
uPPER mARlBORO, md. (Oct.
19, 2022)—Prince George’s
County Public Schools (PGCPS)
educator dr. Chidi duru, a teacher
and Science department Chair at
Crossland high School, has
earned a Fulbright teachers for
Global Classrooms Program
award from the u.S. department
of State and the Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board.

“the Fulbright program will
potentially help my students to
gain a better appreciation of other
cultures and acquire the global
competencies and crucial critical
thinking skills needed to thrive in
the 21st Century,” said dr. duru.
“I tell my students to hold their
heads high because they are as
good as any students anywhere. I
am eager to demonstrate this to
them as they interact with students
from across the united States and
around the world.”

An 18-year PGCPS educator
and national Board Certified

teacher (nBCt), duru is a men-
tor to new nBCt candidates, a
member of his school leadership
team, professional development
facilitator for PGCPS, and pre-
senter at national conferences.

“dr. duru has represented
Crossland for many years in the
science community, and I'm proud
of him as a colleague and member
of the Crossland family,” said
Principal dr. michael Gilchrist.
“he will continue to impact our
community as a leader and our
students are blessed to have him.”

As a Fulbright recipient, duru
will join a network of thousands
of esteemed scholars and leaders
in their fields. Fulbright alumni
include 60 nobel Prize laureates,
89 Pulitzer Prize recipients, and
40 who have served as a head of
state or government. Fulbrighters
engage in cutting-edge research
and expand their professional net-
works, often continuing research
collaborations started abroad and
laying the groundwork for forging
future partnerships between insti-
tutions. upon returning to their
classrooms, they share their sto-

ries and often become active sup-
porters of international exchange,
inviting foreign scholars and ed-
ucators to their school or campus
and encouraging their colleagues
and students to go abroad. 

“I am so proud of this presti-
gious achievement that will offer
unique opportunities and connec-
tions to impact not only students
who pass through dr. duru’s
classroom, but students across the
nation and globe,” said dr. mon-
ica Goldson, PGCPS Chief Exec-
utive Officer. 

the Fulbright Program is the
u.S. government’s flagship inter-
national educational exchange
program. For over 75 years, the
Fulbright Program has provided
more than 400,000 participants—
chosen for their academic merit
and leadership potential—with
the opportunity to study, teach
and conduct research, exchange
ideas, and contribute to finding
solutions to shared international
concerns.

For more information about
the Fulbright Program, visit
http://eca.state.gov/fulbright.

lARGO, md. (Oct. 18, 2022)—thousands of
maryland residents will not cast a ballot in this
year’s election because they are behind bars.  they
have not had their voting rights taken from them.
In fact, they have not been convicted of a crime.  

But because they are in jail prior to adjudica-
tion, they won’t get voting information. they
won’t get a ballot. they won’t vote.

Qiana Johnson knows the situation from per-
sonal experience.

“when you are sitting in a jail cell, you don’t
care about a voter registration card,” said Johnson,
who was once incarcerated. “you don’t care about
a vote. you don’t care about any of those things.”

“what you care about is getting home to your
family.”

Johnson is the CEO and executive director of
life After Release, an organization that works on
issues for previously incarcerated maryland resi-
dents.  her organization and other members of the
Expand the Ballot Coalition are trying to focus at-
tention on those currently and previously behind
bars and their inability to exercise their right to
vote.  

Coalition members, which includes Freedom
Fighters, PG Changemakers and the nAACP,
spoke during a press conference outside the Prince
George’s County Board of Elections on tuesday
about the need for education and advocacy sur-
rounding voting rights for those previously incar-
cerated in maryland and others currently in jail
awaiting trial. 

According to a study by the department of Jus-
tice, the average time in jail before going to trial
for a person who is not able to attain pretrial release
is about 135 days. Consequently, they are removed
from the voting process.

Johnson said it points up the need for her and
others like her.

“we need to go into the jails, into the prisons,
because we are the ones they trust,” Johnson said 

Beginning in 1851, any marylander with a
felony on their record was permanently barred
from voting. In 2007, the maryland General As-
sembly passed the voting Rights Restoration Act,
which banned lifetime disenfranchisement and

mClEAn, va. (Oct. 17, 2022)—
Prince George’s County residents
and their families and friends are
uniting in a movement to reclaim
the future for millions at the
Alzheimer’s Association walk to
End Alzheimer’s - Prince
George’s County on Saturday,
Oct. 29 at the national harbor’s
Capital Canopy. 

many community members
have been participating in walk
to End Alzheimer’s for several
years. Among them is Oxon hill
resident Fran Braxton-downs,
who has participated in and vol-
unteered for the walk for the last
18 years and helped to bring the
walk to Prince George’s County
in 2014. 

“my sister and I were my
mom’s caregivers for over 3
years before her passing in

2006,” said Braxton-downs.
“the walk is my way of spread-
ing the word about this disease
and reaching many caregivers
who feel they are alone. It’s also
about raising awareness that the
Alzheimer’s Association is here
for them. Come to the walk and
see that you are not alone, and
that there is hOPE! listen to the
stories of how caregivers func-
tion and how close we are to a
cure.” 

leading the team fundraising
efforts once more is the Power
of love, headed by team captain
Irma nicholson of upper marl-
boro. nicholson has participated
in the walk for the past six years
in honor of her husband, who has
been living with Alzheimer’s for
the past 15 years. “I chose the
Power of love as our team name
because It was revealed through
God’s holy Spirit. he said his
power and the love for our loved
ones will get us through. we

raised over $14,000 last year, and
have been the #1 team for last
3–4 years. I want to bring more
awareness to Alzheimer’s so the
next generation won’t have to
deal with this dreadful disease.”

the Alzheimer’s Association
walk to End Alzheimer’s is the
world’s largest event to raise
awareness and funds for
Alzheimer’s care, support and re-
search. Since 2014, the walk in
Prince George’s County has
raised more than $900,000. to
date, this year’s walk has raised
almost $80,000 toward the goal
of $135,000.

tonya muse, Prince George’s
County resident and chair of the
Alzheimer’s Association na-
tional Capital Area Chapter’s
board of directors, shared why
funds raised through the walk
are so important. “I lost my pa-
ternal grandmother and father to
Alzheimer’s. I believe in the mis-
sion of the Alzheimer’s Associa-

tion. I want to raise money to
support the research efforts in
hopes that one day there will be
a cure for this disease, and to help
educate others who have family
or friends impacted by the dis-
ease. Increasing awareness and
building support will help others
not feel like they are alone as
they navigate through the impact
this disease has on loved ones.”

the walk features a poignant
Promise Garden ceremony—a
mission-focused experience that
signifies the solidarity of the
walk participants in the fight
against the disease. the colors of
the Promise Garden flowers rep-
resent people’s personal connec-
tion to Alzheimer’s:  

Blue: Someone living with
Alzheimer’s or another demen-
tia.

Purple: An individual who has
lost someone to the disease.
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Alzheimer’s Association invites 
Prince George’s County residents to
Walk to end Alzheimer’s on october 29

Coalition Seeks Voting Access for
Marylanders Awaiting Trial

• household hazardous waste and 
Electronics Recycling Event Oct. 29

• Prince George’s County Office of transporta-
tion Selected as Recipient of the Coveted 
“transit Fleet of the year Award”

• Resignation of district 4 Council member
todd m. turner

Around the County, Page A2

Prince George’s County Artists, volunteers
Assemble Artwork for New Abortion Clinic

Washington international horse Show
returns to D.C. Area After two-Year
hiatus
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Free halloween Weekend lyft rides
offered

Workshops Will help Adults, Children and
teens Cope With Grief During the holidays
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Bowie State Joins Blackstone launchPad
entrepreneurship Network

Blackstone launchPad is a co-curricular pro-
gram available to all students on the campuses
regardless of their course of study.
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INSIDE

Participant and advocate Fran Braxton-Downs

PhOtOS COuRtESy AlzhEImER’S ASSOCIAtIOn 
nAtIOnAl CAPItAl AREA ChAPtER

team Power of love with their Promise Garden flowers.

PhOtO COuRtESy PGCPS

Chidi Duru with students

ShAnnOn ClARK/CAPItAl nEwS SERvICE

Qiana Johnson, a formerly incarcerated
woman, speaks at the expand the Ballot
Coalition press conference on tuesday (oct.
18). Johnson, Ceo and executive director of
life After release, works with women as they
transition from incarceration and back to
their communities. 

ShAnnOn ClARK/CAPItAl nEwS SERvICE

Chy Brew and troya Bagby, friends who met
during their incarceration, had little knowl-
edge about voting during their incarceration
and are now working to educate other Black
voters who were behind bars. See votiNG Page A4

By ShAnnOn ClARK
Capital News Service

By CIndy SChElhORn
Alzheimer’s Association 
National Capital Area Chapter

See AlzheimerS Page A4
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PGCPS High School Science Teacher
Receives Fulbright Award



Prince George’s County to host 
household hazardous Waste and 
electronics recycling event oct. 29 
Residents can properly dispose of household chemicals and
old electronics for free
lARGO, md. (Oct. 14, 2022)—County residents looking for a way to dis-
pose of both household hazardous waste (hhw) and old electronics (E-
waste) safely can drive thru or drop off their items at the next Prince
George’s County department of the Environment (doE) household haz-
ardous waste and Electronics Recycling event Saturday, october 29, at
Friendly Senior high School, 10000 Allentown Road, Fort washington,
from 8 a.m.–1 p.m.  Participants may be asked to show proof of County
residency.

this is the second hhw and E-waste collection event held this year.
more than 740 residents dropped off items at the first event held at martin
luther King Jr. middle School in Beltsville. the total collection of materials
filled two 28-foot box trucks of hhw waste and two 40-yard roll-off con-
tainers of E-waste.  doE will hold two additional events in 2023 and will
announce the dates and locations when scheduled.

“doE is pleased to provide this opportunity to our residents to dispose
of household hazardous waste and electronic items properly,” said director
Andrea Crooms. “we want to continue to make it convenient for Prince
Georgians to demonstrate their commitment to protecting the environ-
ment.”

Some accepted items include oil-based paints, pesticides, herbicides,
propane tanks, household batteries, cell phones, and computer monitors.
to see a list of other accepted items, visit bit.ly/pgcwastefacilities.

the following materials cannot be accepted: business or commercial
waste, biological or infectious waste, hypodermic needles or syringes, ra-
dioactive waste, prescription medicine, explosives, ammunition, and un-
known items.  the onsite staff reserves the right to refuse any item brought
to the event.

For more information about hhw and E-waste collection, visit
bit.ly/pgcwastefacilities or contact PGC311.

—Linda Lowe, Prince George’s County Department of the Environment

Prince George’s County office of transportation
Selected as recipient of the Coveted 
“transit Fleet of the Year Award”
lARGO, md. (Oct. 19, 2022)—the Prince George’s County department
of Public works and transportation (dPw&t) receive[d] the transit Fleet
of the year Award from the Greater washington Region Clean Cities Coali-
tion (GRwCCC) on October 20, 2022.  this award was founded in 1993
as part of an initiative spearheaded by the u.S. department of Energy.  the
GRwCCC gives this award out every year to the transit fleet that has best
shown its commitment to using alternative energy sources within its fleet,
as well as other measures implemented to improve fuel economy, lower
the carbon footprint, and increase overall rider safety.

“we are Prince George’s Proud that dPw&t has been recognized as a
leader in the transit community by receiving the transit Fleet of the year
Award,” said Prince George’s County Executive Angela Alsobrooks.  “Since
early 2021, Prince George’s County has proudly integrated 12 new battery
electric buses into its theBus fleet. these new buses will reduce the carbon
footprint of the fleet, help improve the air quality for County residents and
reduce the cost it takes to keep a bus operational.”

“the department takes pride in being innovative leaders of change and
forging forward with zero Emission transition planning,” said dPw&t
director, michael Johnson. “dPw&t is excited to launch its “Proud to
Charge” initiative bringing emerging technology, advanced workforce de-
velopment, and improved air quality for our residents.”

Prince George’s County’s transit system includes more than 70 bus
routes in the County through theBus, Call-A-Bus, Paratransit services, the
upcoming Purple line light rail spanning 16 miles, 15 metrorail stations,
and RideSmart solutions that provide alternative transportation options.
the advancements and the accomplishments that the County is making
continues to connect communities with diversity, equity, and inclusive
transit programming.

Also, since the beginning of the pandemic, Prince George’s County
dPw&t has prioritized the safety of its riders and operators. Every bus is
outfitted with sanitization station and protective shield. Operators and other
personnel are continuously provided PPE to maintain clean environments
onboard the buses, reducing the transmission of COvId-19.

dPw&t will continue to improve and be pioneers in the County’s
transit industry as it implements the zero Emissions “Proud to Charge”
program initiatives. For more information on dPw&t transit services, fol-
low us on social media (@PGCountydPwt) or visit our website at
dPwt.myPGC.uS.

—Paulette L. Jones, Prince George’s County
Department of Public Works and Transportation

Statement: Council Chair Calvin S. hawkins, ii,
Announces resignation of District 4 Council
member todd m. turner

Council member todd m. turner has resigned, effective Saturday, Oc-
tober 22, 2022. 

First elected to the district 4 Council seat in 2014, and reelected in
2018, the honorable todd m. turner, has served Prince Georgians and this
body with impeccable integrity and a sense of justice and fairness for
nearly 20 years.   

I have watched him place the interests of this body ahead of his own,
and the legacy he leaves is one of excellence. Former Chair todd turner
provided strong leadership of this body for two consecutive years, and
successfully guided this Council as we transitioned to virtual governance
in the face of an unprecedented global pandemic.

his measured approach and steady hand, even when challenged with
adversity and uncertainty, has been a gift to us all, and it was my unique
privilege to serve as his vice-Chair in legislative year 2020.

we will miss our Council colleague, thank him for his leadership, and
wish him Godspeed as he charts new paths for serving our great County. 

the district 4 Council office will remain responsive to the needs of
constituents. For assistance, district 4 residents can call 301-952-3094 or
email councildistrict4@co.pg.md.us

—Karen D. Campbell, Prince George’s County Council Media
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
Around the Countyin & Around morningside-Skyline by mary mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco by Audrey Johnson  301-922-5384
NAtioNAl ClerGY APPreCiAtioN moNth

Rev. dorothea Belt Stroman of Clinton united methodist
Church in Clinton, maryland was presented with a Pastor Ap-
preciation Gift during national Clergy Appreciation month.
“Pastor Stroman is a good shepherd who works tirelessly within
our church and the community. She is highly respected for her
leadership, compassion, and spiritual walk with God. She helps
to guide our personal relationship with Jesus Christ through
her sermons and teachings. while her pastoral work may seem
effortless, there is so much more that takes place behind the
scenes than we know. Pastor Stroman answers late calls about
major life events and responds to email and voicemail messages
from congregants needing prayers for either themselves or
friends and family members. She is dedicated to her calling as
a pastor and is a true example of a woman of God who earnestly
seeks to serve the lord. her work at Clinton united methodist
Church in Clinton, maryland has been a blessing to us.” 

“On behalf of the united Board, I would like to express my
gratitude to Pastor Stroman for your time, efforts, and service
in ongoing work for the church as well as for your contributions
towards various ministries at Clinton united methodist Church
this year. thank you for your kindness, generosity, and contin-
ued support. may God richly bless you. Respectfully yours in
Christ.”  written by Evangeline C. Crawford, Clinton united
methodist Church unified Board Chair. 

FeStivAl oF liGhtS
Festival of lights will be on display Friday, november 25,

2022–Sunday, January 1, 2023, nightly from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Fees:  Cars pay $10 online and $15 at the gate, van/limo:
$20, Bus:  $30. Free admission december 25 in appreciation
to the residents of Prince George’s County for their year-round
support of the department of Parks and Recreation programs.
make a difference this season. Please bring canned goods for
the donation to local Food Banks. location and directions,
watkins Regional Park, please enter along route 202.

Save time and money, buy online. Cars pay $10 with online
purchases or $15 admission at the gate. Purchase tickets online
at pgparksdirect.com. For your safety and the safety of our
staff, face coverings are required if interacting with personnel.

Bikes and lights, Sunday, november 20, 2022, 5–8 p.m.,
$5.00 per bike. Kids 1 year and under free. Registration is re-
quired. Register through Parks direct using registration code:
nRlS-SPECGA-20221120.

the event was so amazing last year that it sold out. they
are offering it again this year. Enjoy a unique experience riding
your bike through the winter Festival of lights. Experience
dazzling scenes that celebrate the magic of the holiday season.
For safety, bike lights and helmets are required. Costumes and
bike decorations are welcome. no vehicles will be allowed
during this time.

ANNUAl homeComiNG
Annual homecoming will begin at 11 a.m. October 30,

2022, at Christ united methodist Church in Aquasco, maryland
with melody and ministry during a special testimonial Service.
the theme is lord Expand Our territory. the celebration of
Praise and worship will begin at noon. Everyone will enjoy a
musical concert to conclude this amazing day.

PGCPS 
Prince George’s County Public Schools operates the largest

high schools in the state of maryland. the two high schools
are dr. henry A. wise, Jr., located at 12350 Brooke lane,
upper marlboro, maryland 20772, telephone number is 301-
780-2100; and northwestern high School, which is a public
comprehensive and magnet high school in hyattsville, mary-
land.

WorKForCe & CommUNitY DeveloPmeNt 
Base Camp is a monthly informational and resource session

for all members of the armed forces. this series, a partnership
between PGCmlS and Prince George’s County Office of vet-
erans Affairs offers participants access to upcoming events, in-
formation, initiatives, and resources that can aid veterans and
their families. veterans, active military, ROtC, potential service
members, and family members are welcome. the last wednes-
day of every month at 1 p.m. Registration is required for the
virtual Event. pgcmls.info/events. 

vFW Post 9619 turns 75 on
November 4

they were a bunch of Anacostia
high School graduates who went off
to fight in world war II and returned
home to Anacostia where they spent
their spare time hanging out at a drug
store on Good hope Road.

they talked about starting their own
vFw Post in Anacostia, but there al-
ready was one.  So, they applied to the
maryland vFw and on november 4,
1947, veterans of Foreign war Post
9619 was chartered; Robert Burns was
elected Post Commander.  the Auxil-
iary was chartered a year later, on nov.
13, 1948, and Commander Burns’ wife
Ethel was the first President.

the Post was named Scott-Johnson-
Collins to honor James vachel Scott,
Alfred h. Johnson and michael Francis
Collins, three who died in action during
the war.  Scott and Johnson had gone
to Anacostia high School; Collins
graduated from Eastern. 

the early meetings were at Strick’s
Restaurant, corner of Branch Avenue
and naylor Road, on tuesdays (be-
cause Strick’s was closed on tuesdays).
For the next 18 years the Post met at
various locations including the half-
Shell (later, Riordan’s) and the tele-
phone Building, which they bought.
Stanley Ridgeway, one of their mem-
bers, arranged the sale of the telephone
Building, and later the purchase of the
I.C.E. Club on Suitland Road, which
became the Post home in 1965. 

two years later a memorial wall was
built along Suitland Road in front of
the Post and two cannons—one from
Silver hill and the other from St. John’s
College high School—were added.
the flagpole and flag were gifts of the
mcdonald Restaurant Corporation. 

A number of famous people have
been members of Post 9619, but per-
haps the most famous was Gen. Ben-
jamin d. Foulois, “Father of the u.S.
Air Force,” who flew with the wright
Brothers, served under General Persh-
ing, led the first American Squadron in
dogfights with the Germans in wwI,
and was responsible for the adoption
of the B-17 in wwII.  he died at An-
drews on April 25, 1967.  A school in
morningside is named for him.

On november 4, vFw 9619 turns
75.  Commander James holland and
other vFw officers will be in new
hampshire for the Eastern State Con-
ference on that date.  the Post’s 75th
celebration will be at another time.

Nola is 75, too
nola Cook, General manager of

vFw 9619, turned 75 on Oct. 18.  I

went by the Post and spent time learn-
ing about the Post and about her.

She was born in washington, moved
to hillcrest heights and was in the first
graduating class of Crossland high
School.  She is now widowed and liv-
ing in Anne Arundel.  her son Ramon
valdez, known as Boo, died suddenly
of a heart attack; he was only in his
forties. 

nola has been General manager for
45 years.  the bartenders threw her a
party to celebrate her on her big day.
happy Birthday, nola!

town of morningside: 
halloween, now & then

halloween will be celebrated in
morningside on Sat., October 29, as
cars pull into the parking lot at 7 p.m.
for trunk-or-treating and the Car dec-
oration Contest.  then you can bring
blankets and watch the halloween clas-
sic, hocus Pocus 2.  Refreshments will
be on sale.  to register or for Info: 301-
736-2301.

how many of you old-time morn-
ingsiders remember what halloween
was like back when you were a kid?
we’d have trick-or-treat a day early, on
Oct. 30; almost every house partici-
pated, meaning that kids came home
with a huge sack of goodies.  the hal-
loween Parade-and-Costume-judging
was on Oct. 31.

I pulled my file for halloween 1979.
After the Parade, “Several hundred
children in costume, parents and work-
ers ate 50 dozen doughnuts and drank
gallons of Coke, while mayor Gerald
Glaubitz emceed the costume-judging.
Judges were Frances Boswell, marty
Barlow, Charles Roberts and Bonnie
Kamenicky.”  teen winners were todd
Ellis, Pam tice, Bob Jumalon, mark
talbott and Steve witherow.  there are
too many younger winners to list. 

the event was a joint project of the
town, the morningside-Skyline Parks
& Recreation Council, and the morn-
ingside Sportsmen.  

Neighbors & other good people
Jerry Edward Jenkins, 79, of lake

mary, Fla., died October 8.  Sue mason
wrote that he grew up one street up
from her in dillon Park and was a
member of Suitland Class of 1961.  his
friend larry medley remembered, “we
always had fun in dillon Park with
Jerry growing up sleigh-riding down
harper Street hill when we had snow,
and the block parties when the streets
were closed off.”  Janie darcangelo re-
membered Jerry on the first day of
school—he was “handsome and nice
to talk with.”

daughter therese Gallegos has been
with me for a week, and is now back
home in Brownsville, tex.  we attended
the van Gogh Immersive Experience
in washington—pricey, but worth
every cent.  I give it 5 stars.  then we
took a ride to delaware and stayed
overnight at the home of teddy Burke
who used to live next door on Skyline
drive.  we also toured the harriet tub-
man underground Railroad national
historical Park in dorchester County,
md.  very much worth the trip!
therese’s visit was much too short, but
we made good use of it.

Gingerbread house Contest—
register by Nov. 4

It’s not too late!  darnall’s Chance
museum is looking for contestants of
all ages for the Annual Gingerbread
house Contest & Show.  Show off your
creative talents with a homemade gin-
gerbread structure.  deadline for reg-
istration is november 4 and the regis-
tration fee is $5.

there are three divisions:  Adult
(age 17 & up), Child (8 to 16), and
Family (group of 3 to 7 individuals of
any age).  Prizes range from $50 to
$100.  Rules and Info: 301-952-8010.

darnall’s Chance is at 14800 Gov-
ernor Oden Bowie drive, overlooking
Schoolhouse Pond in upper marlboro.
By the way, I always visit the museum
to see the winning entrees—I would
love for one of them to be yours.

Schools
Bishop mcnamara high School, in

Forestville, holds its Fall 2022 Open
house on Oct. 30, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For information: bmhs.org/admissions/
visit.

Elementary and middle school stu-
dents in Prince George’s County could
see changes in where they attend class
starting next school year.  the school
board is reviewing a proposal that
would increase enrollment at newer
schools and lower the number of stu-
dents attending schools scheduled for
renovation or replacement.  Enrollment
in the school district is the 2nd largest
in maryland and is projected to increase
from its current 136,000 to 142,000;
12 new schools or renovations are
planned.

All Souls Day
If you have loved ones buried at

Resurrection Cemetery in Clinton, you
may want to attend the Commemora-
tion of All Souls day on wednesday,

See morNiNGSiDe Page A6



OwInGS mIllS, md. (Oct. 18,
2022)—maryland department of
veterans Affairs (mdvA) deputy
Secretary Robert Finn was honored
today to represent maryland Gov-
ernor larry hogan at the interment
service for the nation’s oldest known
world war II veteran.  mr. Ezra Ed-
ward hill, a veteran of the united
States Army, was laid to rest at
mdvA’s Garrison Forest veterans
Cemetery in Owings mills.  

At [last tues]day’s viewing for
mr. hill, deputy Secretary Finn pre-
sented the family with a maryland
State Flag flown over the State
house in Annapolis.  In addition to
the flag and certificate, they were
given a memorial tribute certificate
honoring his life achievements
signed by Governor hogan, lt Gov-
ernor Rutherford and Secretary of
State John wobensmith. 

mr. hill was born in maryland
on december 19, 1910 and gradu-
ated from Frederick douglass high
School in 1931.  he opened a shoe
store on Gay Street in Baltimore and
remained in business for 60 years
before retiring.  mr. hill was drafted
during world war II and served in
the united States Army; he landed
at normandy shortly after d-day.
After the war, he returned to his shoe
salesman career.  mr. hill passed

away October 4, 2022 and was the
oldest known American man.

“Just before veterans day last
year, I had the incredible opportunity
to talk with Ezra hill about his serv-
ice to our nation and the secrets of
his longevity,” said Governor
hogan. “today, as this maryland
hero is laid to rest, I am reminded
of his amazing selflessness and pos-
itivity. On behalf of an eternally
grateful state, we extend our heart-
felt condolences to Ezra’s family and
loved ones.”

“today at Garrison Forest veter-
ans Cemetery, a true American hero
was laid to rest,” said mdvA Sec-
retary George Owings.  “we are
humbled to now provide the perpet-
ual care and dignity mr. hill de-
serves for his civilian and military
achievements.”

mdvA operates one of the
busiest state cemetery programs in
the nation.  the first state veteran’s
cemetery was established in decem-
ber 1976 in hurlock, maryland.
Since then, four additional cemeter-
ies have opened to include Garrison
Forest veterans Cemetery.  Since
december 1983, more than 40,000
veterans and dependents have se-
lected the cemetery in Owings mills
as their final resting place.  mdvA
is honored to provide perpetual care
for the five state veterans cemeteries.
For more information visit veter-
ans.maryland.gov/cemetery-and-
memorial-program/

mOunt RAInIER, md. (Oct. 16, 2022)
—On Oct. 16, as part of the Clinic Art
Project, local artists and community vol-
unteers helped assemble a major art in-
stallation for an abortion clinic that is
opening in Prince George’s County. 

“Right now, abortion clinics need sup-
port from their communities, and Prince
George’s County is a community of
artists. Our work can help ground these
critical healthcare facilities and remind
providers and patients that they are not
alone,” lead artist valerie theberge
stated.

Partners in Abortion Care will soon
provide expert abortion care—including
later abortion care—in an affirming and
supportive environment. It will serve
both patients from the community and
from across the country, as many patients
are now being forced to travel to receive
abortion care. 

theberge worked with the clinic’s
team to design one of her signature float-
ing walls for the space. theberge and a
group of local artists gathered dozens of
community volunteers to help put the art-

work together. her team will soon install
the piece at the clinic.

“So many have rallied around us as
we prepare to open our clinic,” said Part-
ners in Abortion Care co-founder morgan
nuzzo. “we are grateful to valerie and
the Clinic Art Project for donating their
time and talent—and infusing our clinic

with the spirit of community.”
Greater Good Strategy donated

$5,000 and the Prince George’s Arts and
humanities Council donated $1,500 to
help cover materials and expenses. Ad-
ditionally, the Clinic Art Project crowd-
sourced $5,931 in donations from the
broader community. 

uPPER mARlBORO, md. (Oct. 20,
2022)—Prince George’s County, the
town of upper marlboro, and the mary-
land-national Capital Park and Planning
Commission (m-nCPPC) department of
Parks and Recreation in Prince George’s
County are excited to host the 64th an-
nual washington International house
Show (wIhS) beginning [this] week at
the Show Place Arena, County Execu-
tive Angela Alsobrooks and mayor Sarah
Franklin said [last thursday morning]
during a kickoff news conference at the
event venue.

Alsobrooks and Franklin were joined
last thursday morning by Experience
Prince George’s President and CEO
leslie w. Graves; wIhS Executive di-
rector mary helen Shaughnessy; mary-
land-national Capital Park and Planning
(m-nCPPC) deputy director for Parks
and Facilities management Steven
Carter; and maryland horse Industry
Board Executive director Ross Peddi-
cord.

the wIhS returns to the washington,
dC area this year following a two-year
hiatus when it was held outdoors at the
tryon International Equestrian Center
(tIEC) in north Carolina due to coron-
avirus concerns. this year’s show in up-
per marlboro being held Oct. 24–30 will
include seven days and three nights of
thrilling five-star international jumping,
top hunters, entertaining exhibitions, and
special events for the whole family.

“we are Prince George’s Proud to be
able to host the prestigious washington
International horse Show in Prince
George’s County, the Crown Jewel of
maryland,” Alsobrooks said. “Some of
the most talented equestrian riders from
across the country and world will be
gathered here, which will have a signifi-
cant economic impact on our County and
State. we look forward to an amazing
competition and being able to showcase
all that Prince George’s County has to
offer.”

hosting the wIhS in upper marlboro
is particularly noteworthy, mayor
Franklin said, because of the town’s his-
torical connection to horses and eques-
trian events. the region around upper
marlboro is home to a horse-riding fa-
cilities and even hosts a residential com-
munity that offers horse stabling.

“we are excited to welcome the wash-
ington International horse Show back to
the metro dC region,” mayor Franklin
said. “the town is especially honored
to be hosting this event in upper marl-
boro. the Show Place Arena is expand-
ing and continuing its tradition of hosting

nationally acclaimed equestrian events
such as the wIhS. welcoming this pres-
tigious show is another step toward
achieving our goal of becoming a re-
gional tourist destination.”

Experience Prince George’s, the offi-
cial destination marketing organization
for Prince George’s County, shared the
mayor’s enthusiasm about this year’s
event being held at the Show Place
Arena.

“the Show Place Arena is an ideal
setting for this illustrious event, and as
our sports industry continues to flourish,
we look forward to welcoming the equine
community and all attendees to experi-
ence a sport of this distinction,” said
leslie w. Graves, President and CEO of
Experience Prince George’s.

Carter echoed Graves’ comments
about the Show Place Arena, which m-
nCPPC operates.

“m-nCPPC, department of Parks and
Recreation, Prince George’s County is
committed to providing a world-class ex-
perience at all our facilities, and the
Show Place Arena is a great example,”
said Steven Carter, deputy director of
Parks and Facilities management for m-
nCPPC, department of Parks and Recre-
ation in Prince George’s County. “we
take pride in our agency’s diverse pro-
grams, facilities, and services that all
contribute to the County’s dynamic of-
ferings for residents and visitors to the
region. we’re excited to welcome the
washington International horse Show to
Prince George’s County, and we look for-
ward to continuing our support for events
like this in the future.”

daytime events will be held through-
out the week (monday, Oct. 24 through
Sunday, Oct. 30) and will include
“hunters,” where horses are judged on
accuracy, grace, and elegance as they
jump a course of natural-style obstacles
similar to what might be found in fox-
hunting. the daytime events will also
feature junior and amateur jumpers,
where young riders will compete over
decorated courses where speed and ac-
curacy determine the winner.

Evening events will take place [this]
thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Oct.
27–29. these evening events will include
international show jumping, entertaining
exhibitions, and the wIhS equitation fi-
nal.

“we are very excited that the 64th an-
nual washington International horse
Show will take place at the Show Place
Arena at Prince George’s Equestrian
Center in upper marlboro, maryland,”
stated mary helen Shaughnessy, Execu-
tive director, wIhS. “Our return to the
d.C. area will be particularly exceptional
and we’re extremely grateful for the pos-

itive reception and hard work put forth
by maryland state and Prince George’s
County officials and teams that are ded-
icated to making this event the best yet.
the show’s new FEI five-star designation
means this year’s event will attract more
of the world’s top riders, from 10 differ-
ent countries, including Olympic medal-
ists mclain ward, Jessica Springsteen,
laura Kraut, Kent Farrington, and Ro-
drigo Pessoa, as well as last year’s Grand
Prix winner tiffany Foster of Canada.

“the new partnership with national
harbor enables us to offer exhibitors,
spectators, and sponsors special access
to top lodging, entertainment, and com-
munity events, including the popular
wIhS Kids’ day,” Shaughnessy added.
“wIhS has long been known for its
world-class jumping and its ability to
bring horses to people in the surrounding
areas so we’re looking forward to a suc-
cessful and engaging event that will be
beneficial for equestrian sport and our
local communities alike.”

Additional WihS highlights taking
place during the week will include
Barn Night on thursday, oct. 27; mil-
itary Night presented by Boeing on
Friday, oct. 28; an inaugural ethoS
Award Ceremony (to recognize con-
tributions by African Americans to the
horse world) and World Cup Night on
Saturday, oct. 29; and Kids’ day activ-
ities on  Saturday, oct. 29 at the Show
Place Arena equestrian Center.

details about all of the week’s events
can be found at the wIhS website:
wihs.org.

Established in 1958, the washington In-
ternational horse Show is one of North
America's most prestigious, competitive,
and entertaining equestrian events with
competition for international, profes-
sional, amateur, junior, and child riders.
Highlights include the $406,000 Longines
FEI Jumping World Cup™ Washington for
the President’s Cup presented by Experi-
ence Prince George’s, and the WIHS Eq-
uitation Finals and Children’s and Adult
Hunter and Jumper Championships, plus
popular community and charity events,
including Kids’ Day and Barn Night.
WIHS, an official USEF Heritage Com-
petition, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charita-
ble organization. For more information,
visit wihs.org.

the Show Place Arena is an adaptable
entertainment and sports facility that can
configure to accommodate a variety of
event types. The Arena has been the venue
for college basketball tournaments, cheer
and dance events, consumer shows, con-
certs, rodeos, nationally acclaimed eques-
trian events, graduations and the Prince
George’s County Fair.
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oldest Known World War ii
veteran laid to rest at Garrison
Forest veterans Cemetery
Mr. Ezra Edward Hill’s family presented with Maryland State
Flag and Memorial Tribute Certificate

By PRESS OFFICER
the Clinic Art Project

By RAy FEldmAnn
town of Upper marlboro

Washington International Horse Show
Returns to D.C. Area After Two-Year Hiatus
The 64th Annual Equine Extravaganza Will Be Held From Oct. 24–30
at the Show Place Arena, Prince George’s Premier Equestrian Center

Prince George’s County Artists, Volunteers
Assemble Artwork for New Abortion Clinic

FREdERICKSBuRG, va. (Oct. 14,
2022)—Even though Barbara J.
Black, a former resident of Prince
George’s County, recently relocated
to Fredericksburg, virginia, we still
consider her a Prince Georgian.  her
story needs to be shared because she
is a real inspiration to her peer
group. She participated in the 10th
Annual virginia heritage at lee’s
Park 5K walkathon this month and
was only 20 minutes behind the win-
ner who finished in 48 minutes.
way to go #125!

ms. Black is a very active senior.
how did she do it?  She walks 3–5
miles 3 to 5 times a week anyway.
She doesn’t allow her age to be a
deterrent for not keeping up with her
fitness regime, which accounts for

her good physical condition that en-
ables her to walk a 5k race, take two
minutes to change, ride to Rich-
mond, stay all day and come back
home in the evening.  She also goes
bowling, mows her own lawn and
keeps her home spotless.

All of us can take a cue from ms.
Black and take the need for physical
activity seriously as we ease into our
next phases of life. 

Congratulations, ms. Black—
you are to be congratulated and ad-
mired for showing us what it takes
to live without assisted living facil-
ities.

the most endearing quality of all
of  these things is that she is this
writer’s best friend!  we look for-
ward to seeing you in your red
corvette or on the red carpet!

Please feel free to send her a note
of congratulations to www.
somethingtothinkaboutpod.com.

By JAnICE EuEll
Something to think About 
Podcast

74-Year-old Participates in
5k Walk-A-thon!
And was very close to the front runner

PhOtO COuRtESy thE ClInIC ARt PROJECt

A group of local artists gathered dozens of community volunteers to help put
the artwork together.

By dAnA BuRl, mA
maryland Department of 
veterans Affairs

PhOtO CREdIt u.S. nAvy PhOtO By mASS COmmunICAtIOn SPECIAlISt 3Rd ClASS
KEnnEth lAGAdI

221017-N-zQ263-1092 PACiFiC oCeAN (oct. 17, 2022) U.S. Navy op-
erations Specialist 1st Class Brian Daniels, from oxon hill, md., checks
status of communications systems in the combat information center
aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Chung-
hoon (DDG 93). Chung-hoon is currently operating with Nimitz Carrier
Strike Group in preparation for an upcoming deployment.

Oxon Hill Native Serves in the
Combat Information Center
Aboard USS Chung-Hoon



BAltImORE (Oct. 20, 2022)—
members of the maryland house
of delegates and community
members, including retired law
enforcement and former Balti-
more Ravens player Eugene
monroe, said thursday legaliza-
tion of recreational cannabis
would create new jobs and in-
vestment opportunities and save
the state money by eliminating
the incarceration of thousands of
residents annually on marijuana
possession charges.

Spearheaded by monroe’s ad-
vocacy organization, yes on 4,
the group urged maryland resi-
dents to vote yes on question four
to approve legalization of recre-
ational cannabis when they go to
the polls nov. 8.  

“marijuana sales would create
tens of thousands of well-paying
jobs.” monroe said during a press
conference in west Baltimore. “It
would also open doors for hun-
dreds of new small business
owners and create opportunities
for workers in other industries,
including those in real estate,
construction and manufacturing.”

A recent poll by the washing-
ton Post and the university of
maryland showed that 73% of
registered maryland voters sup-
port legalization of recreational
cannabis. 

“the numbers show mary-
land residents want to legalize
cannabis, because they know it
will create good paying jobs and
boost the state’s economy,” he
said.

maryland is one of five states
that will consider legalization ini-
tiatives on nov. 8, including
Arkansas, missouri, north
dakota, and South dakota.  So
far, 19 states and washington,
d.C. have legalized cannabis for
adults 21 and older.

Advocates thursday said
taxes from marijuana sales would
generate tens of millions of dol-
lars that could be used to repair
neighborhoods disproportion-
ately affected by the “war on
drugs.”

“Independent analysis sug-
gests marijuana legalization
would provide the state with over
$135 million in tax revenue,”
monroe said. ”that figure
doesn’t even include the savings
from the more than $100 million
maryland spends each year en-

forcing marijuana possession
laws.”

monroe noted how taxes on
cannabis sales have been used in
other states.

Colorado, the first state to le-
galize recreational cannabis use,
has raked in millions in taxes on
its sales and licensing.   

According to the Colorado
General Assembly,10% of the
revenue from taxes on marijuana
retail sales is allocated to local
governments while the remaining
money is divided between
healthcare, health education, sub-
stance abuse programs, law en-
forcement and a special fund for
public education.

Colorado received over $423
million in cannabis tax revenue
in 2021, according to state offi-
cials.  Since the state began re-
ceiving cannabis sales tax rev-
enue in 2014, Colorado has
received $2.2 billion, officials
said.

massachusetts, which is
closer to maryland in population,
legalized recreational cannabis in
2016,  the state received over
$175 million in tax revenue in
2021, according to the massa-
chusetts Cannabis Control Com-
mission.
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By tImOthy dAShIEll
Capital News Service

Elected Officials, Community Leaders Urge Voters
to Legalize Cannabis

PhOtO CREdIt tImOthy dAShIEll CAPItAl nEwS SERvICE

Former Baltimore ravens player eugene monroe, in rear, and
members of Yesfor4 are urging maryland residents to vote yes
on question four on the ballot to approve legalization of recre-
ational cannabis when they go to the polls Nov. 8.

gave back voting rights to marylanders who had completed all terms
of their felony sentence.

In 2016, the General Assembly extended the act to those on parole
or probation, allowing approximately 40,000 felons at the time the
ability to vote again. the Expand the Ballot Coalition formed the same
year to bring together voting rights organizations in maryland, hoping
to increase voter turnout at elections, Johnson said. 

the problem now, say those in the coalition, is that too many resi-
dents on probation or parole are unfamiliar with their rights and the
steps that have to be taken for them to vote.

“there is a huge lack of information in regards to the rights of for-
merly incarcerated people being able to have the right to vote,” said
Alexiss Kurtz-hoggarg, operations director for life After Release,
and because of that, that is why you see a lack of turnout.”

Robert morgan, a lawyer with Freedom Fighters, an organization
that provides parole consultation, agreed. 

“you can’t exercise a right that you don’t know you have,” morgan
said.

Of particular concern for the coalition is the disproportionate number
of African Americans among the group the coalition seeks to em-
power.

Of the nearly 18,600 people in prison in maryland in 2019, 71% of
the prison population was Black, while Black people made up 29% of
the state population, according to 2019 state imprisonment data records
from a 2021 the Sentencing Project report. 

Black voters matter, an organization focused on increasing voting
in predominantly Black communities, donated vans to the coalition to
use over the next three weeks. Representatives from the coalition will
visit state jails and detention centers to educate incarcerated marylan-
ders on the importance of voting.

voting from A1

wAShInGtOn (Oct. 17, 2022)—Preparing
to combat that time of year when, according
to the national highway traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, almost half (46%) of u.S. traffic
deaths involve drunk drivers,* a local non-
profit organization announced today that free
safe rides will be offered to would-be drunk
drivers throughout the washington-metro-
politan area during this halloween weekend.

Offered by the nonprofit washington Re-
gional Alcohol Program (wRAP) the, 2022
halloween SoberRide® program will be in
operation from 4 p.m. on Saturday, October
29 and operate until 4 a.m. on Sunday, Octo-
ber 30 as a way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this traditionally
high-risk period.

during this twelve-hour period, area res-
idents age 21 and older celebrating with al-
cohol may download the lyft app to their
phones, then enter the SoberRide® code in
the app’s “Payment” tab (under the “Add
lyft Pass” option) to receive their no-cost
(up to $15) safe transportation home.

wRAP’s 2022 halloween SoberRide®

promo code will be posted at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday, October 29 on 
www.SoberRide.com.

nearly half of u.S. traffic fatalities during
halloween involve drunk drivers according
to the national highway traffic Safety Ad-
ministration,” said Kurt Erickson, wRAP’s
President. “halloween is of particular con-

cern for younger drivers as 2020 nhtSA
data shows that 68-percent of drunk driving
deaths on u.S. roadways during the fall hol-
iday involve drivers ages 21 to 34.”

during the 2021 halloween period, 700
(777) persons in the washington-metropolitan
area used wRAP’s SoberRide® program
rather than possibly driving home impaired.
the charity also offers its SoberRide® pro-
gram on St. Patrick’s day, Cinco de mayo,
Independence day and the winter holidays.

“lyft is dedicated to providing access to
reliable and responsible rides, and we’re
proud to partner with programs like wRAP
to offer lyft as an alternative to impaired
driving,” said Kamillah wood, director of
Public Policy for Community Safety at lyft.
“through our Roadway Safety Program and
our partnerships with the public, we hope to
empower our community with the tools to
protect themselves and those around them
this holiday season.”

SoberRide® is offered throughout lyft’s
washington d.C. coverage area which in-
cludes all or parts of: the district of Colum-
bia; the maryland counties of montgomery
and Prince George’s and towns therein plus
the cities of Bowie, College Park, district
heights, Gaithersburg. Glenarden, Greenbelt,
hyattsville, laurel, mount Ranier, new Car-
rollton, Rockville, Seat Pleasant and takoma
Park; and the northern virginia counties of
Arlington, Fairfax, loudoun and Prince
william and towns therein plus the cities of
Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, manassas
and manassas Park.

Sponsors of wRAP’s 2022 halloween
SoberRide® campaign include the 395 Ex-
press lanes, Amazon, Anheuser-Busch, Beer
Institute, Brown-Forman, Constellation
Brands, district of Columbia Association of
Beverage Alcohol wholesalers, Enterprise
Rent-A-Car, Foundation of Advancing Al-
cohol Responsibility, Giant Food, Glory days
Grill, Kendall-Jackson, lyft, molson Coors
Beverage Company, new Belgium Brewing,
Restaurant Association metropolitan wash-
ington, and the washington Area new Auto-
mobile dealers Association. wRAP’s 2022
Partner SoberRide®

Sponsors include the district of Columbia
department of transportation, maryland
highway Safety Office/maryland motor ve-
hicle Administration and virginia department
of motor vehicles.

Since 1991, wRAP’s SoberRide® pro-
gram has provided 82,735 free safe rides
home to would-be drunk drivers in the
Greater washington area. 

Founded in 1982, the nonprofit [501(c)(3)]
washington Regional Alcohol Program
(wRAP) is a coalition of diverse interests us-
ing effective education, innovative programs
and targeted advocacy to end alcohol-im-
paired driving and underage drinking in the
Washington, DC metro area.
www.SoberRide.com.

* national highway traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, 2020, 46% of all u.S. traffic
fatalities from 6 p.m. October 31 to 5:59 a.m.
november 1. 

Free Halloween Weekend Lyft Rides Offered
Throughout Greater Washington to 
Prevent Drunk Driving
Nearly half (46%) of U.S. traffic deaths on Halloween involve drunk drivers

By AlExAndRA luCChESI
WrAP

yellow: A person who is currently supporting or caring for someone
living with Alzheimer’s.

Orange: A participant who supports the cause and the Association’s
vision of a world without Alzheimer’s and other dementia.

According to the Alzheimer’s Association, an estimated 6.5 million
Americans age 65 and older are living with Alzheimer’s disease, in-
cluding 110,000 in maryland. more 242,000 marylanders are among
the 11 million Americans who provide unpaid care to someone living
with Alzheimer’s. the estimated value of that unpaid care nationwide
is valued at $271.6 billion dollars. 

“there has never been a greater need for the community to join in
the fight against Alzheimer’s disease by participating in walk to End
Alzheimer’s,” said Kate Rooper, President and CEO of the Alzheimer’s
Association national Capital Area Chapter. “Funds raised through the
walk will provide information, education and support to people living
with Alzheimer’s and their families and caregivers, while also con-
tributing to advancing critically-needed research.”

Registration will open at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. the ceremony will
begin at 9:30 a.m., followed by the walk. Participation is free; however,
participants are encouraged to raise funds. the health and safety of
participants, staff and volunteers remain the top priorities, so the
Alzheimer’s Association will continue to closely monitor CdC, state
and local guidelines to ensure walk events adhere to the latest recom-
mendations. For more information and to register, visit alz.org/ncawalks
or contact Sonya Amartey at 703-766-9025 or samartey@alz.org. 

Alzheimer’s Association Walk to end Alzheimer’s®
the Alzheimer’s Association walk to End Alzheimer’s is the world’s

largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support
and research.  Since 1989, the Alzheimer’s Association mobilized mil-
lions of Americans in the Alzheimer’s Association memory walk®;
now the Alzheimer’s Association is continuing to lead the way with
walk to End Alzheimer’s. together, we can end Alzheimer’s.  

Alzheimer’s Association®
the Alzheimer’s Association is a worldwide voluntary health or-

ganization dedicated to Alzheimer’s care, support and research. Its
mission is to lead the way to end Alzheimer’s and all other demen-
tia—by accelerating global research, driving risk reduction and early
detection, and maximizing quality care and support. visit alz.org or
call 800.272.3900. 

Alzheimers from A1

PASAdEnA, md. (Oct. 17, 2022)—For
many years, Chesapeake life Center’s pop-
ular living with loss through the holidays
workshops have helped adults grieving a
loss get through a difficult time of the year.
this year, children and teens can get that
help, too.

the season begins with an adult work-
shop hosted by Calvert hospice, an affiliate
brand of hospice of the Chesapeake. It will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon, Saturday,
nov. 19, at the Burnett Calvert hospice
house, 4559 Sixes Road, Prince Frederick,
maryland. led by grief professionals, par-
ticipants can join in group activities that
help them find a way to honor the memory
of their loved ones while still granting

themselves permission to grieve.
the adult workshop will be held again

for adults on from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
wednesday, dec. 7, at two different loca-
tions: On the John & Cathy Belcher Cam-
pus, 90 Ritchie highway, Pasadena, mary-
land, and at the Prince George’s County
office at 9500 medical Center drive, Suite
250, largo, maryland.  For those who pre-
fer to participate from their own home, the
largo session also will be held via zoom.
Participants will be able to interact with
those in attendance.

there are two opportunities for children
ages 6 to 18 to take part in holiday-themed
activities that will help them learn about
getting through the holidays without their
special person. Each will include breakout
sessions for various age groups. the first
children and teens workshop will be held

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., wednesday, dec.
7, on the John & Cathy Belcher Campus,
90 Ritchie highway, Pasadena. the second
will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
wednesday, dec. 14 at the Calvert library
Prince Frederick, 850 Costley way.

Other than the Calvert library workshop,
which is free, the cost is $10 per person.
Registration is required and can be com-
pleted by calling 1-888-501-7077 or email-
ing griefinfo@chesapeakelifecenter.org.

Chesapeake Life Center, a program service
of hospice of the Chesapeake, serves hospice
family members and the community with be-
reavement services and activities aimed at
enhancing the quality of life for those griev-
ing the loss of a loved one. For more infor-
mation, visit www.
chesapeakelifecenter.org.

By ElyzABEth mARCuSSEn
hospice of the Chesapeake

Workshops Will help Adults, Children and teens
Cope With Grief During the holidays



(nAPSI)—Buying a home can seem
daunting, especially for first-time
homebuyers facing record housing
prices, tight supply, and rising interest
rates. Quite often, misconceptions
about homeownership discourage
prospective buyers from starting a
search even before it begins. 

the good news is homeownership
can be much closer than you think. lisa
Frison, head of Financial Inclusion and
Racial Equity at Citi, recalls that grow-
ing up her parents rented their home
for years before eventually becoming
first-time homebuyers. “Even so, I
found myself struggling to understand
what I needed to do and what resources
were available to me when I was ready
to buy my first home nearly a decade
later,” she says. here Frison debunks
these top 5 myths to help you get on
track to building generational wealth
through homeownership. 
1. i Don’t have Credit (a FiCo

Score). nearly 11% of Americans
(50 million people) are “credit in-
visible,” according to the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency,
meaning they have no or limited
credit history. this disproportion-
ately affects diverse and underserved
communities. to help, Citi’s home-
Run mortgage program offers non-

traditional ways to demonstrate
credit readiness, such as providing
proof of paying rent, utilities or other
monthly payments.

2. i Don’t have enough money
Saved. you may have more money
than you think. many banks offer
programs for new homebuyers that
do not require mortgage insurance
for those qualifying. Also, homeRun
has some mortgages for as little as
3% down, with a minimum 1% bor-
rower contribution. this, along with
the bank’s lender Paid Assistance,
which provides up to $7,500 closing
cost funds that do not need to be paid
back, saves qualifying borrowers
thousands of dollars in closing costs,
helping them afford more house.
these programs are offered only in
select markets and have income lim-
itations.

3. i Should Start house hunting with
a realtor. It seems logical to begin
with a real estate agent but your best
bet may be to start with your lender,
who can explore homebuyer assis-
tance programs with you and give
you a realistic view of what you can
afford through a pre-qualification or
pre-approval. A real estate agent will
then narrow the search to help you
find the right home for you and your

budget. 
4. i earn too much to Qualify for

Assistance. lender assistance pro-
grams may be more expansive than
you think, especially in response to
inflation and rising home prices. For
example, Citi has increased lending
assistance to borrowers with income
up to 120% of median income—up
from 80% of the median local in-
come. the bank’s loan officers can
tell customers where their income is
relative to the local median family
income and also whether a property
is located in an eligible census tract. 

5. i Should Keep renting Because i
missed the market and Now i’m
Priced out. First-time or affordable
homebuyer programs can help you
get on the path to buying a home
you can afford. Remember, a home
is more than a place to live and build
memories—it is a way to build
wealth that you can pass on to future
generations. that’s something you
can’t achieve by renting. 

learn more 
For more information, visit

www.citi.com/mortgage/community-
lending-homerun. 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE
Ask rusty:

how Do i handle an overpayment
Notice From Social Security?
By RuSSEll GlOOR, 
national Social Security Advisor at the AmAC Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  things have gone good for me until now. I got a job and have
enjoyed going back to work after being retired. But I just got some bad news—
a letter from Social Security saying I owe them $17,000 because when I went
back to work, I earned more than allowed in 2021. they never mentioned that
I told them I was going back to work! they now say they can’t pay me benefits
in 2022 because I am working. Good job SSA, since I told you when I went
back to work! Anyway, I can’t repay them all at once, I’m lucky to buy gas to
get groceries. they list items for a waiver, but I am not sure what is best for
me. I was planning on moving for health reasons, but if I paid them all at once
I have nothing left for the move. I just started my research on how to handle
this but hoped you would have some insight. Signed: Un-retired Worker

Dear Un-retired Worker: Sorry to hear of the Overpayment notice you have
received from Social Security. here are my thoughts: the repayment options
they offered you are probably a) remit the entire amount in full or b) have your
SS benefits withheld until they recover what you owe, or c) ask for special
payment terms because doing either of the above is a hardship.

At this juncture, you can request a waiver of the Overpayment in either of
two ways: 
• File form SSA-632, which essentially says you agree you’ve been overpaid

but think you shouldn’t be required to pay it back because it wasn’t your
fault (it was Social Security’s fault because you notified them when you re-
turned to work). 

• File form SSA-634, which essentially says you agree you’ve been overpaid
and want to pay it back, but you can’t afford to pay it back in the manner
they’ve offered. 
I suggest you start by filing SSA-632, mainly because you notified them in

August of 2021 that you had returned to work and they, nevertheless, continued
to pay you thus causing the overpayment themselves (see Section 3, question.12
of SSA-632). while I can’t predict the probability of you having the entire
amount waived, I think there’s a reasonably good chance they may provide
you with some special accommodation because the overpayment was, indeed,
a result of their own inaction after you notified them you had returned to
work. 

I suspect what happened is that they simply neglected to act after you no-
tified them, and then when they received your 2021 earnings data from the
IRS, they found you had earned more than the 2021 limit, causing them to
issue the Overpayment notice. But their lack of action shouldn’t result in a fi-
nancial hardship for you, which is why I suggest you seek a waiver. Be aware
too that if your waiver request is denied you have the right to appeal that
denial, including requesting a hearing by an independent Administrative law
Judge, or by the SS Appeals Council, or even in Federal court if desired. 

In any event, while your case is pending, they shouldn’t require you to
repay them—they should temporarily suspend the repayment demand until
your case is adjudicated. 

Assuming you are still working full time, it’s probable that your benefits
are now suspended because your income is too high. FyI, you will later get
credit for any months your benefits are suspended, which will result in your
benefit amount increasing after you reach your full retirement age (FRA).
thus, you may be able to, over time, recover some of the SS benefits you’ve
lost because of your earnings prior to reaching your full retirement age.

The 2.4 million member Association of mature American Citizens [AmAC]
www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization that takes its marching
orders from its members. AMAC Action is a non-profit, non-partisan organization
representing the membership in our nation’s capital and in local Congressional
Districts throughout the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFounda-
tion.org) is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting and
educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the Association mem-
bers’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a practical insight on how to
best solve the problems they face today. Live long and make a difference by joining
us today at www.amac.us/join-amac. 
This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

Social Security matters

hints For home Buyers

Debunking the Five Myths That Deter
Homeownership

Dear EarthTalk: 
How do manufactured homes stack up against traditionally con-
structed houses in terms of energy efficiency and overall environ-
mental footprint?

—Jen Jackson, via email

As one might expect, manufactured homes run the gamut with re-
gard to energy efficiency. In an analysis completed by the American
Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE), it was found that
modern manufactured homes used 70.4 mm btu/year, a significant
amount less than the 108.5 mm btu/year average seen in traditional,
or “site-built” homes.

In addition, the actual manufacture of manufactured homes produces
much less waste, as does the on-site setup. According to the manufac-
tured housing Association of British Columbia, the construction and
set-up of manufactured homes creates 50 to 70 percent less waste than
traditional home-building.

traditional home-building also requires that the materials, tools
and workers all be sent to different sites throughout the year. this ap-
proach is far less organized and efficient than the streamlined factory
process associated with manufactured homes. As a result, all kinds of
emissions are produced. In an in-depth report commissioned by the
Sturgeon Foundation of Alberta, Canada, carbon dioxide (CO2) emis-
sions of both modular and on-site building projects were compared. It

was determined that the on-site construction process produced a whop-
ping 43 percent more CO2 emissions!

According to ACEEE, those who lived in a manufactured home
before 1976 “spent more money on their energy bills than on home
loans” and spent double on energy per square foot than those who oc-
cupied a traditional home. how is this possible? Before 1976, manu-
factured homes were built more quickly, for less money and with far
less regard for energy efficiency. By June of that year, the u.S. de-
partment of housing and urban development (hud) devised and
implemented the hud Code, setting a higher standard in quality,
safety and efficiency of product. 

today, manufactured homes must have sufficient levels of insulation
(this includes around ductwork, electrical outlets, lighting, etc.), modern
water heaters and energy-efficient appliances. If the manufactured
home does not meet the minimum standards set out by hud, then it is
illegal for it to be sold, leased or rented to anybody.

that being said, if you happen to own a manufactured home that
was purchased before 1976, there are still many ways that you can up-
grade your pad-from-the-past to meet the energy demands of the mod-
ern age. Passive solar design is one such avenue, whereby manufactured
home-owners orient and design their home space to maximize the
amount of sun exposure. this will not only power any solar panels
that may have been installed more efficiently, it will also provide both
natural light and heat. 

using a solar water heater is another great way to reduce one’s en-
ergy expenditures. though roof-mounted options may be limited (as
manufactured homes are less sturdy), the ground-based options are
definitely a good choice for anyone with a manufactured home that
isn’t moved often. 

CoNtACtS: Comparison of Carbon Emissions of modular and
Site Built houses, researchgate.net/publication/360173050_Compar-
ison_of_Carbon_Emissions_of_modular_and_Site_Built_houses; mo-
bilizing Energy Efficiency in the manufactured housing Sector,
aceee.org/sites/default/files/publications/researchreports/a124.pdf.

earthtalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & doug moss for the
501(c)3 nonprofit earthtalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. to
donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

manufactured homes: 
Greener than traditional houses?

ImAGE CREdIt: wES dICKInSOn, FlICKRCC

manufactured homes can be greener than traditional houses if
they are designed and built that way—but this may be the ex-
ception. 

Earth
TALK™

BOwIE, md. (Oct. 18, 2022)—the
Blackstone Charitable Foundation to-
day announced that Bowie State uni-
versity will receive $500,000 as part of
a $2 million commitment to four his-
torically Black Colleges and universi-
ties to expand access to its student ven-
ture and entrepreneurial skill-building
program Blackstone launchPad to un-
derrepresented populations.  the part-
nership is an element of the Founda-
tion’s broader $40 million commitment
to expand launchPad to higher educa-
tion institutions that have a majority
underrepresented population or are
serving under-resourced communities.

“this is a fantastic opportunity for
students at Bowie State,” said Johnetta
hardy, Executive director of the uni-
versity’s Entrepreneurship Innovation
Center.  “Blackstone launchPad’s cam-
pus-based entrepreneurship program,
designed to introduce entrepreneurship
as a viable career path, perfectly aligns
with Bowie State university’s institu-
tion-wide commitment to help students
develop an entrepreneurial mindset no
matter what academic program they
pursue. Our new Entrepreneurship liv-
ing learning Community already cre-

ates a real-world innovation hub that
provides resources for aspiring entre-
preneurs and encourages creative col-
laboration and entrepreneurial think-
ing.” 

launchPad’s campus-based pro-
gramming and national network will
provide students at Bowie State uni-
versity, morgan State university, north
Carolina A & t university, and north
Carolina Central university with the
resources and opportunities to support
their entrepreneurial endeavors and ca-
reer ambitions.

“Bowie State university is thankful
for the Blackstone Foundation’s recog-
nition and investment in the excellence
of hBCus,” said President Aminta h.
Breaux. “the Blackstone launchPad
partnership at BSu will support many
initiatives and programs already
planned or implemented in our growing
entrepreneurial ecosystem.”

For students at Bowie State and the
other hBCus, launchPad will fund
new programs on campus to help them
experience building a startup and access
a pipeline of internship opportunities.
Additionally, students will be able to
participate in national programs such
as pitch competitions, fellowships, and
conferences where they can build a last-
ing network of professional relation-

ships.  Blackstone launchPad is a co-
curricular program available to all stu-
dents on the campuses regardless of
their course of study.

Blackstone’s support of the BSu
Bulldog venture Competition on Oct.
20 will help fund $7,000 in cash awards
to aspiring entrepreneurs pitching busi-
ness ideas that will make life better for
the local community. the competition
will focus on ideas for businesses in
four categories: health and life science;
social and climate impact; consumer
products/services and fashion design;
and technology.

“we are thrilled to welcome this new
generation of launchPad schools into
our network and community,” said
maura Pally, Executive director of the
Blackstone Charitable Foundation.  the
first step in breaking entrepreneurial
barriers is to bring entrepreneurship to
those who need it by meeting students
where they are, and no better place to
start than right on their campuses.”

Blackstone Charitable Foundation’s
partnerships with Bowie State and the
other three hBCus is part of its effort
to ensure that the development of an
entrepreneurial mindset and skills is
available to a more diverse set of stu-
dents.

By dAvId lEE thOmPSOn
Bowie State University

Bowie State Joins Blackstone launchPad
entrepreneurship Network
Foundation Commits $2 Million to HBCUs in Maryland and North Carolina
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPtiSt

BAPtiSt

UNiteD methoDiSt

WeStPhAliA
United methodist Church

“A ChUrCh oN the reACh For GoD”

9363 d’Arcy Road
upper marlboro, md 

two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

rev. Dr. timothy West,
Pastor

All Are WelCome

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

wORd OF GOd
COmmunIty

ChuRCh
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, md 

(301) 864-3437

intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
Christ Is lord and King

Stephen l. wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland Road
College Park, md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

CommUNitY ChUrCh

UNiteD methoDiSt

FirSt BAPtiSt ChUrCh
oF hiGhlAND PArK

BAPtiSt

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church directory 
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our directory.

%
Call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road landover, md
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday Biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘wOndERFul wEdnESdAyS
wIth JESuS’: 

12 noon (the Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & the Word”

Dr. henry P. Davis iii, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 Oxon hill Road

Oxon hill, maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(Adults & Children) - 9:30 A.m.
worship Service - 11:00 A.m.
wed. Prayer Service & Bible

Study - 7:00 P.m.
Office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhBC@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. waymond B. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.m.e. zion Church

419 hill Road, landover, md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
morning worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United methodist Church

14418 Old marlboro Pike,
upper marlboro, md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

reverend twanda e. Prioleau, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

THIS 
COULD BE
YOUR AD!

Call today
for a quote.

301-627-0900 

let the multimedia Specialists of
mddC Ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. CAll tO-
dAy at 855-721-mddC, Ext. 4 and
start seeing results nOw!

Place a business card-sized ad in
the Regional Small display Adver-
tising network! Reach 1,000,000
readers with just one call, one
placement, and one bill in over 63
newspapers in maryland tOdAy!
Get the REACh and RESultS for
just pennies on the dollar! Call 855-
721-mddC, Ext. 4 or email kber-
rier@mddcpress.com.

Increase the digital presence of
your business! Contact mddC Ad
Services to receive a FREE digital
Footprint Consultation for your
business from a tOP PERFORm-
InG advertising agency! Call 855-
721-mddC, Ext. 4, www.mddcad-
services.com. 

let the multimedia Specialists of
mddC Ad Services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the district of Columbia,
PG, montgomery, howard and Anne
Arundel Counties. Call today at 855-
721-mddC, Ext. 4 and start seeing
results nOw.

BUSiNeSS oPPortUNitieS

BUSiNeSS ServiCeS

CLASSIFIEDS

use happy Jack® Kennel dip as an
area spray to control lyme disease
ticks, fleas, stable flies, & mosqui-
toes where they breed. At tractor
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

let the multimedia Specialists of
mddC Ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call today
at 855-721-mddC, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results nOw.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! COnnECt with
the multimedia Specialists of
mddC Ad Services. Expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk Advertis-
ing network - CAll tOdAy! with
one call, one placement, one bill,
you'll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire mid-Atlantic region.
Call 855-721-mddC, Ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

Pet SUPPlieS

ServiCeS—miSCellANeoUS

Prepare for power outages today
with a GEnERAC home standby
generator. $0 money down + low
monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

dISh network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 visa
Gift Card. FREE voice Remote.
FREE hd dvR. FREE Streaming
on All devices. Call today! 1-855-
407-6870

dEntAl InSuRAnCE from
Physicians mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - nOt
just a discount plan. do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 3 7 - 5 2 2 8
www.dental50plus.com/mddC
#6258

BEAutIFul BAth uPdAtES in
as little as OnE dAy! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
AFFORdABlE PRICES!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call now! 877-738-0991.

For SAle

heAlth / meDiCAl SUPPlieS

home imProvemeNt
ServiCeS

tOP CA$h PAId FOR Old GuI-
tARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, d'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson mandolins / Banjos. 888-
491-4534

PAyInG tOP CA$h FOR mEn'S
SPORt wAtChES! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
heuer, daytona, Gmt, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 844-506-
3622.

WANteD to BUY or trADe

lAuREl, md. (Oct. 19, 2022)—wSSC water Commissioners wel-
comed lynnette (lynne) d. Espy-williams as the newest member
of the Board of Commissioners. A Prince George’s County resident,
Espy-williams—Chief diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer at
the law firm Cozen O’Connor—was appointed to serve as Com-
missioner by County Executive Angela Alsobrooks and unanimously
approved by the Prince George’s County Council September 27.

“I welcome the opportunity to use my legal background and
commitment to diversity to ensure our water infrastructure invest-
ments are fiscally sound and advance our shared goals around racial
equity and social justice,” said Espy-williams. “I thank County Ex-
ecutive Alsobrooks and members of the County Council for en-
trusting me to serve this vital agency and our customers.”

A member of the law firm Cozen O’Connor, ms. Espy-williams
brings experience in commercial litigation and is widely recognized
in the industry. She has led many complex commercial litigation
matters and routinely speaks on industry issues

Beyond her work with Cozen O’Connor, Espy-williams has used
her legal background and leadership skills for the betterment of the
community and spends a significant amount of time participating in
various pro bono activities.

A graduate of Spelman College, she earned her Juris doctor from
the university of maryland’s Francis King Carey School of law.
you can find her complete bio at https://www.wsscwater.com/
person/lynnette-d-espy-williams.

Espy-williams becomes the second of three Commissioners rep-
resenting Prince George’s County. the county is in the process of
selecting its third Commissioner to fill the last vacancy. Six Com-
missioners, three from each county, govern wSSC water. they are
appointed to four-year terms by their respective county executives
and confirmed by their county councils. more information on wSSC
water Commissioners is on the Governance page.

WSSC WATER is the proud provider of safe, seamless and satisfying
water services, making the essential possible every day for our neigh-
bors in Montgomery and Prince George’s counties. We work to deliver
our best because it’s what our customers expect and deserve.

By luIS mAyA
WSSC Water

Lynnette D. Espy-Williams Appointed
Newest WSSC Water Commissioner
Representing Prince George’s County
Brings Experience in Commercial Law and Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion

november 2.  there will be mass (under a huge white tent) at 9
a.m. Rev. mario A. majano will celebrate the mass and give the
homily.  I always try to go—that’s where my dear husband Jack is
buried.  For information, call the cemetery, 301-868-5141.

milestones
happy Birthday to Carolyn Follin and former morningside Coun-

cilman Jim Ealey, nov. 1; Carl mcKlveen, nov. 2; my son-in-law
luke Seidman and Flossie Keck, nov. 3; Bella Cordero, nov. 4;
Brandon wood and Bob Elborne, nov. 5.

happy Anniversary, michael and maria (Blankenship) Jinks,
their 20th on nov. 1; and Al and debbie Callison, on nov. 4.

morningside from A2
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