
as the 2020 presidential elec-
tion neared, then-President don-
ald trump warned all ameri-
cans—especially republicans
—about the supposed dangers he
saw in early, absentee and mail-
in voting.

“as far as the ballots are con-
cerned, it’s a disaster,” he said dur-
ing a September 2020 presidential
debate, repeating a fully de-
bunked, utterly untrue argument
that such ballots lead to election
fraud.

But trump, who lost the 2020
election to democrat Joe Biden,
was right in one way. mail-in vot-
ing was a disaster—for maryland
republicans in 2022.

in at least five major races in
the state, republican candidates
led on election Night only to see
their leads slip away over the next
few days as mail-in ballots were

counted.  Five conservatives lost
their leads, too, in nonpartisan
races for school board seats in the
state.

given what happened, a grow-
ing number of republicans now
say they must embrace mail-in
voting to give themselves better
odds in future elections.

“i’m not aware of any efforts
to help republicans vote by mail,
but on the democrat side, there
were a lot of efforts— and i think
we’re seeing that in the results,”
said del. Neil Parrott, a republi-
can who led in his race for the
district 6 U.S. house seat on
election Night only to lose to the
incumbent democrat, rep. david
trone, when the mail-in votes
were counted. 

Flipping the results
amid the coVid-19 pan-

demic, early voting and mail-in
ballots have become common
ways to cast ballots in recent elec-
tions, including in maryland.

in November’s general elec-
tion, a little over two million bal-
lots were cast in maryland, and
over 900,000 of those ballots were
either cast during early voting, or
mailed in, state elections records
show.

But in maryland, the mail-in
ballots could not be counted until
after election day. that’s because
in may, gov. Larry hogan vetoed
a bill that state lawmakers passed
that would have allowed for the
counting of mail-in ballots before
election day. hogan said the elec-
tion reform bill that would have
allowed the earlier counting of
mail-in votes didn’t go far enough
to prevent voter fraud.

the requirement that mail-in
votes be counted after election
day, combined with the democ-
rats’ embrace of mail-in voting,

made for some misleading pre-
liminary results on election Night.
For example:
• in the race for anne arundel

county executive, republican
county councilwoman Jessica
haire led the incumbent demo-
crat, Steuart Pittman, by 10,863
votes on election Night. But
once all the mail-in ballots were
counted, Pittman was declared
the winner—as 42,156 of the
58,504 mail-in votes went the
democrat’s way.

• in the race to represent district
6 as a member in the U.S.
house, Parrott led by over
11,000 votes just after election
day. But trone ended up win-
ning by 24,524 votes—because
the democratic incumbent re-
ceived about 33,000 more mail-
in votes.

• in the election to represent dis-
trict 33 in the maryland State
Senate, republican del. Sid
Saab led democrat dawn gile
by 1,636 votes before the
counting of mail-in ballots. But
gile received 7,328 more mail-
in votes than Saab, meaning the
democrat won by a little more
than 6,000 votes.

• in the race for Frederick
county executive, republican
State Sen. michael hough led
democrat Jessica Fitzwater by
just over 11,000 votes just after
election day. But Fitzwater re-
ceived 10,868 more mail-in
votes than her opponent. Paired
with a 1,201-vote advantage in
provisional ballots, Fitzwater
defeated hough by just 989
votes.

• in the election to represent dis-
trict 9a in the maryland house
of delegates, four candidates
competed for two seats. incum-
bent republican del. trent Kit-
tleman finished election Night
in the lead. however, a subpar
performance for her in mail-in
ballots dropped her to third in
the race, narrowly missing out
on re-election by 113 votes. her
closest opponent, democrat
chao wu, received 2,482 more
mail-in votes.
Ben Smith, Pittman’s cam-

paign manager, said the election
results show how democrats used
mail-in voting to their advantage.

“ensuring broad turnout was
important to us, and vote by mail
is an incredible asset in that re-

spect, because it removes a lot of
the barriers to participation that a
voter might otherwise experience
because of issues with transporta-
tion, childcare, work or any other
responsibility,” Smith said.

How the democrats utilized
mail-in voting 

yvette Lewis, chair of the
maryland democratic Party, said
the party “spent a lot of time edu-
cating voters on how easy it was
to do mail-in voting.”

She said the state democratic
Party sent digital ads to voters en-
couraging them to vote by mail.
meanwhile, democratic volun-
teers called or texted voters and
knocked on doors to deliver the
message that voting by mail was
easy and convenient.

as a result, democrats “realize
the importance, the ease of voting
by mail and voting early, because
all kinds of unforeseen things can
happen on election day,” Lewis
said.

individual democratic cam-
paigns reinforced the message that

Prince george’s county
council member at-Large
calvin S. hawkins, ii will host a
screening of producer Karim
mowatt’s film, “Lorton: Prison
of terror”, a documentary explor-
ing life in the region’s former
prison complex through the first-
hand, personal accounts of for-
mer inmates, corrections officers,
and families of people who were
imprisoned at one of the eight
Lorton reformatory prisons.

the screening will be held on
saturday, January 7, 2023, 5
p.m.–8 p.m., at the Prince
george’s community college,
center for the Performing arts,
Proscenium theater, 301 Largo
rd., in Largo, maryland.  this
event is free; however, seating is
limited.  you must have a ticket
to attend.   

Lorton reformatory is a for-
mer prison complex in Lorton,
Virginia, established in 1910 for
the district of columbia.  de-
scribed by many as outdated,
overcrowded and violent, Lorton
developed a reputation as one of
the most notorious prisons in the
american prison system.  the
last prisoners were removed from
Lorton reformatory in 2001, and
a year later, the property was sold
to Fairfax county. it is now a mix
of single-family homes and apart-

ments, and recreational facilities
in walkable communities. 

council member hawkins
shared, “i am pleased to present
this documentary which shares an
untold story about what occurred
behind the prison walls at Lorton
– the conditions endured by in-
mates and the impact of their ex-
perience on families and commu-
nities.  i encourage our residents
to see this important film.”

a passionate advocate for re-
turning citizens, council member
hawkins added that his commit-
ment is born of personal experi-
ence.  “i am devoted to creating
and seeking opportunities to sup-
port those who travel the way that
i traveled—returning home to a
community that presents a host
of viable opportunities and op-
tions to succeed and not to return
to prison.”

the free screening event will
also feature a Question & answer
session following the film pres-
entation.

while previous screenings
have sold out, tickets are avail-
able for the January 7 event
hosted by council member
hawkins. 

For tickets please visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
lorton-prioson-of-terror-tickets-
461903123677
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County Council Member at-Large
Calvin s. Hawkins, II, Hosts
special screening of “Lorton:
prison of terror” documentary
Free, Ticketed Event, Saturday, January 7, 2023, at
Prince George’s Community College, Largo

Council Vice-Chair and district 6 Council
Member Wala Blegay responds to deadly
Carjacking at Largo Gas station

Banneker-douglass Museum saddened
by theft and defacement of Monumental
statue of Harriet tubman
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Marietta House Museum presents: 
“From slave ship to Harvard:  Yarrow
Mamout and the History of an african
american Family”

Library announces 2022 top reads in
prince George’s County
Community, Page a3

to Be equal:
Bennie thompson’s Historic Leadership of
Jan. 6th Committee Is an extension of a
Lifelong Mission to safeguard 
Voting rights and racial Justice

…he considers the work of the January
6 committee his most important.
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sleep is Good Medicine

4 steps to Live in the present every day
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By giLLie hayNeS
prince George’s County Council Media

See MaIL-IN Page a4

By NathaN Schwartz and BraNdoN SchwartzBerg
Capital News service

In Maryland, dems Capitalized on
Mail In Voting—But the Gop didn’t

BacKgroUNd image By PeLLiNNi, coUrteSy morgUeFiLe.com

Largo, md. (dec. 22, 2022)—every hol-
iday season the Prince george’s county me-
morial Library System shares local
booklovers’ top reads for the year. the 2022
reading lists include a wide range of recent
releases and beloved classics. the titles re-
flect the community’s love of reading, ea-
gerness to learn and grow, an interest in his-
tory and the range of challenges facing
contemporary society, plus dedicated fol-
lowing of mo willems, the “diary of a
wimpy Kid” series, and books about
minecraft. 

Usage of physical materials is on the rise,
growing from 1,170,654 in calendar year
2021 to 1,704,966 in 2022 (through No-
vember), a 45.6% increase. digital resource

usage has grown 58% since 2016 and 2022
digital resource usage is on track to exceed
2021 usage. eBook/eaudiobook usage has
grown by 455% between 2016 and 2022.

over the holidays, Prince georgians are
encouraged to stock up on reading at their
local neighborhood branch library and enjoy
the wealth of eBooks, eaudiobooks, stream-
ing media, and online resources available
at no cost. the Library’s full catalog of
books is available at pgcmls.info and the
PgcmLS app. Staff picks for adult readers
(english and Spanish) are shared each
month at pgcmls.info. customers of all ages
can log reading and library activities to earn
badges and entries for wizards tickets and
prize packs through the wizards winter
reading challenge. the free challenge can
be joined online at pgcmls.info/wizards.
customers of neighboring library systems

can register through their local library at
this LiNK or by visiting a participating li-
brary’s website: dcPL, alexandria Library,
Fairfax county Library, and mcPL. 

top 10 adult Fiction
“where the crawdads Sing” by delia

owens
“the Vanishing half” by Brit Bennett
“the midnight Library” by matt haig
“the Judge’s List” by John grisham
“People we meet on Vacation” by emily

henry
“it’s Not all downhill From here” by

terry mcmillan
“anxious People” by Fredrik Backman
“Life after death” by Sister Souljah”

By NichoLaS BrowN
pGCMLs

Library announces 2022 top reads in 
prince George’s County

See top reads Page a3

image credit PgcmLS



Council Vice-Chair and district 6 Council
Member Wala Blegay responds to deadly
Carjacking at Largo Gas station

on tuesday another act of violence was committed in our community.
i am deeply saddened and extend my heartfelt condolences to the family,
friends, and loved ones of Lee alexander thomas, a district 6 resident
whose life was taken in a deadly carjacking at a gas station in Largo.  

when violence invades the lives of a family in our community, it
affects us all.  at a time when mr. alexander’s family should be gathering
to celebrate the holidays, they are now gathering to mourn a life lost. 

i am determined to keep our communities safe. i will work with
Prince george’s county executive angela alsobrooks, State’s attorney
aisha Braveboy and chief of Police malik aziz to ensure justice in the
senseless murder of Lee alexander thomas.

the thomas family has my full support and prayers during this difficult
time. in district 6, we are family, and we will get through these difficult
times together.

a reward of up to $25,000 is being offered for information leading to
an arrest and indictment in this case. if you have any information, please
call 301-516-2512.

Martinez Lopez earns dean’s List at 
davis & elkins College
eLKiNS, w.Va. (dec. 22, 2022)—davis & elkins college student
Joshua Martinez Lopez of hyattsville, maryland, has achieved the
dean's List for the fall 2022 semester. to earn the honor, full-time stu-
dents must achieve a semester gPa of 3.6 to less than 4.0.

related to the Presbyterian church (U.S.a.), davis & elkins college
is located in elkins, west Virginia, and offers 45 academic programs.
For more information, visit the college website at www.dewv.edu.
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
around the CountyIn & around Morningside-skyline by mary mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-aquasco by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

a speCIaL tHaNKs
“good morning, church family, a note of thanks to Pam Stahl

and avis Balkcom-williams for the wonderfully orchestrated and
well-presented christmas cantata, “how great our Joy” on Sun-
day, december 11.  all the members who came together to form
the combined choir. your attire was festive, and your melodious
sound was very inspiring: the media ministry—Kevin augustus
on the sound board, and ronald & rendell crawford’s doing the
streaming.  June Fauber the narrator; the members of the combined
choir for decorating the sanctuary; and the members who provided
a light continental breakfast to satisfy our appetites after the
morning service”.  Pastor dorothea Stroman. 

CoNGratULatIoNs
congratulations “intelligence plus character—that is the goal

of true education.”  martin Luther King, Jr. congratulations to
Jason mitchell, who is the grandson of the late garnell and ruth
turner of Brandywine, maryland and the son of Larry and Patricia
turner mitchell of rio Vista, california.

Jason just graduated from Southern New hampshire Univer-
sity, on Saturday, december 10, 2022, with a master of Science
in Sports management and graduate certificate in athletic ad-
ministration.  Jason lives in Southern california and presently
works at a private high school.

NottINGHaM MYers UNIted MetHodIst
CHUrCH

you are invited to join us for our Parish New years eve Service
at Nottingham myers United methodist church, Saturday, de-
cember 31, 2022, at 4 p.m.  Nottingham myers United methodist
church, 15601 Brooks church road, Upper marlboro, maryland
20772, Pastor Shemaiah Strickland.  https://www.thenhf.org. 

trIBUte to BarrY WHIte
a tribute to Barry white, January 14, 2023, harmony hall

arts center 8 p.m.  the address is 10701 Livingston road, Fort
washington, maryland 20744.  Jourdan carroll is just one of
those singers that you never want to forget.  walking away from
his soulful voice at the end of a show gives you hope and admi-
ration for his talent.  carroll has worked his entire life on his
voice.  his voice is so deep and mesmerizing it is often associated
with the voice of the legendary Barry white.  with notes so low
that some could claim the ground was shaking, he made his star-
like debut in his early teens.  after being noted so many times for
his resemblance to Barry white, he decided to bring it into his
shows.  this only increased his popularity and fame as old fans

of Barry white now had a new and refreshing voice to bring the
70s soul star back to life.  carroll has captured the charismatic
persona of Barry white, as well as his penchant for impromptu
comments while performing.  this show is a “must-see” event
for anyone who is a Barry white fan or a lover of classic r&B. 

CHrIstMas at tHe HarBor
Nightly tree Light Show at the Plaza, 150 National Plaza,

National harbor, maryland runs every half hour from sunset to 9
p.m.  watch the brand new 60-foot rgB tree come to light nightly.
the breathtaking light show dances alongside a holiday medley
recorded by the United States air Force Band.  

ICe! at tHe GaYLord NatIoNaL resort
gaylord National resort will celebrate the christmas season

with the return of the hotel’s beloved holiday tradition ice! until
december 31, 2022. Using more than 2 million pounds of ice,
the amusing holiday classic, ‘a christmas Story’ will be brought
to life in ice sculpture form by a team of 40 world class ice
artisans from harbin, china.  this year, guests will experience
over ten scenes from the hilarious family tale including the old
man’s major award, aunt clara’s pink nightmare, the ultimate
triple dog dare at the school’s flagpole and more.  the display is
kept at a frosty 9 degrees Fahrenheit, but don’t worry, guests will
be provided gaylord National’s signature blue parkas to keep
them warm and toasty.  gaylord National resort and convention
center address is 201 waterfront Street, National harbor mary-
land. 

CoNGratULatIoNs
Bowie State University is excited to celebrate their winter

graduates and honorary degree recipient mr. eddie c. Brown.
mr. Brown has distinguished himself over the span of a 50-year
career, as an investment manager, entrepreneur, and philanthro-
pist.

HarMoNY HaLL arts CeNter
arts center featuring an art gallery, a concert hall, fitness

room, meeting rooms, a multipurpose room, playground, and a
preschool room.  Part of maryland’s 2020 year of the woman.
Seniors Programs and teen Programs are offered. the center is
located at 10701 Livingston road, Fort washington, maryland
20744.  website:  https://www.mncppc.org/1979/harmony-
hall-arts-center.  telephone:  301-203-6070.

Happy New Year to Everyone!!! 

Wayne Neale remembers 
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
growing up in Morningside

“i didn’t know it at the time, but there
is something about morningside that made
it the perfect town in which to be raised.
we knew nearly all the members of the
families in community, as most families
contained 4 or 5 children.  everything from
the christmas tree lighting ceremony to
the school christmas program was at-
tended.  athletic summer programs, the
cub and boy scouts, safety patrols on the
corners when school was out, and after
school- basketball in the playground.
teachers that you knew and respected.
white’s grocery for penny candy and a
crewcut at Johnson’s Barber Shop.  and,
as we got older, the sub-teen and teen
clubs. the firemen were residents and role
models, and the ladies participated through
the firehouse Ladies auxiliary.  the police
were the fathers of our classmates.

“as i think about it now, it has a lot of
resemblance to Jimmy Stewart’s movie,
“it’s a wonderful Life.”  this tribute to
morningside was by wayne Neale, for the
Neale family.

town of Morningside:  Christmas
report

“Breakfast with Santa had a great
turnout—the magic Show, Pancake Break-
fast and Santa Secret Shop.  the kids had
a great time!  a Special thanks to morn-
ingside resident, mr. Pitts of Larkspur rd.,
for all his Santa experience.” 

on Sunday, december 18, the recre-
ation committee went through the town
Singing carols and house Judging.  the
winning houses are:

1st Place - taylor and hernandez of
morgan rd.

2nd Place - the gordan Family of
woodland rd.

3rd Place - Freeland Family of Larches
ct.

honorable mention - Vice mayor wade
of town of morningside

Neighbors & other good people
donald young, 100, of temple hills,

census Bureau Statistician. dept. of com-
merce medal recipient, member of local
service organizations, died dec. 19.  i’ll
remember this amazing man in next week’s
column. 

congratulations to Kristen and Julian
ehiem on the birth of their twins, ambrose
and teresa.  their mother, Kristen, was
secretary at St. Philip’s in camp Springs

but now has a new job as mom of two.  
heather mchale, of clinton, drove to

climax, michigan, for the funeral of her
beloved grandfather, wesley “wes”
mitchell Swarthout, who died december
1 at the age of 88.  From his obit, “he
graduated from climax-Scotts high
School in 1950 and then went on to spend
4 years in the United States air Force.  on
February 13, 1955, wesley married Sandra
Joan Fenwick.  wes and Sandra were lucky
enough to have 67 loving years together.
they were a beautiful team and built a
wonderful life on their farm. wes was a
lifelong farmer and loved everything about
farming.  Feeding beef cattle and every-
thing that went along with it.  it was one
of his greatest joys.”

i’ve had an artsy time seeing my grand-
daughters’ shows:  Samantha mchale, on
her viola with the towson University Sym-
phony orchestra, dec. 3; Sarah mchale
performing with the Fall dance Showcase
at UmBc; and mary mchale on trumpet
with Bishop mcNamara high School’s
christmas concert.  earlier in the year,
mary was amy in mcNamara’s production
of “Little women.”

pearl Harbor (continued)
Jill Kimmel, formerly of Skyline,

emailed the item about Pearl harbor in last
week’s column and i asked for more in-
formation about her parents.  She wrote,

“my dad was capt. edwin mcdonald,
mom was marie mcdonald.  my dad was
well known after the war for his exploits
in antarctica. he was given a medal by
the Queen of england as well a Legion of
merit from the President. he also received
many medals for his service during the
war. among others, he received 2 silver
medals and 1 bronze.

“mom did tell me more about the at-
tack—so much turmoil and chaos. her
house was strafed by the Japanese, killing
next-door neighbor’s baby.  the woman
was so distraught she carried the baby with
her for days.  my mom said after the attack
on Pearl all the civilians waited to be taken
back to the states.  She said she played
poker the whole way home aboard the ship.
She was later an air raid warden in San
Francisco during the war.” 

Medstar southern Maryland Hospital
honored

congratulations to medStar Southern
maryland hospital for being awarded the
Pathway to excellence designation by the
american Nurses credentialing center.

the hospital treats 45,000 in its emer-
gency department and 11,000 inpatients
annually.  this is the first national nursing
designation for the hospital and makes
medStar Southern maryland the only hos-
pital in the Southern maryland peninsula
to be Pathway designated.  additionally, it
is the only hospital in Prince george’s to
receive this designation.

Buy stamps now!
on January 22, postage will go up.

again.  First class letters, from 60¢ to 63¢.
Postcards, from 44¢ to 48¢.  international
letters and postcards, from $1.40 to $1.45.
i don’t know what happens to “additional
ounce.”

thank you for your thank You
the delightful tribute to morningside

by wayne Neale, triggered several thank-
yous to me for keeping morningside in
the news.  among them: morningside
mayor Benn cann, Jim reilly, former
morningside councilman russell Butler,
former councilwoman carol (Kline) de-
graba, dave williams, Jody Nyers, cathy
miller (who years ago worked with me in
St. Philip’s Library), Jan Stocklinski
(whose mother was the first morningside
mayor), Julie Koch-michael, and even my
daughter therese gallegos (who reads the
column down there in Brownsville, texas).

Milestones
amy anthony wade and robert tretler,

dec. 30; Pat Spry and Janet Ferguson
hemming, dec. 31, Sister haimanot,
dorothy cullinan and Bridget Vilky, Jan.
1; evelyn Lozano, Jan. 2; courtni Bland,
Jan. 3; Jennifer Jung, J. B. thomas, and
Krista Neale, Jan. 4.   

happy anniversary to my grandson
david & Nina mchale, their 23rd on dec.
30; my grandson isaac & eva gallegos,
their 2nd on dec. 31; my grandson conor
& heather mchale, their 19th on Jan. 3;
and my son John & michelle mchale, their
26th on Jan. 4.

you may note that, of the grooms listed
in these anniversaries, three are my grand-
sons and one is my son.  i don’t know why
the mchales keep getting married at this
midwinter time of the year.

it could have something to do with their
parentage:  John edward mchale Jr. &
mary margaret mudd were married 72
years ago, on Jan. 3, 1951, at St. mary’s
cathedral in Saginaw, michigan.  

Happy New Year to all my
Readers

Photo coUrteSy BaNNeKer-doUgLaSS mUSeUm

photos (left to right): detail of vévé, the beaded staff that Harriet tub-
man held in her left hand and full image of the monumental statue,
araminta with rifle and Vévé (2017) courtesy of Goya Contemporary
Gallery.

aNNaPoLiS, md. (dec. 21,
2022)—on Saturday, december 17,
the Banneker-douglass museum suf-
fered a theft and the defacement of
the monumental statue of harriet
tubman, araminta with rifle and
Vévé (2017) by dr. Joyce J. Scott.

installed in September 2022, the
monumental statue, araminta with
rifle and Vévé sits in front of the
museum on view along Franklin
Street. museum staff noticed the
vévé, a beaded staff that harriet tub-
man held in her left hand, was miss-
ing. 

a police report was filed imme-
diately. museum staff  are currently
working with the city of annapolis
Police department to review video
footage with hopes of recovering the
piece.

“we’re saddened that this has oc-
curred,” said chanel Johnson, exec-
utive director of Banneker-douglass
museum and maryland commission
on african american history and
culture. “if anyone has any informa-
tion connected to the theft, please let
us know. we are asking for the com-
munity’s assistance in this effort. we
are praying for the return of the vévé
to restore the statue to its original
state.”

dr. Joyce J. Scott, a macarthur
“genius” Fellow, is known as the

“Queen of Beadwork” for the intri-
cate, handcrafted beading featured in
many of her pieces. araminta with
rifle and Vévé (2017) is on loan from
goya contemporary gallery in Bal-
timore. Scott originally created the
piece for a 2018 exhibition entitled
harriet tubman and other truths at
grounds for Sculpture in hamilton,
N.J.

the museum will be closed until
further notice while the investigation
is underway.

if anyone has any information,
please contact the museum via email
at bannekerdouglassmuseum
@gmail.com or via phone at (410)
216-6180.

The Banneker-douglass museum is
the State of Maryland’s official mu-
seum of African American heritage
and culture. It is operated by the
Maryland Commission on African
American History and Culture. It
serves to document, interpret, and
promote African American history
and culture through exhibitions, pro-
grams, and projects in order to im-
prove the understanding and appre-
ciation of America’s rich cultural
diversity for all. The museum is open
to the public Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Admission
is free. To learn more, visit http://
bdmuseum.maryland.gov. Follow us
on social media: Facebook, Insta-
gram, and YouTube.

By PreSS oFFicer
Banneker-douglass Museum

Banneker-douglass Museum
saddened by theft and

defacement of Monumental
statue of Harriet tubman



“the other Black girl” by zakiya
dalila harris

“while Justice Sleeps” by Stacey
abrams

top 10 adult Non-Fiction
“caste: the origins of our discon-

tents” by isabel wilkerson
“algebra the easy way” by douglas

downing
“Python all-in-one” by John c.

Shovic
“talking to Strangers: what we Should

Know about the People we don’t Know”
by malcolm gladwell

“hood Feminism: Notes from the
women that a movement Forgot” by
mikki Kendall

“call Us what we carry: Poems” by
amanda gorman

“how to Be antiracist” by ibram X.
Kendi

“Salt, Fat, acid, heat: mastering the
elements of good cooking” by Samin
Nosrat

“think again: the Power of Knowing
what you don’t Know” by adam m.
grant

“the 1619 Project: a New origin
Story” edited by Nikole hannah-Jones

top 10 adult audiobooks
“Becoming” by michelle obama
“the Bible experience: old testa-

ment” by zondervan
“rich dad Poor dad: what rich Kids

teach their Kids about money that the
Poor and middle class do Not” by robert
t. Kiyosaki

“Born a crime: Stories from a South
african childhood” by trevor Noah

“Spanish 1 B: the complete course”

by Simon and Schuster audio
“it’s Not all downhill from here” by

terry mcmillan
“Spanish iii B: the complete course”

by Simon and Schuster audio
“Spanish iii a: the complete course”

by Simon and Schuster audio
“the guardians” by John grisham
“Spanish: the Short course” by Simon

and Schuster audio

top 10 eBooks (spanish)
“Violeta” - isabel allende
“hopeless: tocando el cielo” - colleen

hoover
“Veinte poemas de amor y una canción

desesperada” - Pablo Neruda
“amor en verso” - colleen hoover
“conversaciones entre amigos” - Sally

rooney
“y a ti, ¿cómo te gusta el café? con-

tigo” - elsa delgado
“Velorio” - Xavier Navarro aquino

“Verity: La sombra de un engaño” -
colleen hoover

“cantoras” - carolina de robertis
“Nunca, nunca (1)” - colleen hoover

top 10 audiobooks (Libby)
“Finding me” by Viola davis
“the Paris apartment” by Lucy Foley
“the maid” by Nita Prose
“Black cake” by carmaine wilkerson
“Book Lovers” by emily henry
“run rose run” by dolly Parton and

James Patterson
“cold mourning” by Brenda chap-

man
“the recovery agent” by Janet

evanovich
“atlas of the heart” by Brené Brown
“Lessons in chemistry” by Bonnie

garmus

top 10 teen Fiction
“Shadow and Bone” by Leigh Bardugo
“children of Blood and Bone” by tomi

adeyemi
“the Summer i turned Pretty” by

Jenny hour
“they Both die at the end” by adam

Silvera
“one of us is Next” by Karen m. mc-

manus
“the hate U give” by angie thomas
“ace of Spades” by Faridah Àbíké-

Íyímídé
“a court of thorns and roses” by

Sarah J. maas
“the outsiders” by S. e. hinton
“the Ballad of Songbrids and Snakes”

by Suzanne collins

top 10 teen Graphic Novel
“heartstopper Volume 1” by alice os-

eman
“dragon Ball Super 14, Son goju,

galactic Patrol officer” by akira toriyama
“dragon Ball Super 8, Sign of Son

goku’s awakening” by akira toriyama
“heartstopper Volume 4” by alice os-

eman
“heartstopper Volume 2” by alice os-

eman
“Fruits Basket Volume 1” by Natsuki

takaya
“Pretty guardian Sailor moon 1” by

Naoko takeuchi
“heartstopper Volume 3” by alice os-

eman
“dragon Ball Super Volume 15, moro,

consumer of worlds” by akira toriyama
“miles morales Volume 5, the clone

Saga” by Saladin ahmed

marietta house museum is thrilled to
present nationally acclaimed author and
historian, James h. Johnston, on thurs-
day, January 12, 6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. to
discuss his book, “From Slave Ship to
harvard: yarrow mamout and the history
of an african american Family”. this is
a hybrid presentation.

James h. Johnston will discuss the life

of yarrow mamout, a self-emancipated
muslim man whose story from africa to
maryland lends insight into understanding
the lives of 18th & 19th century free and
enslaved people in Prince george’s
county, md. yarrow mamout was the
first of his family to arrive in america.
hear the true story of an african american
family in maryland over six generations,
from their ancestor yarrow mamout to
the present generations.

to join this fascinating conversation

please register online at
https://tinyurl.com/msfbswrz or call (301)
464-5291 for more information. this is
online and in-person. to receive the mi-
crosoft teams link you must register in
advance. address for in-person presenta-
tion is 5626 Bell Station road, glenn
dale, md. 20769.  marietta house mu-
seum is a property of the maryland-Na-
tional capital Park and Planning com-
mission.

waShiNgtoN—Sen. chris Van hollen,
d-maryland, hopes to reform medical
debt practices with the introduction of leg-
islation that would curb unfair policies
and protect consumers.

Van hollen and co-sponsor Sen. chris
murphy, d-connecticut, announced the
bill Nov. 30. 

the maryland lawmaker and murphy
first sponsored the legislation in 2020.
the bill, called the Strengthening con-
sumer Protections and medical debt
transparency act, failed to pass before
the end of 2020.

“when folks are sick or in the hospital
the last thing they should be worried about
is whether they’ll lose their house or their
wages for seeking care,” Van hollen said
in a statement. “this legislation puts safe-
guards in place to ensure transparency,
cap interest rates, and keep the focus on
patients’ health and wellbeing so they can
get the care they need.”

if passed, the measure would require
health care institutions to communicate
about debt with consumers and cap the
annual interest rate growth for medical
debt at 5%.

the legislation also calls on the de-
partment of health and human Services
to create a database for public information

about medical debt collection practices
from hospitals and other providers.

additionally, the bill includes con-
sumer protections like checking for insur-
ance coverage assistance before a provider
sends debt to collection agencies and that
health care entities must provide patients
with itemized bills and payment receipts.

“Forcing people to go bankrupt just
because they get sick is immoral—plain
and simple,” murphy said in a statement.
“we need to shed light on the hospitals
out there who are abusing patients with
overly aggressive debt collection prac-
tices.”

in 2021, 12% of maryland residents
had medical debts in collection, according
to a study by the Urban institute.
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By Stacey hawKiNS
Marietta House Museum

Marietta House Museum Presents:
“From slave ship to Harvard:  Yarrow Mamout and the History of
an african american Family”, by author James H. Johnston

By grace yarrow
Capital News service

Maryland’s Van Hollen Wants Congress to
address Medical debt practices

ask rusty:

Can I Get survivor Benefits 
While still Working?
By rUSSeLL gLoor, 
National Social Security advisor at the amac Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the association of Mature american Citizens

Dear Rusty:  i lost my wife several years ago and i qualified for Social
Security Spousal benefits. Unfortunately, because of my income, i have
not been able to take advantage of this benefit. i am currently 64 and
still working. i believe i have until the age of 70 to receive this. is there
any way to claim any of this before i start taking my Social Security in
a couple of years? Signed: Working Widower

Dear Working Widower: your entitlement to surviving spouse benefits
from your wife actually never expires so, you can wait until you stop
working full time, or until you reach your full retirement age (Fra),
to claim your benefit as a widower. 

Social Security’s “earnings test” lasts until you reach your full re-
tirement age which, for you, is 66 years and 8 months. that is the age
at which your earnings from working will no longer affect your Social
Security benefit. So, you can simply defer claiming your survivor ben-
efit until you reach your Fra, or until you stop working full time and
won’t exceed the annual earnings limit (the earnings limit changes
yearly; for 2023 it is $21,240). But there is no way to avoid the earnings
test if you’re collecting SS benefits of any kind before you reach your
full retirement age. if you collect your surviving spouse benefit early
and exceed the earnings limit, SS will take away benefits equal to $1
for every $2 you are over the limit (half of what you exceed the limit
by), and if your work earnings are high enough it can temporarily dis-
qualify you from receiving SS benefits. the penalty for exceeding the
earnings limit is also less severe in the year you reach your Fra.

you might take some comfort in knowing, anyway, that taking
your survivor benefit before your Fra would mean it would be reduced
(by 4.75% for each full year early) but waiting until you reach your
Fra to claim it would mean you’ll get 100% of the survivor benefit
you’re entitled to (the same amount your wife was entitled to when
she died). and you can claim your survivor benefit (only) first and
collect that, while allowing your personal SS retirement amount to
continue to grow, up to age 70 if you wish. you should strive to max-
imize whichever benefit will be highest—your own, or your survivor
benefit—and collect that benefit for the rest of your life. if you choose
to claim your survivor benefit at your Fra and switch to your own
higher amount at 70, your personal SS retirement benefit at 70 will be
almost 27% more than it will be at your full retirement age. that
would be a good way to avoid the earnings test, maximize both benefits,
and secure the highest possible Social Security benefit for as long as
you live. 

whether waiting until 70 to claim your own SS retirement benefit
makes sense depends on whether it will be higher at age 70 than your
survivor benefit at your Fra, and on your life expectancy. average
life expectancy for a man your current age is about 84 and you would
break even moneywise at about age 81 if you wait until age 70 to
claim your own SS retirement benefit. So, you’d get the most in cu-
mulative lifetime benefits by waiting until your Fra to claim your
survivor benefit and—if it will be higher—waiting until you’re 70 to
claim your own SS retirement benefit. the choice is yours to make
but longevity is the key, so you should carefully assess your potential
life expectancy, including your family history, your current health,
and your lifestyle to help you decide. 

The 2.4 million member association of mature american citizens
[amac]www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting
and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the
Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

social security Matters

Dear EarthTalk: 
I hear that world population just topped eight
billion. Is this growth wreaking havoc on the
environment/climate and what is the prognosis
for population growth globally over next few
decades?

—Peter. w., albuquerque, Nm

global population has indeed reached eight
billion, but it won’t remain there for long. Lower
mortality rates and longer life expectancies have
contributed to elevated population numbers. al-
though richer countries have lowered their birth
rates in recent decades, poorer countries—specif-
ically those in sub-Saharan africa—continue to
have high birth rates. whether or not we will be
able to support a continually growing population
is still a hotly debated topic.

many analysts still subscribe to philosopher
thomas malthus’ hypothesis, first postulated in

a 1798 essay, that humans’ ability to provide
more and more resources will always be over-
whelmed by ever-increasing population growth
numbers. But others believe that growing popu-
lation numbers can be supported with proper and
effective resource allocation. regardless, a grow-
ing population coupled with climate change will
have an impact on resource availability and dis-
tribution.

Population projections are inherently tricky.
it’s impossible to account for every scenario that
could be a determinant over the course of a cen-
tury. the department of economic and Social
affairs of the United Nations Secretariat (UNPd)
projects that human population will pass 10 bil-
lion by 2100. however, a convergence of popu-
lation forecasts created by the wittgenstein cen-
tre projected a global population of 8.79 billion
by 2100 after an initial peak of 9.73 billion in
2064. this projection is vastly lower than

UNPd’s projections due to their different mod-
eling approaches.

the wittgenstein centre’s models arrived at
different population totals based on variables
such as fertility, mortality and migration pattern
changes. the models predicted a lower total fer-
tility rate (tFr) as access to education and con-
traception for childbearing people increased. a
low tFr will have long term impacts on the over-
all global population. a reduced global population
would reduce carbon dioxide output and lower
resource needs and stresses, but climate change
will continue to have consequences that will af-
fect resource availability for decades to come
even if we are successful at reining in emissions.

Social programs and systems will need to
adapt as populations age and access to contra-
ception and education increases. age gaps will
expand in countries with low tFrs. Labor forces
will decrease, social security and universal health-
care systems will become strained and economic
growth will be lowered as a result. these factors
create a daunting task to support a growing global
population, but it is possible.

global population numbers do put a large

strain on the environment, so it is important to
elect policymakers who support a sustainable fu-
ture with commitments to reduce fossil fuel emis-
sions and who uphold and encourage reproductive
education and healthcare for everyone, especially
childbearing people. whether our future will be
some sort of malthusian hell or a global garden
where most of us receive the nourishment and
resources needed to survive is still anybody’s
guess.

CoNtaCts: the global Population will
Soon reach 8 Billion—then what?,
un.org/en/un-chronicle/global-population-will-
soon-reach-8-billion-then-what; Fertility, mortal-
ity, migration, and population scenarios for 195
countries and territories from 2017 to 2100, the-
lancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PiiS0140-
6736(20)30677-2/fulltext#seccestitle10.

earthtalk® is produced by roddy Scheer &
doug moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit earthtalk.
See more at https://emagazine.com. to donate,
visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org

surging population Worries
environmentalists

Earth
TALK™
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top 10 Juvenile Fiction
“rowley Jefferson’s awesome Friendly

adventure” by Jeff Kinney
“Big Shot” by Jeff Kinney
“diary of a wimpy Kid: wrecking Ball”

by Jeff Kinney
“dork diaries: tales from a Not-so-Best

Friend Forever” by rachel renée russell
“diary of a wimpy Kid: the deep end”

by Jeff Kinney
“diary of an awesome Friendly Kid:

rowley Jefferson’s Journal” by Jeff Kinney
“diary of a wimpy Kid: the meltdown”

by Jeff Kinney
“diary of a wimpy Kid: the Last Straw”

by Jeff Kinney
“diary of a wimpy Kid: the third

wheel” by Jeff Kinney
“diary of a wimpy Kid: hard Luck” by

Jeff Kinney

top 10 Juvenile Nonfiction
“minecraft for Beginners: a Step-by-Step

guide” by Stephanie milton
“minecraft. guide to: creative” by

thomas mcBrien

“minecraft. guide to: ocean Survival” by
Stephanie milton

“minecraft. guide to: Farming” by alex
wiltshire

“minecraft. guide to combat” by craig
Jelley

“guinness Book of world records 2022”
“minecraft Blockopedia” by craig Jelley
“minecraft Let’s Build! theme Park ad-

venture” by Stephanie milton
“minecraft maps: an explorer’s guide to

minecraft” by mojang aB
“minecraft. guide to: PVP minigames”

by Stephanie milton

top 10 easy Fiction
“Should i Share my ice cream?” by mo

willems
“i Love my New toy!” by mo willems
“Pete the cat’s Family road trip” by

dean Kim
“there is a Bird on your head!” by mo

willems
“my New Friend is So Fun!” by mo

willems
“cece Loves Science: Push and Pull” by

Kimberly derting
“mirabel’s discovery” by Vicky weber

“Let’s go for a drive!” by mo willems
“Pete the Kitty goes to the doctor” by

Kim dean
“i will Surprise my Friend!” by mo

willems

top 10 Magazines on Libby
the economist
the New yorker
New Scientist
woman’s world
Prevention
Us weekly
cook’s illustrated
hgtV magazine
National geographic magazine
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance

Holiday Closures
the Library will be closed for the holi-

days on the following dates:
Saturday, december 31–monday, 

January 2
customers are encouraged to verify daily

operating status at pgcmls.info prior to trav-
eling to the Library over the holidays, in
case of inclement weather closures.

top reads from a3

voting early or voting by mail would be
good options.

“we utilized methods of contact like
calls, texts, door knocks, digital outreach
and mail to ensure voters knew how to vote
by mail or in person during early Vote and
election day,” said Smith. “For vote by
mail, when voters requested ballots, we put
a lot of effort into ensuring that they re-
turned their ballots.”

given how much effort democrats put
into pumping up the mail-in vote, trone
didn’t panic and didn’t concede on election
Night.

“we always knew this race was going
to be close,” trone, who was running in a
redrawn district that included more repub-
licans, told supporters in Frederick as the
early election Night count showed falling
behind Parrott by about six percentage
points. “the district is different, and it’s go-
ing to take a few days for the election offi-
cials to finish counting the tens of thousands
—and it is tens of thousands—of votes that
are still outstanding throughout the district.”

that being the case, trone, who was
bidding for his third term, added: “i’m con-
fident that we are headed back to con-
gress.”

his confidence was well-founded. trone
pulled into the lead as the mail-in vote was
counted, and three days after election day,
the associated Press declared him the win-
ner. trone finished about 10 percentage
points ahead of Parrott.

What republicans are saying now
while democratic officials made early

voting a priority among its voters, the same
cannot be said for republicans. republicans

did not use mail-in voting to their advan-
tage, said Parrott, the losing goP congres-
sional candidate.

“i think going forward, the republican
Party in maryland just needs to realize and
voters need to realize this is the law,” Parrott
said. “this is how elections are gonna be
conducted.”

Parrott’s thoughts on mail-in voting for
his party reflects those of the head of the
republican National committee.

“our voters need to vote early,” repub-
lican National committee chairwoman
ronna mcdaniel told Fox News in early
december. “there were many [people] in
2020 saying, ‘don’t vote by mail, don’t
vote early,’ and we have to stop that, and
understand that if democrats are getting
ballots in for a month, we can’t expect to
get it all done in one day.”

Upset with the close result in her race,
Kittleman tied her failed re-election bid to
the goP’s demonization of mail-in voting.

“there may have been a number of peo-
ple who would have liked to vote but could-
n't get out on election day, having been
dissuaded from using mail-in voting op-
portunities,” she said. “i think it was a very
bad move on our part.”

that bad move stemmed from what
trump said about mail-in balloting over
and over again for more than two years,
Kittleman said.

“President trump, along with other re-
publicans [that] are urging republicans not
to vote using mail-in ballots, which frankly
is really, really stupid,” Kittleman said.

Noting that mail-in voting now appears
to be a permanent and major part of every
election, she added: “if you don’t take ad-
vantage of it, you’re cutting off your nose
to spite your face.”

“This committee is nearing the end of its work.
But as a country, we remain in strange and un-
charted waters. We’ve never had a president of
the United States stir up a violent attempt to block
the transfer of power. I believe, nearly two years
later, this is still a time of reflection and reckoning.
If we are to survive as a nation of laws and democ-
racy, this can never happen again.”

—U.S. rep. Bennie thompson, chair,
house January 6 committee

it is difficult to overstate the profound gravity
of the decision by the house Select committee to
investigate the January 6 attack on the United
States capitol to recommend criminal charges
against former President donald trump, or the
grievous nature of his alleged crimes.

almost as astounding has been the meticulous,

conscientious work of the January 6 committee
under the resolute leadership of chair Bennie
thompson.

in an environment where the instruments of
government increasingly are exploited for political
advantage, rep. thompson oversaw a clear-eyed,
non-partisan, and fearless examination of the facts
surrounding one of the darkest days in U.S. his-
tory.

the committee’s referral marks the first time
in the nation’s history that federal law-enforcement
officials have faced the prospect of criminally
prosecuting a former president and a declared can-
didate to claim the office for a second time.

a federal grand jury in February 1974 was pre-
pared to indict sitting President richard Nixon on
four criminal counts for his role in the watergate
scandal. But a 1973 opinion by the Justice de-

partment’s office of Legal counsel in 1973 con-
cluded against indicting a sitting President. this
conclusion, reaffirmed in 2000, guided special
counsel robert mueller’s decision not to charge
trump with obstruction of justice related to the
investigation of russian interference in the 2016
U.S. presidential election.

it also arguably bolstered trump’s exaggerated
sense of impunity which led directly to the events
of January 6.  the mob that attempted to carry out
trump’s coup displayed the same sense of im-
punity, making no effort to hide their crimes,
even posting the evidence on social media. the
Big Lie of voter fraud, they believed, justified
their violence.

rep. thompson, born and raised in Jim crow
mississippi, has seen the power of a lie employed
to justify violence, and it has fueled his determi-
nation to seek full accountability for those respon-
sible.

“i’m from a part of the country where people
justify the actions of slavery, Ku Klux Klan, and
lynching. i’m reminded of that dark history as i
hear voices today try and justify the actions of the
insurrectionists of January 6, 2021,” he said as he
opened the committee’s first public hearing on
June 9.

chairing the committee was an extension of
his lifelong mission to protect voting rights and
racial justice.

“we are supposed to be a democracy,” he told
the New york times. “and when we see people
carrying confederate battle flags in the group,
that’s the symbol of slavery and absolute resistance
to the rule of law. So for me, it was bringing back
a part of our history that none of us should be
proud of.”

rep. thompson has a very personal connection

to that history.  textbooks used in the segregated
schools where he was educated—books that only
reached Black students after they were discarded
by white schools, “showed Black people as slaves,
butlers or choppers in the field,” he said. “you
didn't see a Black senator or a Black representative
or a Black lieutenant governor. you only saw Black
people in menial kinds of responsibilities.”

in his early teen years, he attended mass meet-
ings in Jackson where he met medgar evers. he
and a few friends were arrested for protesting but
released because they were underage.

as a student at tougaloo college, he worked
as a member of the Student Nonviolent coordi-
nating committee to register Black voters and vol-
unteered on the congressional campaign of Fannie
Lou hamer.

he launched his career in public service imme-
diately after graduating, elected as an alderman in
his hometown of Bolton, mississippi, in 1969 and
as mayor in 1973.  Following his two terms as
mayor, he served on the hinds county Board of Su-
pervisors until his election to congress in 1993.

in his 30 years in congress, he has compiled
an impressive list of achievements including cre-
ation of the National center for minority health
and health care disparities, disaster relief reforms
in the wake of hurricane Katrina, and the most
comprehensive homeland security package since
September 11, 2001.

But he considers the work of the January
6 committee his most important.

“i want it to benefit this country and the
world,” he told the New york times. “Because
we still, in my humble opinion, are still the greatest
country in the world. we just had a hiccup on Jan.
6. and we have to fix it.” 

—December 22, 2022
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Fifty-five years ago, on december
24, 1967, dr. martin Luther King, Jr.
delivered the message at ebenezer
Baptist church in atlanta on what
would be his last christmas eve, titled
“a christmas Sermon on Peace.”
once again, i share some of that pow-
erful lesson. in a season when many
people sing carols praying for peace
on earth, dr. King shared a sharp
warning for our nation and world:
“Now let me suggest first that if we
are to have peace on earth, our loyal-
ties must become ecumenical rather
than sectional. our loyalties must
transcend our race, our tribe, our
class, and our nation; and this means
we must develop a world perspective.
No individual can live alone; no na-
tion can live alone, and as long as we
try, the more we are going to have
war in this world . . . we must either
learn to live together as brothers or
we are all going to perish together as
fools.”

his words remain prescient. are
we any closer to heeding them? at
the end of the sermon, dr. King spoke
about the day four years earlier when

he had told the nation at the march
on washington that he had a dream
for america’s future. he said in the
turbulent years that had followed it
already felt like he was watching that
dream turning into a nightmare. But
dr. King said he was not willing to
give up:

“yes, i am personally the victim
of deferred dreams, of blasted hopes,
but in spite of that, i close today by
saying that i still have a dream . . . i
have a dream that one day men will
rise up and come to see that they are
made to live together as brothers. i
still have a dream this morning that
one day every Negro in this country,
every colored person in the world,
will be judged on the basis of the con-
tent of his character rather than the
color of his skin, and every man will
respect the dignity and worth of hu-
man personality. i still have a dream
that one day the idle industries of ap-
palachia will be revitalized, and the
empty stomachs of mississippi will
be filled, and brotherhood will be
more than a few words at the end of
a prayer, but rather the first order of

business on every legislative agenda.”
he went on: “i still have a dream

today that one day justice will roll
down like water, and righteousness
like a mighty stream. i still have a
dream today that in all of our state
houses and city halls men will be
elected to go there who will do justly
and love mercy and walk humbly
with their god . . . with this faith we
will be able to speed up the day when
there will be peace on earth and good
will toward men. it will be a glorious
day, the morning stars will sing to-
gether, and the sons of god will shout
for joy.”

decades later, dr. King’s dream
remains deferred, but every genera-
tion has a new chance to bend the arc
of the moral universe closer towards
justice, equality, good will towards
all, and peace. Fifty-five years after
dr. King gave that christmas eve ser-
mon, it is still up to us to make that
dream and that day when the sons and
daughters of god shout for joy real
for all children and their families in
america.

—December 23, 2022

Marian Wright edelman
Founder and President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

a Christmas eve Lesson

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

to Be equal:

Bennie thompson’s Historic Leadership
of Jan. 6th Committee Is an extension of
a Lifelong Mission to safeguard 
Voting rights and racial Justice
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BaptIst

BaptIst

UNIted MetHodIst

WestpHaLIa
United Methodist Church

“a CHUrCH oN tHe reaCH For God”

9363 d’arcy road
Upper marlboro, md 

two Worship services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

sunday school: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

rev. dr. timothy West,
pastor

aLL are WeLCoMe

Web site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

word oF god
commUNity

chUrch
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston road Bladensburg, md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory prayer:sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church school: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible study - 7:45 p.m.

elder Willie W. duvall, pastor

First Baptist Church of
College park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is Lord and King

Stephen L. wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland road
college Park, md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

CoMMUNItY CHUrCH

UNIted MetHodIst

FIrst BaptIst CHUrCH
oF HIGHLaNd parK

BaptIst

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
Prince george’s Post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our directory.

%
call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘a Bible Based, Christ Centered
& spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff road Landover, md
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘woNderFUL wedNeSdayS
with JeSUS’: 

12 noon (the Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“a time of prayer, praise,
Worship, & the Word”

dr. Henry p. davis III, pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.m.
worship Service - 11:00 a.m.
wed. Prayer Service & Bible

Study - 7:00 P.m.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  FhBc@verizon.net
Pastor:  rev. waymond B. duke

s. G. spottswood
a.M.e. Zion Church

419 hill road, Landover, md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
morning worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old marlboro Pike,
Upper marlboro, md

Church (301) 627-7389

sunday school: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

reverend twanda e. prioleau, 
pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Let the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. caLL to-
day at 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 and
start seeing results Now!

Let the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the district of columbia,
Pg, montgomery, howard and
anne arundel counties. call today
at 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results Now.

Place a business card-sized ad in
the regional Small display adver-
tising Network! reach 1,000,000
readers with just one call, one
placement, and one bill in over 63
newspapers in maryland today!
get the reach and reSULtS for
just pennies on the dollar! call 855-
721-mddc, ext. 4 or email kber-
rier@mddcpress.com.

increase the digital presence of your
business! contact mddc ad Serv-
ices to receive a Free digital Foot-
print consultation for your business
from a toP PerFormiNg adver-
tising agency! call 855-721-mddc,
ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

diSh Network. $64.99 for 190
channels! Blazing Fast internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a Free $100 Visa
gift card. Free Voice remote.
Free hd dVr. Free Streaming
on aLL devices. call today! 1-855-
407-6870

Prepare for power outages today
with a geNerac home standby

BUsINess opportUNItIes

BUsINess serVICes

For saLe

generator. $0 money down + Low
monthly Payment options. request
a Free Quote. call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

deNtaL iNSUraNce from
Physicians mutual insurance com-
pany. coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. real dental insurance - Not
just a discount plan. do not wait!
call now! get your Free dental
information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 3 7 - 5 2 2 8
www.dental50plus.com/mddc
#6258

moViNg aNd Storage: driV-
erS, heLPerS, PacKerS. No
Police record. drivers experienced
driving large Vans. in good health,
able to do heavy lifting. Non-drug
or alcohol use. Part-time 
Secretary. 301-868-0320 

BeaUtiFUL Bath UPdateS in
as little as oNe day! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFFordaBLe PriceS!  Lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
call Now! 877-738-0991.

wanted to Lease +/- 25 acres for
solar farm, $75,000+ /yr. call to
qualify (443) 926-9069.

wanted to Lease +/- 25 acres for so-
lar farm, $75,000+ /yr. call to qual-
ify (443) 926-9069.

HeaLtH / MedICaL sUppLIes

HeLp WaNted

HoMe IMproVeMeNt
serVICes

reaL estate WaNted

For saLe

CLASSIFIEDS doNate yoUr car/trUcK/rV
- Lutheran mission Society of md
compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. tax deductible. mVa li-
censed #w1044. 410-228-8437
www.compassionPlace.org

toP ca$h Paid For oLd gUi-
tarS! 1920-1980 gibson, martin,
Fender, gretsch, epiphone, guild,
mosrite, rickenbacker, Prairie
State, d'angelico, Stromberg. and
gibson mandolins / Banjos. 888-
491-4534

PayiNg toP ca$h For meN'S
SPort watcheS! rolex, Bre-
itling, omega, Patek Philippe,
heuer, daytona, gmt, Submariner
and Speedmaster. call 844-506-
3622.

WaNted to BUY or trade

VeHICLes WaNted

Let the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call today
at 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results Now.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! coNNect with
the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services. expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk advertis-
ing Network - caLL today! with
one call, one placement, one bill,
you'll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire mid-atlantic region.
call 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

serVICes—MIsCeLLaNeoUs

adVertIse Here
Call 301-627-0900 today!

LeGaLs

a 2020 gonzales poll by economic action maryland showed that
34% of marylanders would not be able to pay an unexpected $500
medical bill.

medical debt also disproportionately affects Black people. in mary-
land, 24% of Black residents said they delayed seeking medical care
because of costs compared to 12% of white people.

“Unlike a lot of other debts, no one chooses to get sick,” said
marceline white, director of economic action maryland, an organi-
zation that has helped pass legislation targeting unfair medical debt
practices.

“you can't cost-comparison shop when you're in an ambulance on
the way to a hospital,” she said. “So many families simply don't have
the resources to absorb that kind of unexpected financial blow, which
can be catastrophic.”

white said the new bill by Van hollen and murphy is a positive
step for the country and targets the “most egregious” medical debt
practices.

She stressed the importance of reform with the backdrop of the on-
going coVid-19 pandemic and said there has been broad support in
maryland for this type of legislation.

“i think we are going to see continued strains on our health care
system, and on many families who are having chronic illnesses sort of
post-pandemic post-coVid,” white said. “i think this should be some-
thing that most americans and most members of congress can agree
upon. at least i would certainly hope so.”

riP medical debt is a charity established to reduce the burden of
medical debt on low-income families using donations, paying off over
$7 billion of debt since 2014 for over 4 million people. ceo and pres-
ident of riP medical debt, allison Sesso, is enthusiastic about federal
attention to the topic.

“we must do more to protect patients from medical debt and ensure
people get the health care they need without fear of incurring debt,”
Sesso said in a statement to capital News Service. “(the bill) takes
positive steps toward addressing the data challenges we face in under-
standing the prevalence of medical debt so we can better target policy
solutions and more closely monitor the use of extraordinary collection
actions.”
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the orphanS’ court for
prince george’S county,

maryland

P.o. Box 1729
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20773

in the estate of:  
takiyah Jamila SpriggS

estate no.: 125929

notice of 
Judicial probate

To all Persons Interested in the
above estate:

You are hereby notified that a pe-
tition has been filed by Thomas J.
Kokolis for judicial probate for the
appointment of a personal represen-
tative.  

A hearing will be held at 14735
Main Street, Room D4010, Upper
Marlboro, MD on march 7, 2023 at
10:30 a.m.

This hearing may be transferred or
postponed to a subsequent time.
Further information may be ob-
tained by reviewing the estate file in
the office of the Register of Wills.

ReGISTeR oF WIllS FoR
PRINCe GeoRGe’S CoUNTY
CeReTA A. lee
P.o. Box 1729
UPPeR MARlBoRo, MD 20773-1729
PhoNe: (301) 952-3250

143623                                (12-29,1-5)

the orphanS’ court for
prince george’S county,

maryland

P.o. Box 1729
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20773

in the estate of:  
ada p. harriS

estate no.: 125944

notice of 
Judicial probate

To all Persons Interested in the
above estate:

You are hereby notified that a pe-
tition has been filed by Thomas J.
Kokolis for judicial probate for the
appointment of a personal represen-
tative.  

A hearing will be held at 14735
Main Street, Room D4010, Upper
Marlboro, MD on march 7, 2023 at
10:30 a.m.

This hearing may be transferred or
postponed to a subsequent time.
Further information may be ob-
tained by reviewing the estate file in
the office of the Register of Wills.

ReGISTeR oF WIllS FoR
PRINCe GeoRGe’S CoUNTY
CeReTA A. lee
P.o. Box 1729
UPPeR MARlBoRo, MD 20773-1729
PhoNe: (301) 952-3250

143624                                (12-29,1-5)

the orphanS’ court for
prince george’S county,

maryland

P.o. Box 1729
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20773

in the estate of:  
ruSSell herbert powell,

Jr.

estate no.: 125987

notice of 
Judicial probate

To all Persons Interested in the
above estate:

You are hereby notified that a pe-
tition has been filed by Thomas J.
Kokolis for judicial probate for the
appointment of a personal represen-
tative.  

A hearing will be held at 14735
Main Street, Room D4010, Upper
Marlboro, MD on march 7, 2023 at
10:30 a.m.

This hearing may be transferred or
postponed to a subsequent time.
Further information may be ob-
tained by reviewing the estate file in
the office of the Register of Wills.

ReGISTeR oF WIllS FoR
PRINCe GeoRGe’S CoUNTY
CeReTA A. lee
P.o. Box 1729
UPPeR MARlBoRo, MD 20773-1729
PhoNe: (301) 952-3250

143625                                (12-29,1-5)

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE!

The
Prince

George’s Post
CALL

Brenda Boice
301 627 0900

(


