

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 Hill Road, Landover, MD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“We are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful Thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
Upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Kendrick D. Weaver, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Council colleagues and staff for their support and assistance with the
passage of this groundbreaking legislation that moves us closer to a
Healthier Prince George’s County.  I also want to thank coalition part-
ners Sugar Free Kids Maryland, the Prince George’s Food Equity
Council, and the American Heart Association for vigorously supporting
this bill, and the speakers who testified in favor of the bill for their en-
gagement in our legislative process.  I look forward to continuing our
work with the restaurant industry and business community as part of
our shared commitment to promote a culture of health and wellness in
Prince George’s County, especially as we all continue to respond to
the devastating impacts of COVID-19 in our communities.”

Health in All Policies Legislation
Tuesday’s Council adoption of CR-127-2020  establishes an ap-

proach to recognize health factors outside of clinical settings and
require communities to  carefully consider their investment choices
for health. The legislation, which references the recommendations in
the most recent RAND report, states in part, “The Prince George’s
County Council, sitting as the Board of Health, believes in Health in
All Policies as a collaborative approach that integrates and articulates
health  considerations into policymaking across all sectors to improve
the health of all communities and people.”  CR-099-2020,  legislation
designating Healthy Foods Priority Areas in the County, for targeted
tax incentives for grocery stores, also received final Council approval
on Tuesday.

Landlord-Tenant Code
CB-078-2020, legislation supported by the Council, amends the

Landlord-Tenant Code to limit a landlord’s ability to increase rent for
tenants above a certain amount during the COVID-19 health crisis.
The Council also enacted CB-53-2020, legislation requiring that any
air conditioning equipment provided by a landlord shall be properly
installed, connected and maintained; and be able to generate tempera-
tures at a certain level.

Hazard Pay
The Council supported 15 Council Resolutions related to COVID-

19 hazard pay for public safety officials, first responders and County
support staff, including but not limited to correctional officers, police,
fire fighters and paramedics.

Zoning Matters
Council Members enacted several zoning bills, including but not

limited to an ordinance concerning Food Halls, CB-070-2020; legisla-
tion prohibiting fly ash landfills in the County, CB-083-2020; enacted
required updates to the County Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision
Regulations and extensions of certain development plans.  

For the full agenda and details of the Council’s final session for
Legislative Year 2020, visit the Council’s Legislative Information and
Zoning System (LZIS).

County Council from A5

sons James and Robert Christopher Lee, grandchildren, Dillon, Mi-
randa, Nicholas, Caitlyn, Logan, Derrick, Dustin and Corey, five great-
grandchildren, and her brother Larry and his family.  Her interment
was at Chattanooga National Cemetery.

I wish I had more of the life-story of Carol—she was such a de-
lightful woman.  If you have Carol stories to tell, email or call me.

Milestones
Happy birthday to Devin Kane Blade, Nov. 29; Karen Windsor,

Alexis R. Paige, Ramona Britt, Patricia Branch and Kimberly White,
Nov. 30; Mary Doyle Susan McKay and Jon Foster, Dec. 1; John An-
thony, Jr., Vonn Branch and Tyonda Simms-Taylor, Dec. 2; Louise
Lantz, Mary Straud and Sen. Mike Miller, Dec. 3; Mark Witherow, Jr.
and La’Keshia Johnson, Dec. 4.

Morningside from A2


