
The team behind Nasa’s James webb
space Telescope has been selected to receive
the 2023 robert h. goddard Memorial Tro-
phy, the premier award from the National
space club and Foundation. This annual
award honors an individual, group, or pro-
gram deemed by the club to have made the
most significant contribution to space activity
in the previous year.

The award will be presented at the club’s
yearly Dr. robert h. goddard Memorial Din-
ner in washington on March 10, 2023.

in 2022, the webb team successfully com-
pleted an intricate series of deployments to
unfold the observatory into its final configu-
ration in space. They then precisely aligned
its mirrors to within nanometers, set up and
tested its powerful instruments, and officially
began webb’s mission to explore the infrared
universe.

with its optics performing nearly twice

as well as the mission required, webb has al-
ready spotted some of the earliest galaxies
ever observed, peered through dusty clouds
to see stars forming, and provided a more
detailed look at the atmospheres of planets
outside our solar system than ever before.
The goddard Trophy will recognize the con-
tributions of the team that designed, devel-
oped, and now operate webb, including in-
dividuals from Nasa’s goddard space Flight
center, greenbelt, Maryland; Northrop
grumman, redondo Beach, california; the
space Telescope science institute, Baltimore;
and Ball aerospace, Boulder, colorado. The
mission was also made possible by many in-
ternational contributions from partnerships
with Esa (European space agency) and csa
(canadian space agency).

“our team designed the James webb
space Telescope to see the first lights that il-
luminated our universe,” said Mike Menzel,
Nasa Mission systems Engineer for the
webb at the goddard space Flight center in
greenbelt, Maryland.  “This required the

largest ‘first of its kind’ telescope ever put
into space along with 50 of the most complex
deployments ever attempted to essentially re-
build it on-orbit.  after all these many years
and many engineering challenges our team
was struck with awe and wonder at the first
images, and the satisfaction of knowing that
whatever is out there we will see it.”

recent winners of the goddard Memorial
Trophy include the teams behind Nasa’s in-
genuity Mars helicopter, New horizons, and
Kepler mission.

webb, an international mission led by
Nasa with its partners Esa (European
space agency) and csa (canadian space
agency), is the world’s premier space science
observatory. its design pushed the boundaries
of space telescope capabilities to solve mys-
teries in our solar system, look beyond to dis-
tant worlds around other stars, and probe the
mysterious structures and origins of our uni-
verse and our place in it.

UPPEr MarlBoro, Md.
(Jan. 12, 2023)—Mayor sarah
Franklin and the Board of com-
missioners for the Town of Up-
per Marlboro announced new
business visitor-friendly parking
rates for on-street parking in
downtown Upper Marlboro.
These new rates were approved
at the Nov. 22, 2022, regular
Town Meeting and became ef-
fective Monday, Jan. 9, 2023.

These new rates will reduce
the hourly rate to park at on-
street meters from $2.50 an hour
to just $1.00 per hour outside of
courthouse operating hours. af-
ter 10 p.m. Monday–saturday
and all-day sundays, street park-
ing is free.

These new rates will affect
meters on Main street, Pratt
street, water street, Elm street,
and Judges Drive. The Town
hopes that reducing these park-
ing rates will help drive visitors
to support our local small busi-
nesses.

“one of my goals when i ran
for commissioner was to im-
prove the business climate in the
downtown business district to

enable our businesses to thrive
here, and to attract new busi-
nesses to our town,” Mayor
Franklin said in announcing the
new parking rates.

“This new parking rate
structure will allow us to create
a more business-friendly envi-
ronment and not hurt our ex-
isting businesses, and to sustain
revenues that will enable us to
continue to have a balanced op-
erating budget,” the mayor
added.

The Town has also partnered
with ParkMobile, a virtual park-
ing application for day-to-day
needs, where visitors can
quickly pay for on-street parking
and get alerts when their parking
session is about to expire so they
can easily extend time right from
their phone.

These new rates were devel-
oped from discussions with busi-
ness owners and residents, and
through a comparative analysis
of neighboring jurisdiction’s
rates.

Please feel free to reach out
to the Upper Marlboro Town
hall at 
info@UpperMarlboroMD.gov
or call 301-627-6905 with any
questions.

BowiE, Md. (Jan. 12, 2023)—
students at Bowie state Univer-
sity now have the opportunity to
participate in a new program de-
signed to increase the number
and diversity of individuals en-
tering the government cyberse-
curity workforce by offering two-
year scholarships for those
majoring in cybersecurity under
a $2.1 million grant from the Na-
tional science Foundation (NsF).

NsF’s scholarships for serv-
ice (sFs) program is providing
more than $29 million in new
funding this year to nine uni-
versities to support developing
students for cybersecurity posi-
tions with the Department of
homeland security, FBi and
other federal agencies.  Bowie
state is the only hBcU that re-
ceived a grant this year to par-
ticipate in the program

The Bulldog cyber scholar-
ship for service (sFs) Program

at Bowie state will recruit, ed-
ucate, mentor and train three
BsU computer science majors
and two transfers from commu-
nity colleges each year over five
years. in addition, the under-
graduate students will be en-
gaged in research while enhanc-
ing their technical skills in
critical information infrastruc-
ture protection.

specifically, program objec-
tives include recruiting 20
highly talented students to the
program and working closely
with the National science Foun-
dation (NsF) and U.s. office
of Personnel Management
(oPM) to guarantee students are
placed in government cyberse-
curity positions, with at least 70
percent of the scholarship
awardees securing job place-
ments in the executive branch
of the Federal government.

“This is a phenomenal pro-
gram that will provide BsU stu-
dents with scholarships and a
stipend while they’re enrolled in

the program to learn cybersecu-
rity,” said Dr. rosemary shumba,
chair of the computer science de-
partment a Bowie state.  “what’s
really great about this program
is that community college stu-
dents beginning their junior year
at BsU can also apply for the
scholarship.”

Each year scholarship recip-
ients will have all in-state and
out-of-state tuition fees covered,
receive a $25,000 stipend and
$6,000 to attend conferences
and other professional develop-
ment activities. During the
scholarship period, students
must participate in summer in-
ternships, conferences, work-
shops, and seminars aimed at
developing a community of
practice that will enhance stu-
dents’ individual and collective
skills. Each scholarship recipi-
ent under the program enters
into an agreement that requires
the student to work for a period
equal to the duration of the
scholarship after graduating

from Bowie state.
“students in the sFs pro-

gram will be required to earn a
security + certification through
the state-sponsored cyber war-
rior Diversity compTia secu-
rity certification program,
which will prepare the scholars
for executive placement,” said
Dr. shumba. “our bottom line
is preparing students for long-
term career success and produc-
ing professionals who can con-
tribute to the defense of our
nation.”

To be eligible for considera-
tion for an sFs scholarship, an
undergraduate student must be
a citizen or lawful permanent
resident of the United states;
demonstrate a commitment to a
career in cybersecurity; have a
demonstrated high level of com-
petency in relevant knowledge,
skills, and abilities; and be a
full-time student in a program
that is focused on cybersecurity.
students must have junior
standing in a bachelor’s degree.
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largo, Md. (Jan. 10, 2023)—as part of its commitment to advancing
the health and wellness of Prince georgians, the Prince george’s
county Memorial library system (PgcMls) launched a new fitness
event series called get active: ride and read at the accokeek Branch
library on Thursday, January 12 at 3 p.m. attendees can get some
physical activity while enjoying books, music, and streaming media.
adults and teens (with parent/guardian permission) may sign up for
an hour ride on one of the library’s new stationary bikes coupled with
tablets featuring access to free PgcMls apps like libby (eBooks,
eaudiobooks, and magazines), Kanopy (streaming movies, tv series,
and documentaries), and Freegal (streaming music). 

get active: ride and read is a pilot program made possible by the
PgcMls Foundation, which generously supported the purchase of
six stationary bikes and tablets. The weekly program will take place
on Thursday afternoons from 3 to 4 p.m. at the Accokeek Branch
Library (15773 livingston road, accokeek, Maryland, 20607). The
series is currently offered through February 23. Free, registration
required.

“The library and PgcMls Foundation are pleased to provide a
new opportunity for customers to enjoy some reading and streaming
content while getting in some movement and light physical activity,”
said John Pfeifer, Donor Engagement and grants officer. “as com-
munity gathering spaces, PgcMls’ branch libraries are a great resource
for bringing people together through a shared love of reading and
common interests.”

Participants are required to sign a liability waiver on-site prior to
participating. Parents/guardians must be present to provide permission
for minors to ride the stationary bikes.

The Prince george’s county Memorial library system (PgcMls)
helps customers discover and define opportunities that shape their lives.
The Library serves the 967,000+ residents of Prince George’s County,
Maryland through 19 branch libraries, a 24/7 online library, the County
Correctional Center Library, and pop-up services throughout the com-
munity.  Learn more at pgcmls.info/about-us.
The Prince george’s county Memorial library system (PgcMls)
Foundation provides critical philanthropic support to the Prince
George’s County Memorial Library System. It strengthens the Library’s
capacity to innovate, adapt to change, and ensure our libraries remain
a vital resource for all in Prince George’s County now and in the fu-
ture. Our libraries are more than a place to find books; they are
spaces–both physical and online—to empower individuals, strengthen
families, and make our county a better place.

By Nicholas BrowN
Prince George’s County Memorial Library System

Library Hosts Ride and
Read Series in Accokeek



Seeking Sharp Shooters
The camp springs Elks lodge will be conducting a local free-

throw shooting competition on January 22 at 9 a.m. for youth 8 –13
in the community at oxon hill high school, 6701 leyte Dr, oxon
hill, MD 20745 in support of the Elks National hoop shoot compe-
tition. This is the 51st anniversary of the competition with winners
advancing through several rounds. National finalists earn the right to
take their immediate families to the National Finals in chicago in
april. i am pleased to share our lodge sent an 8-year-old girl, sage
oliver, to the National Finals in 2019. https://youtube/1gew_Uhsq9y.

There are three divisions each for children ranging in ages from
8–13 as of april 1, 2023. The competition consists of twenty-five
free throws to determine winners and ties broken by an additional
five shots. while many think this is a competition of athleticism, this
is more an opportunity to develop a skill and a show of concentration
as well as determination.

Numerous national winners have gone on to greater success, in-
cluding former NBa great chris Mullins and wNBa great seimone
augustus. Please also view our national website for further insight
www.elks.org/hoopshoot.

Please contact Dewayne wilcher the local hoop shoot chairman
at 240-882-8785. additional concerns can also be directed to the
camp springs Elks lodge at 301-449-3449.

—DeWayne Wilcher, Camp Springs Elks Lodge

PGCPS Students Awarded 
Posse Scholarships        
UPPEr MarlBoro, Md. (Jan. 11, 2023)—Twelve Prince george’s
county Public schools (PgcPs) high school seniors have been named
2022 Posse scholars and will receive four-year, full-tuition college
scholarships from The Posse Foundation’s partnering schools.

“i am so proud of this year’s scholarship class who represent the
spectrum of excellence across PgcPs community, specialty, charter
and international high schools,” said Dr. Monica goldson, chief Ex-
ecutive officer. “we wish them continued success as they begin the
next chapter of their academic careers and embark on this tremendous
opportunity.”

students participating in the Posse program have a 90 percent col-
lege graduation rate, and have proven to make a difference on campus
and in their professions. since 2013, more than 60 PgcPs students
have received Posse scholarships.

This year’s recipients include:
Marco Assam, Eleanor roosevelt high school - University of

wisconsin-Madison
Jessica Garcia Bocaletti, international high school at langley

Park - lewis & clark college
Alriana Buller-Jarrett, charles h. Flowers high school - Uni-

versity of wisconsin-Madison
Hillary De La Cruz, charles h. Flowers high school - Bucknell

University
Addyson Powell, chesapeake Math & iT academy - Bucknell

University
Jaheim Johnson, suitland high school - lafayette college
Mia Mezger, Friendly high school - Bucknell University
Ruth Olawumi, Eleanor roosevelt high school - University of

wisconsin-Madison
Trinity Reddick, chesapeake Math & iT academy sewanee: The

University of the south
Felix Rivera, international high school at langley Park - lewis

& clark college
Dianara Sagazstizado, Eleanor roosevelt high school - lewis

& clark college
Tyler Salm, chesapeake Math & iT academy - lafayette college
For more information, visit www.posse foundation.org.

—Prince George’s County Public Schools

Clarke University Fall Dean’s List
DUBUQUE, iowa (Jan. 12, 2023)—clarke University is proud to an-
nounce that 191 students earned a spot on the Dean’s list for the Fall
2022 semester. The list recognizes full-time clarke students who have
earned a 3.65 grade-point average or above, on a 4.0 scale, with a
minimum of 12 graded hours. Please join us in congratulating these
students on their hard work!

Bowie, MD: Mannix H. Amos
—Gayle Langel, Clarke University

Local Residents Named to Dean’s List at
Gonzaga University
sPoKaNE, wash. (Jan. 12, 2023)—The following local residents
have earned placement on the gonzaga University Dean’s list for
fall semester 2022. students must earn a 3.5 to 3.84 grade-point aver-
age to be listed.

gonzaga University is a humanistic, private catholic University
providing a Jesuit education to more than 7,500 students. situated
along the spokane river near downtown spokane, washington, gon-
zaga is routinely recognized among the west’s best comprehensive
regional universities. gonzaga offers over 75 fields of study, 24 mas-
ter’s degrees, four doctoral degrees in one college and six schools.

glenn Dale, MD: Carissa Victoria Halili
—Bonnie Harper, Gonzaga University

MidAmerica Nazarene University Announces
Fall 2022 Honor Roll
olaThE, Kan. (Jan.11, 2023)—Midamerica Nazarene University
recently announced its President’s, Dean’s list and honor roll for
the fall 2022 semester. a total of 423 students qualified for one of the
honors.

all students in traditional programs carrying 12 semester hours or
more with a term gPa from 3.2 to 4.0 may qualify for one of these
academic honors. Neutral credit hours are excluded from the calcula-
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BEATING DIABETES
Beating Diabetes:  ancient grain veggie Bowl & green Ma-

chine Protein shake cooking Demonstration will be held Thurs-
day, March 2, 2023, at harmony hall regional center.  all ages
welcome. address is 10701 livingston road, Fort washington,
Maryland 20744. Email for more information! 
wellness@pgparks.com.  

are you diabetic and looking for new recipes or just looking
for more healthy recipes?  During this session, you will learn
about what types of foods help you prevent and manage diabetes.
These recipes will include whole grains, veggies, lean protein,
and much more.  registration required. a sign-language interpreter
is available with a 2-week advance notice.  cost is free. link:
register Through ParKs DirEcT! 

AISHA BRAVEBOY
Prince george’s county state’s attorney aisha Braveboy was

formally sworn in as the county’s top law enforcement officer
for a second term in the sheilar r. Tillerson adams ceremonial
courtroom at the courthouse in Upper Marlboro, Maryland on
Thursday, January 5, 2023. Both community members and public
officials came to the courthouse to witness her take the oath of
office.

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
The rolling countryside of southern Maryland is known for

its former tobacco plantations where a large enslaved population
labored to support the lavish lifestyles of their owners.  yet some
were able to escape oppression. a few fled slavery to join the
United states colored troops during the civil war. The southern
Maryland peninsulas are surrounded by water, and access to the
chesapeake and its rivers enhanced opportunities for escape.  But
the risk of capture was great, and some fugitives were caught.
Tour former plantations and historic sites that tell these stories.
Experience southern Maryland’s Network to Freedom.

BADEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Baden community center is located at 13601 Baden-west-

wood road, Brandywine, Maryland 20613. Telephone number
is 301-888-1500. Maryland relay 7-1-1 for customers who are
deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability. Programs offered
at Baden are licensed before and after school Kids care Programs,
line Dancing, TKa Karate, Xtreme Teens Programs, yoga Pro-
grams, Zumba Programs and summer programs.

Baden center features are Baseball/softball Diamond, Bas-
ketball court, gym, horseshoe Pits, Picnic areas, Picnic shelters,
Picnic tables, playground, soccer, soccer field, fitness room and
healthy vending.

annual special events are Baby Bunnies spring Fling, Break-
fast with santa, celebrate Baden Day, Trunk or Treat.  contact
us at badencc@pgparks.com.  hours are Monday to Thursday
2–9 p.m., Friday 2–7 p.m., 7–10:00 p.m. (Teens), saturday 9
a.m.–2 p.m., sunday closed.  

SOUTHERN MARYLAND HOSPITALITY
if you are open for inviting bayside communities and water-

front recreation opportunities, then southern Maryland is the pre-
mier resort locale you’re looking for.  combine history, culinary
delights, and welcoming Marylanders just waiting to show you
their towns, and you get unforgettable, undeniable and unbeliev-
able southern Maryland.  

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
happy Birthday to ronald Banks, layhea lee, Eliza cobb,

sharon robinson, stephone contee, Fannie savoy, arthur c.
Duckett, Jr., carla slater, andrea holland, Phyllis slater, Jessica
Farmer, Dominic strickland, atherine Jackson, antony B. Taylor,
Melvin Jackson, rosie wilkerson, lashae lee, and  alice wright
who are celebrating birthdays in January.

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 50TH
ANNIVERSARY KICK OFF

christ United Methodist church is a humble structure marked
by a serene white exterior and bright red welcoming doors. ad-
jacent to the church is a lovely, storied bell. while small in size,
the church is plentiful in history, and will be joyously celebrating
its 50th anniversary this year.

The theme of the July anniversary is “growing stronger, grow-
ing deeper, reaching higher”.  (isaiah 40:31) The countdown
starts in January, and over the next several months there will be
various events honoring the rich history of the church, personal
stories and poignant memories from members will be shared.
we encourage your participation as the church looks back on all
that has transpired and gives praise for all that is to come.  if you
have a favorite moment, picture, or story you would like to share
please email Joyce lee at rejoyce2day@yahoo.com.  More details
to come. information received from Joyce lee, The Messenger-
January 2023.

KINGDOM KIDS
Beginning February 12, 2023 Nottingham Myers United

Methodist Kingdom Kids children’s church will be every 2nd,
3rd, 4th sunday. Kids are not too young for us to set an example.
Kids must not be underestimated. set the bar high for them. 1
Timothy 4-12. rev. shemaiah strickland, Nottingham Myers,
15601 Brooks church road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20777,
301-888-2171.  Nottinghammyers@outlook.com. 

ANNUAL PRE-SUPER BOWL SPAGHETTI SUNDAY
our annual pre-super bowl spaghetti sunday, February 5, 2023

will be immediately (10:45 a.m.) following our worship service.
Dinner cost will be $5.00 for adults, $2.00 for children (5–10
years old).  Dinners will include spaghetti, French Bread, and
water. 

Pre-orders with prepayments only. Points of contact are shirley
ann, or Doretha ann, or vivian.  call to pre-order at 301-888-
1536. checks to:  st. Philips church. cash app:  $stphilipsbaden.
Benefit st. Philip’s church Baden Parish. 

Larry Bivens, Crossland ’66, enjoyed
Hand Dancing with Donna

larry alan Bivens, 74, who grew up
on Morgan road in Morningside, son of
charles and Katheryn Bivens, died Jan-
uary 7 in stafford, va.   

after graduating from crossland high
in 1966, he joined the army, and served
in vietnam 1968–69.  he was awarded
two Bronze stars with valor for Brav-
ery. 

in 1971, he began his career as a Fire-
fighter with the Fort Belvoir Fire Depart-
ment, retiring in 2000 as assistant chief.
he was also a life Member of the Fal-
mouth Fire Department. 

on april 4, 1972, larry married his
Morgan road girlfriend, Donna
Bookhultz, at Bradburn Memorial
Methodist church in District heights.
They celebrated their 50th anniversary
last year.  in retirement, he and Donna
enjoyed dancing with the Battlefield Boo-
gie club and the D.c. hand Dance club. 

survivors include his wife Donna;
children, shannon hudson (Eric) and
Tracy Moran (Jimmy); grandchildren
austin and Kiptyn; great-granddaughter
addilyn; and his brother ronald Bivens.
he was predeceased by his oldest brother,
Billy Bivens, and his youngest grandson
Kellan.  services were in Fredericksburg
with burial at sunset Memorial gardens.

Thank you to his first cousin, linda
sandoval, for calling with news about
larry.

Town of Morningside: Movie Night
Morningside’s Movie Night will be

saturday, Feb. 11, at 6 p.m.  and it’s free!
“Matilda the Musical” is the featured
film.  (it was released in 2022, and sub-
stitution is possible.)  The movie will be
shown at 6901 ames street, in Morning-
side.  concessions (popcorn, candy, hot-
dogs, nachos, drinks and more) will be
sold.  cash only.

seating is limited and on first-come,
first-serve basis.  reservations are re-
quired by Feb. 2.  To reserve or for more
information, call 301-736-2301 or email
Morningsiderec@morningsidemd.gov.

Morningside’s monthly Town Meeting
will be Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. at the
Municipal Building.  For information,
call 301-736-2300.

Neighbors & other good people
Kathy Elborne, who moved recently

to odenton from their longtime home at
6716 Boxwood Drive in Morningside,
just emailed word that the house next-
door at 6714 Boxwood Drive had a seri-
ous fire.  she added that the residents
were fine, arriving home to see smoke.
it’s good that Kathy can move from
Morningside but still send reports.  

Darius lassiter, of Brandywine, has
made the Dean’s list at the University
of wisconsin-Madison, college of agri-
cultural & life sciences. 

Low-cost shots for your dog or cat,
Feb. 5

The Prince george’s county society
for the Prevention of cruelty to animals
(PgsPca) is holding walk-in, low-cost
vaccination clinics for cats and dogs, on
sunday, Feb. 5, from 1 p.m.–3 p.m. at
8210 D’arcy road in Forestville.  No
appointment necessary.  The gates open
at 1 p.m., and anyone in line by 3 p.m.
will be served.  all dogs MUsT be
leashed or in a carrier.  all cats MUsT
be in a carrier. 

charges: rabies vaccination: $15;
Distemper vaccination: $15; Microchip-
ping: $30.  cash or credit card only; no
checks.  without documentation of a prior
rabies vaccine, your pet’s rabies vaccine
will expire in one year.  info:
www.pgspca.org/clinic/shots.

Col. Suit’s Castle is on the market
The Berkeley castle, in Berkeley

springs, is up for auction; it was built as
a private residence in 1885 by samuel
Taylor suit, of suitland.  it has more than
20 rooms, including a 45" x 26" stone
great room with two fireplaces and 16'
ceilings, 8 bedrooms, 6 full baths, 3 half-
baths, wine cellar, commercial grade
kitchen, conference room and was fully
renovated in 2001. years ago, Jack and i

took a tour of the castle.
as for colonel suit (an honorary title),

he was in the liquor business, served as a
republican member of the Maryland leg-
islature, and lived in suitland in an Eng-
lish-style mansion on 450 acres.  it was
there that he entertained such guests as
President Ulysses s. grant and general
rutherford B. hayes.  That “home
Place” was destroyed by fire in 1878 and
was not rebuilt. 

col. suit is said to have built Berkeley
castle as a gift to his wife rosa, who
after his death, lived there with her chil-
dren.  i don’t believe the colonel ever
lived there.  he died at a home on East
capitol street at the age of 56 and is
buried in the graveyard of st. Barnabas
chapel in oxon hill.  all that col. suit
left us is the town of suitland and suit-
land road.

if you are considering making a bid,
the suggested opening bid is $485,000.

Changing landscape
The Navy is preparing for a museum

to replace the nearly 60-year-old facility
in its Naval gun Factory and an adjacent
building at the washington Navy yard.  i
fondly remember taking my kids to the
gun Factory where they found great
things to climb on.

onelife Fitness sports club will be
opening next summer at 8401 Mike
shapiro Drive, in clinton, in the space
where the defunct Toys r Us is now.  it
will offer a large indoor saltwater lap
pool and whirlpool, over $1 million in
top-of-the-line cardio and strength equip-
ment, three boutique studios featuring
classes such as Zumba.  The onelife Fit-
ness Preview center is now open for vir-
tual tours.  go to www.
onelifefitness.com/gyms/clinton or call
240-398-3634. 

Robert Walls, of the Walls Bakery
family

robert Jakob walls, sr. 73, of Brandy-
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washiNgToN (Jan. 10, 2023)—over
900 (907) persons in the washington-met-
ropolitan area used the free safe ride serv-
ice, soberride®, this New year’s (from
10:00 pm on December 31, 2022 through
4:00 am on January 1, 2023) as opposed
to possibly driving home drunk.

“For its hours of operation this New
year’s alone, this level of ridership trans-
lates into soberride® removing a poten-
tial drunk driver from greater washing-
ton’s roadways every 23-seconds,” said
Kurt Erickson, President of the nonprofit
washington regional alcohol Program,

the organization conducting the region’s
soberride® effort.

wraP’s most recent holiday sober-
ride® offering concluded on January 1,
2023 after kicking-off and running nightly
since December 16, 2022 providing a total
of 998 free safe rides to local residents
ages 21 and older who otherwise may have
attempted to drive home after drinking.
The local anti-drunk driving service is of-
fered as a way to keep local roads safe
from potentially impaired drivers during
this traditionally high-risk holiday. During
the most recent 16 consecutive evening
period, area residents celebrating with al-
cohol could download lyft to their phones,
then enter wraP-provided codes (avail-

able at soberride.com) in the app’s “Pay-
ment” tab (under the add lyft Pass” op-
tion) to receive their no-cost (up to $15)
safe transportation home. soberride® was
available to both new and existing lyft
users.

lyft provided soberride® trips
throughout the washington-metropolitan
area to local residents ages 21 and older
who otherwise may have attempted to
drive home after drinking.

having commemorated its 40th year in
2022 after being founded in 1982, the non-
profit [501(c)(3)] washington regional
alcohol Program (wraP) is a coalition
of diverse interests using effective educa-
tion, innovative programs and targeted ad-
vocacy to end alcohol-impaired driving
and underage drinking in the washington,
Dc metro area. Through public education,
innovative health education programs and
advocacy, wraP is credited with keeping
the metro-washington area’s alcohol-re-
lated traffic deaths historically lower than
the national average. visit www.wrap.org
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By alEXaNDra lUcchEsi
WRAP

Over 900 Use Local SoberRide®
Program on New Year’s
DC area’s DUI prevention effort removes potential drunk driver
from area roadways every 23-seconds on New Year’s Eve

largo, Md. (Jan. 10, 2023)—The
Prince george’s county Department of
housing and community Development
(DhcD) awarded Jair lynch real Estate
Partners the first right of First refusal
(roFr) loan from the county’s new
roFr Preservation loan Fund. The af-
fordable housing developer received $7
million for the Bedford-victoria station
apartments in langley Park to assist
with the acquisition costs. in october of
2021, the county council also approved
a Payment in lieu of Taxes (PiloT) for
Jair lynch real Estate Partners to assist
in making critical improvements to the
property.

“This is a crucial and necessary in-
vestment for our county’s affordable
housing community,” said Prince
george’s county Executive angela al-
sobrooks. “we are proud to support Jair
lynch real Estate Partners and their
plans to make significant property im-
provements and look forward to the
peace of mind residents will have with
safe, quality, and affordable housing op-
tions. we are excited to continue expand-
ing on our affordable housing work from
the first term of our administration,
which allowed us to preserve and create
over 3,100 affordable housing units for
Prince georgians.”

Bedford-victoria station apartments
consists of 587 units. The roFr loan
and the PiloT will ensure the on-going
affordability of 440 of those units (75%
of the total) under the terms of a 20-year
affordability covenant.

“Prince george’s county’s investment
in Bedford & victoria station via the
roFr Preservation Fund loan exempli-
fies the county’s commitment to pre-
serving quality, attainable housing long-
term in partnership with our firm,” said

Phuc Tran, vice President of asset Man-
agement for Jair lynch real Estate Part-
ners. “The support of Prince george’s
county and the roFr Preservation loan
Fund has enhanced our ability to greatly
improve the quality of housing for our
residents while maintaining the prop-
erty’s affordability and keeping long-
term residents from being displaced. The
award of the roFr Preservation Fund
loan will advance our efforts to address
deferred maintenance and make signifi-
cant property improvements including
the installation of new windows, lighting,
kitchen/bath updates, structural and sus-
tainability updates, and the creation of
new outdoor amenities and playground
equipment. The funds will also help fur-
ther our efforts in providing much-
needed resident services to all those who
call Bedford & victoria station home.”

in November 2021, county Executive
alsobrooks in partnership with the
county council, committed $15 million
from the american rescue Plan act over

a three-year period that allowed DhcD
to launch the roFr Preservation Fund.
The fund supports the preservation of
existing naturally occurring affordable
housing in the county. it is used to
strengthen the implementation of the ex-
isting roFr program and assists in pre-
serving the affordability in properties lo-
cated in Qualified census Tracts,
particularly in transit-oriented areas as
well as targeted areas of economic de-
velopment growth. The fund helps to en-
sure that low and moderate county
renters can maintain residency as the
county grows and prospers. since the
county’s $15 million commitment, the
state of Maryland has also provided $10
million to further support the county’s
roFr Preservation loan Fund.

in December 2020, the county
launched the roFr program, and has
exercised its right of first refusal on sev-
eral properties, preserving over 1,200
apartment units throughout the county
since that time.

By alEXis rEvis yEoMaN
DHCD

County Awards $7 Million to 
Bedford-Victoria Station Apartments in 
First Right of First Refusal Loan

tion and reduce the course load used to figure the honor. The Presi-
dent’s list is a 4.0 grade point average for the semester; Dean’s list
ranges from 3.5 to 3.99; and the honor roll is 3.2 to 3.49.

Midamerica Nazarene University is a private, christian, liberal
arts university of approximately 2,000 students. offering 50 traditional
undergraduate areas of study and 11 pre-professional programs, the
university is also known for its accelerated professional and graduate
programs. The campus is located on 105 acres in olathe, Kansas.
More information may be found at www.mnu.edu.

Following are MNU students from Prince george’s county named
to the President’s list, Dean’s list and honor roll.

Bowie, MD: Benjamin Ballah, Dean’s list
—Carol Best, MidAmerica Nazarene University

Local PGA Pro Earns Prestigious 
Middle Atlantic PGA Section Award
sTaFForD, va. (Jan. 9,
2023)—gabby Miller,
Pga, the assistant golf
Professional/Junior golf
coordinator at the Univer-
sity of Maryland golf
course in college Park,
Md., is the recipient of the
2022 Middle atlantic
Pga’s (MaPga) youth
Player Development
award, which recognizes
a Pga Professional who is
a leader in junior golf, re-
flects the ideals and quali-
ties that juniors can emu-
late and provides
opportunities for juniors to
learn and play golf. contributions to the MaPga and Pga junior
programs and involvement in the promotion and development of
junior golf at the facility and community level are additional criteria
considered for this award.

—Middle Atlantic Section of the PGA of America (MAPGA)

“A Fairway to Help” Golf Tournament
New horizons supported services, inc., Upper Marlboro, MD
May 22, 2023
registration 7:30 a.m. shotgun start 8:30 a.m.
lake Presidential golf club * 3151 Presidential golf Dr. * Upper

Marlboro, MD 20774
register now for the 10th annual “a Fairway to help” golf tour-

nament. we are also looking for sponsors for this annual event and
New horizons’ only fundraiser. 

Proceeds benefit over 200 participants with disabilities. Funds
raised provide necessary skill development, job training, and employ-
ment services to help those we serve lead fulfilling and productive
lives.

register now and take advantage of our early bird special through
February 28, 2023. 

https://www.nhssi.org/content/fairway-help-golf-tournament-1

Morehead State’s Fall 2022 Dean’s List
Announced
MorEhEaD, Ky. (Jan. 9, 2022)—Morehead state University has
ranked among the top public regional universities in the south for 19
consecutive years. in 2022, MsU earned its highest ranking to date,
moving up to the “Top 15” as the #15 ranked public school in the
south. MsU is also recognized as one of the Best colleges for veter-
ans, Best value schools, and Top Performers on social Mobility.

The Fall 2022 Dean’s list is now available online. To view the
Dean’s list, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/deanslist. The accomplish-
ments of these students reflect our commitment to academic excellence
and student success.

To qualify for the Dean’s list, students must have completed at
least 12 undergraduate credit hours and earned at least a 3.5 gPa for
the current semester.

cheltenham, MD: Lloyd A Bryan
—Communications and Marketing, Morehead State University

Dear EarthTalk: 
What are some of the best
apps out there for helping
identify plants and/or
wildlife?

—J. Moser, summertown, sc

Not surprisingly in this day
and age, you don’t need a PhD
to identify plants and animals
out in the natural world. all you
need is a smartphone and an app.

one of the best known and
most downloaded of this new
breed of iD apps is iNaturalist,
a joint initiative of the california
academy of sciences and Na-
tional geographic. you can use
it to take a photo of a plant or
animal and get a list of possible
species based on your location.
and if that doesn’t work, you
can escalate to a community of
expert naturalists via the app to
help identify more obscure

species.
if footprints are all you have

to identify wildlife passing
through your area, check out the
iTrack wildlife app. To use it,
simply input a few basic de-
scriptors (size of the track, num-
ber and shape of toes, claws vis-
ible or not, etc.) and then get
back a list of likely matches. The
app is also searchable offline if
you’re beyond cell range.

Bird enthusiasts will appre-
ciate cornell lab of ornithol-
ogy’s Merlin Bird iD. you can
upload a photo and/or enter in-
formation about the bird you
saw, such as its size, location,
and colors observed, and the app
uses artificial intelligence (ai)
to give you back a list of possi-
ble species.

Meanwhile, the Birdnet app,
also from cornell’s ornitholo-
gists, utilizes recordings of bird-

song to tell you which avian
species are nearby. when you
launch Birdnet, it records the
noise in your surroundings and
can zero in on a specific chirp
or call to identify which bird is
making it. so far, the app has
cataloged more than 1,000 of the
most common bird species in
North america and Europe.

want to identify that creepy
crawly making its way across
the path? Picture insect uses ai
to match the insect you have
photographed against its data-
base of insect photos contributed
by some three million users to
make a match and let you know
just what you’re dealing with.
likewise, the company behind
Picture insect (glority) also of-
fers Picture Fish, Picture Bird,
Picture Mushroom, Picture an-
imal and Picture This (for
plants), all of which use ai to

help iD different types of living
things from your photos.

Meanwhile, the leafsnap
app, developed by the smith-
sonian institution, columbia
University and the University of
Maryland, uses visual recogni-
tion technology to identify thou-
sands of plants, flowers, fruits
and trees from user-submitted
photos of leaves. leafsnap’s de-
velopers report that the app can
recognize 90 percent of all
known flora species on the
planet. you can download the
app to your phone and make use
of it even without an internet
connection. 

another app beloved to help
identify plants and trees is
Plantsnap, which uses machine
learning technology and ai to
determine the species of the
plant, flower or shrub pic you
have just snapped. The col-
orado-based start-up behind this
app has collected upwards of
475 million plant images in its
database which it has leveraged
to identify more than 650,000

plants for users around the
world.

CONTACTS: iNaturalist,
inaturalist.org; iTrack wildlife,
naturetracking.com/itrack-
wildlife/; Merlin iD, merlin.al-
laboutbirds.org; BirdNet, bird-
net.cornell.edu; glority,
glority.com; Plantsnap,

plantsnap.com; leafsnap, 
leafsnap.app.

EarthTalk® is produced by
roddy scheer & Doug Moss for
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk.
see more at https://emagazine.
com. To donate, visit https://
earthtalk.org. send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

Best Apps for Identifying
Plants & Wildlife

iMagE crEDiT: roDDy schEEr

Several apps for iPhone and Android harness the power of ma-
chine learning and AI to identify plants and wildlife from photos
you upload, such as this tree bark. 

Earth
TALK™

PhoTo coUrTEsy MaPga

Gabby Miller

Around the County from A2

PhoTo coUrTEsy Pgc DEParTMENT oF hoUsiNg aND coMMUNiTy DEvEloPMENT 

Exterior—Bedford and Victoria Station



Due to an administrative error, the Judiciary
misinformed the governor’s office that no active
judge in either the circuit court for Prince
george’s county or the District court in Prince
george’s county are hispanic. To supplement
the governor’s release on recent judicial appoint-
ments, the Judiciary would like to clarify that
there are two current sitting judges in Prince
george’s county who are hispanic. Judge gladys

weatherspoon of the circuit court who is afro-
latina-hispanic and Judge cheri simpkins of the
district court is afro-latina. 

The Judiciary has corrected the administrative
error to prevent future mistakes and applauds
governor hogan on his commitment to adding
diversity to the benches across the state, including
historic firsts.

Editor’s Note: The press release “Governor
Hogan Announces Final Judicial Appoint-
ments” was published on page A4 of the January
12, 2023 edition of The Prince George’s Post.

By PrEss oFFicEr
Maryland Judiciary

The ecological health of the
nation’s largest estuary remains
stuck at a low level, according to
the chesapeake Bay Foundation.

The annapolis, MD-based en-
vironmental group graded the
Bay’s overall vitality a D+, the
same lackluster mark it got in
2020.

in a note introducing its bien-
nial state of the Bay report, cBF
President & cEo hilary harp
Falk said it “shows there is still a
long way to go to create a water-
shed that works for all of us.”

cBF said that 7 of the 13 pol-
lution, fisheries and habitat indi-
cators it tracks remained un-
changed, while three improved
and three worsened.

The amount of water-fouling
nitrogen and phosphorus flowing
into the Bay in 2022 from its ma-
jor rivers was below the 10-year
average, cBF acknowledged. But
the past two years saw no real
progress in water quality, it
said. while phosphorus levels im-
proved a bit, already poor water
clarity declined, and nitrogen pol-
lution stayed unchanged. 

The nutrients nitrogen and
phosphorus feed algae blooms
that reduce water clarity and de-
plete the water of oxygen when
they decompose, causing the
Bay’s “dead zone.” The federal-
state chesapeake Bay Program
has been struggling for decades
to restore water quality, but re-

cently acknowledged it was likely
to miss a self-imposed 2025 dead-
line for reaching pollution reduc-
tion goals set in 2010.

The group’s assessments are a
blend of science and policy, scor-
ing not just the condition of the
Bay and its resources but also the
federal and state efforts to restore
it.

“The state of the Bay is at a
precipice,” said Beth Mcgee,
cBF’s director of science and
agricultural policy. “we need to
accelerate our efforts at reducing
farm pollution to ensure the wa-
tershed-wide restoration effort is
successful.”

Falk noted that much of the
water quality gains to date came
from upgrading wastewater treat-
ment plants. To make further
progress, she said, increased ef-
forts are needed to reduce pollu-
tion from farms—especially in
Pennsylvania—and to curb urban
and suburban stormwater runoff.

in one of the few bits of good
news, cBF upgraded the status of
the Bay’s oyster population, citing
record reproduction in both Mary-
land and virginia in 2020 and
2021. But the group still didn’t
give the keystone species a pass-
ing grade, saying more is needed
to end overfishing and restore lost
reef habitat.

cBF’s assessment of striped
bass ticked up a point, crediting
states with tightening catch limits
enough to rebuild its population
from dangerously low levels seen
just a few years ago.

cBF downgraded the status of
blue crabs more than any other
Bay health indicator, though, cit-
ing the 2022 survey estimating
the population at its lowest level
in 33 years. Fishery managers in
Maryland and virginia tightened
catch limits in response.

as for key Bay habitats, cBF
rated conditions of underwater
grasses, forest buffers and wet-
lands unchanged from 2020. But
it downgraded slightly the status
of “resource lands”—forests, nat-
ural open areas and farmland. it
cited aerial surveys estimating that
95,000 acres of farms and forests
had been lost to development
across the Bay watershed over a
five-year period ending in 2018.

“while we’ve made significant
progress,” Falk said, “far too
much pollution still reaches our
waterways and climate change is
making matters worse.”

still, the cBF president saw
reason for optimism.

“The good news is that the Bay
is remarkably resilient and there
is tremendous energy around the
table,” Falk said. “with many new
leaders taking charge—EPa ad-
ministrators, governors, legisla-
tors, and within environmental or-
ganizations—we have an
opportunity to prove that restoring
clean water is possible.”

Tim Wheeler is the Bay Jour-
nal’s associate editor and senior
writer, based in Maryland. You
can reach him at
twheeler@bayjournal.com.

“America needs political leadership that can
inspire disparate constituencies and star-crossed
communities to coalesce around ideas, issues and
goals that transcend party loyalty … Hakeem Jef-
fries cannot, of course, be expected to embody this
leadership on his own. But it is a testament to the
national character, and the grace at times embed-
ded within it, that the voice of the first Black leader
of the Democratic minority in Congress will be
seated at the head of the table as we deliberate on
the future of our ongoing democratic experiment.”

—Peniel E. Joseph

of the 15 ballots it took for Kevin Mccarthy

finally to be elected speaker of the house last
week, Minority leader hakeem Jeffries won more
votes than Mccarthy in 11 of them.

But a speaker must be elected with a majority
of votes cast, not just a plurality. with every mem-
ber of the house voting, the threshold for election
was 218. By the 14th vote, Mccarthy had per-
suaded 13 holdouts to shift their votes to him, but
it was only after six members agreed to vote “pre-
sent”—thereby lowering the threshold to 216—
that he finally ascended to the speakership.

By contrast, each and every member of the mi-
nority party voted for Jeffries on each and every
ballot—except for the 12th.  on the fourth day of

voting, rep. David Trone of Maryland missed the
first ballot of the day because he was undergoing
surgery.  By early afternoon, he was back on the
house floor to cast his vote for Jeffries in the 13th
ballot.

when Jeffries was elected minority leader in
November, he became the first Black leader of
any caucus in congress, house or senate. last
week, he became the first Black nominee for
speaker of the house.

his colleagues recognized the significance as
they cast their votes.

“and still i rise, and i proudly cast my vote on
behalf of the enslaved people who built this capi-
tol. i cast my vote for the honorable hakeem Jef-
fries,” rep. al green of Texas, declared.

with a nod to her predecessor, the late civil
rights icon John lewis, rep. Nikema williams
cast her vote for Jeffries “in the spirit of good
trouble.”

and fellow New yorker, rep. yvette clark joy-
fully cast her vote for “the bad, brilliant brother
from Brooklyn.”

Jeffries is the highest-raking non-white member
of the most racially and ethnically diverse con-
gress in history, the seventh congress to break the
record set by the one before it.  at 52, he is the
first member of generation X to lead the house
Democratic caucus.

Jeffries, elected to congress in 2012, had long
been seen as a rising star in his party. he made
history as youngest member to serve in leadership

when he became chairman of the Democratic cau-
cus in 2019.  his national profile rose in 2020
when the house impeached Donald Trump for a
second time and he served as an impeachment
manager.  signifying the cultural and generational
shift he has come to represent, he concluded his
impeachment presentation by quoting  fellow
Brooklynite and gen-Xer, Biggie smalls: “and if
you don’t know, now you know.”

Throughout his career in public service, Jeffries
has been a tireless advocate for communities of
color, committed to eliminating the barriers to eq-
uity. The National Urban league was proud to
work closely with him to develop and enact sweep-
ing prison reform legislation,  the FirsT sTEP
act.  in 2014, he pushed for a national ban on
chokeholds after the death of Eric garner. he is a
co-sponsor of the george Floyd Justice in Policing
act,  which passed the house but stalled in the
senate.

his passion for justice is matched by his elo-
quence, most recently on display in the instantly-
viral “aBcs of american values” speech he de-
livered just before he handed Mccarthy the
speaker’s gavel, symbolizing the peaceful transfer
of power.

as the new house majority embarks on a divi-
sive agenda of amplifying conspiracy theories, vil-
ifying honorable public servants, eliminating re-
productive rights, Jeffries’ steady, thoughtful
leadership will provide a much-needed counter-
point.                                    —January 12, 2023
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rivErDalE, Md. (Jan 12,
2023)—[on the evening of Jan-
uary 11], casa held a meeting
with tenants to discuss the living
conditions in their riverdale
apartment building. NJ-based in-
vestment firm and property
owner schweb Partners llc im-
mediately called the police in an
attempt to shut down the meeting.
when police didn’t take away
casa staff, schweb Partners
llc representatives locked
themselves in the office door,
leaving tenants, casa staff, and
police officers in the main foyer.

“Tenants are fed up with the
poor living conditions and rent
hikes that have taken place since
schweb Partners llc became
the new owners of their homes,”
said Jorge Benitez Perez, casa’s
lead organizer for Prince
george’s county. “last night, this

nefarious landlord tried to stifle
their growing movement by call-
ing the police on their tenant
meeting. we remind schweb that
it is illegal to retaliate against ten-
ants for organizing. however, we
see now that they will try to pun-
ish tenants and are unafraid to
call the police on immigrants.
These families are changing the
balance of power in their favor,
rejecting this investment firm
scrooge and its money-grubbing
ways.”

Tenants have reported living
with mold, no heating, no elec-
tricity, no gas all while facing rent
increases that are hundreds of
dollars at a time.The tenants are
largely multigenerational families
with young children and senior
citizens, most of whom have
lived in Maryland for years.

“what schweb forgets is that
wE live here. we invited casa
into our homes. Tenants have a
right to organize and meet and

fix their housing system,” said
Zoila Maria, riverdale mom who
was mad that her landlord refuses
to meet with her. “where i live
there are mice, terrible smells,
and everything is dirty. a chunk
of roof almost fell on my son’s
head at 1 p.m. one night. all that
and my rent is going up and with
it so many fake fines. i’m tired
of it. i’m not scared of schweb.”

Ten-year-old Britney lives at
the apartment building, “There
are rats and drunk men who are
here after night. These drunk men
start knocking on doors and doing
inappropriate things. we all de-
serve better. schweb should come
and meet us.”

This is the fourth apartment
building complex that has raised
dire conditions and rent hikes
concerns in Maryland, alongside
The woods at hillcrest apart-
ments, westgate at laurel, and
Quincy village.

CASA Condemns Investment Firm
Schweb Partners LLC’s Terror
Tactics on Immigrants
Calls Police on Immigrant Families to Avoid Accountability for Rent Hikes and
Poor Living Conditions

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

Bay Foundation Grades Chesapeake’s
Health a D-plus, Again

To Be Equal:

The “Bad, Brilliant Brother From
Brooklyn,” Hakeem Jeffries, Makes
History as First Black Leader in Congress
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COMMENTARY

Statement on Recent Judicial Appointments

Nasa headquarters, wash-
ington oversees the webb tele-
scope mission. Nasa goddard
manages webb for the agency
and oversees work on the mission
performed by the space Tele-
scope science institute, Northrop
grumman, and other mission
partners. in addition to goddard,
several Nasa centers contributed
to the project, including the
agency’s Johnson space center
in houston, Jet Propulsion labo-
ratory in southern california,
Marshall space Flight center in
huntsville, alabama, ames re-
search center in california’s sil-
icon valley, and others.

webb’s accomplishments
have also recently been recog-
nized by organizations including
aviation week, Bloomberg Busi-
nessweek, Popular science, and
TiME.

For more information about
the webb mission,
visit: https://www.nasa.gov/webb

Webb from A1

By TiMoThy B. whEElEr
Bay Journal News Service

By JossiE Flor saPUNar
CASA

“whether at the pulpit or on
the picket line, speaking before
a group of 200 in a congregation
or a crowd of more than
200,000 on the National Mall,
Dr. Martin luther King Jr. in-
spired those around him to heal
the wounds of hate and injustice
that ail our country and world.
More than a half century after
he was taken from us, his mem-
ory continues to motivate new
generations of people dedicated
to bettering their communities
and to building a more equitable
society.  i join americans in
honoring Dr. King this weekend
as we pay tribute to his legacy

on what would have been his
ninety-fourth birthday.

“Dr. King pushed our nation
to live up to its founding prom-
ise to ‘secure the Blessings of
liberty’ for all americans.  his
work remains unfinished, how-
ever.  From voting rights to hu-
man rights, social justice to eco-
nomic justice, i’ve worked
alongside my colleagues in the
house—including the congres-
sional Black caucus—to build
upon the progress that Dr. King
made on pressing issues that
continue to challenge our coun-
try.  Just recently, for instance,
we secured the removal of a

bust of chief Justice roger B.
Taney, who authored the infa-
mous Dred scott decision up-
holding slavery in america,
from the capitol Building.  That
legislation also commissions a
new bust of civil rights icon and
supreme court Justice Thur-
good Marshall for our capitol.  i
look forward to continuing to
work with Democrats in the
118th congress to advance Dr.
King’s mission. indeed, let us
never forget, as Dr. King wisely
once reminded us, that ‘the time
is always ripe to do right.’ 

Hoyer Statement on
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day



BalTiMorE (Jan. 11, 2023)—
KlNB, the Mid-atlantic region’s
largest privately held crE broker-
age firm, announced today the
$10,800,000 sale of Marlboro
square at 5715 crain highway in
Upper Marlboro, Md. The KlNB
retail investment sales group
of vito lupo, chris Burnham, andy
stape and Jake Furnary exclusively
represented the seller, Marlboro in-
vestors, llc in the transaction of
the 92,649-square-foot shopping
center. renaud consulting repre-
sented the purchaser.

anchored by a freestanding
37,981-square-foot weis supermar-
ket, the 19-unit property is 100%
leased with a strong mix of retail
tenants that are well suited for the
surrounding neighborhood demo-
graphics. These tenants include ju-
nior anchors advanced auto and
Dollar Tree, and a variety of brands
that encompass fitness, personal
healthcare, food and beverage, and
eyecare. in addition, there is ap-
proximately 10,800-square-feet of

vacant land directly adjacent to
weis providing additional develop-
ment potential.

Despite a lending environment
that continues to present challenges,
and weis’ relatively short remaining
lease term, KlNB’s retail invest-
ment sales group secured seven first-
round offers, leading to a competitive
bidding environment for the seller.

This is the second transaction
KlNB has facilitated for owner-
ship. Partnering with clients on suc-
cessive transactions is a common
occurrence for the KlNB invest-
ment sales group and is a testament
to the professionalism and un-
matched knowledge of the team.

with limited competition in the
surrounding market, and only five
other grocery stores in a five-mile
radius, Marlboro square serves as
a central retail hub for the commu-
nity. Marlboro square is in the
county seat of Prince george’s
county and 11 miles from wash-
ington, D.c. The property is posi-
tioned along crain highway, and
with direct access from Pennsylva-
nia avenue, the property enjoys
nearly 100,000 vPD.

BalTiMorE (Jan. 9, 2023)—The Mary-
land Department of Planning (Planning)
today launched the Military and commu-
nity compatible Use website, focused on
promoting compatible civilian develop-
ment in Maryland that supports long-term
military sustainability and continued re-
gional community development around the
state’s military installations. 

The new compatible Use website and
handbook, alongside the Maryland De-
partment of commerce’s renewable En-
ergy compatible siting Project, are integral
implementation measures of the 2019
Maryland statewide Joint land Use study
response implementation strategy, all
completed in collaboration with our U.s.
Department of Defense (DoD) federal part-
ners and funded by a grant received from
the DoD’s office of local Defense com-
munity cooperation to support military-
civilian compatible use. 

Maryland’s military installations and
facilities are of significant value to state
and local economies and are interdepend-
ent with Maryland’s communities. collab-
oration and joint planning among military
installations, neighboring communities,
and various state and local agencies protect

the long-term viability of existing and fu-
ture military missions and facilitate eco-
nomic growth and compatible develop-
ment in the surrounding area.

“Maryland’s military community pro-
tects and preserves our nation’s security
through sacrifice, bravery, and dedication,”
said governor larry hogan. “our admin-
istration’s support for the military and their
families extends to the many bases, forts,
and facilities across the state, as we work
to strengthen their economic and physical
resilience and promote their vital position
in our communities.”

Ensuring the success of Maryland’s mil-
itary installations and the communities that
support them is a collaborative effort fa-
cilitated by compatible land use planning,
open communication and information shar-
ing, economic and workforce develop-
ment, and coordinated access to and im-
plementation of available federal, state,
and local resources. This first-of-its-kind
compatible Use website and handbook
provides tools for state and local leaders,
members of the military community, and
other interested Marylanders to better un-
derstand the unique needs, challenges, and
opportunities facing the state’s military in-
stallations and defense communities in
support of the national defense strategy.

The renewable Energy compatible sit-

ing project provides renewable energy de-
velopers with resources to support the sit-
ing of renewable energy projects, so they
are compatible with military operations in
the state. This is handled through enhance-
ments to the Maryland Department of Nat-
ural resources’ Power Plant research Pro-
gram’s smart Dg+ renewable energy
screening tool to add military and com-
patibility mapping layers.

The new map layers on the enhanced
tool include military operational areas, mil-
itary and non-military airspace structures,
renewable energy potential, and points of
contact for early coordination with the mil-
itary for siting projects. For more infor-
mation about this project, visit the Mary-
land Military & civilian compatible Use
Project webpage.

Maryland will continue adding tools
and resources to the website to communi-
cate these enhancements. To learn more
about the website or compatible use, or to
provide feedback, please contact sarah
Diehl, aicP, southern Maryland regional
Planner, at sarah.Diehl@maryland.gov. To
learn more about the renewable Energy
compatible siting project, please contact
Jennifer chiasson, senior grant Program
Manager, at Jennifer.chiasson@
maryland.gov.

Is Entrepreneurship the right choice
for you?

Do you have a business idea but not
sure where to start?

Do you have a business and want to
take it to the next level?

want to know more? register for the
Project opportunity Prince george’s
spring 2023 orientation session which
will be held on wednesday March 8, 2023
from 6:30–8:30 p.m. at Prince george’s
community college lanham hall (room

203), 301 largo road, largo, Maryland
www.project-opportunity.com/class/
registration

attendance at the orientation session
is a vital step in our application process.
if you are interested in this class but unable
to attend you must contact Program Di-
rector Joe giordano, joe.giordano@
project-opportunity.com

classes Begins wednesday March 22
2023.  Project opportunity is an intensive
curriculum based 10-week cohort program.
The spring 2023 program will meet every
wednesday March 22–May 24, 202 from
6:30–9:30 p.m. at Prince george’s com-

munity college, lanham hall, room 203
Through grants and community business
support this program is free to all veterans.
The curriculum and material are facilitated
by small business professionals and subject
matter experts.  The program concludes
with a formal business pitch and gradua-
tion ceremony on wednesday, May 31,
2023.

Training includes: 
• assessing your Business idea 
• Marketing analysis 
• Financing and Financial Management
• Business structure and Taxes 
• Development of a Business Plan

BalTiMorE (Jan. 9, 2023)—careFirst
Bluecross Blueshield community health
Plan Maryland (careFirst chPMD) and
live chair health (live chair) announced
they are partnering to bring greater health-
care access to residents in trusted community
spaces in Baltimore city and three Maryland
counties: Prince george’s, Montgomery and
Baltimore counties. 

andrew suggs founded live chair fol-
lowing his father’s death in 2020. he is on
a mission to save lives by reaching under-
served community members where they
are—first in salons and barbershops and
now expanding into other community-based
organizations, such as Faith institutions and
housing developments, among others. This
type of on-the-ground engagement signifi-
cantly impacts the lives of minority com-
munities by empowering them with the
knowledge and resources they need to stay
well.  

according to careFirst chPMD, about
forty percent of careFirst chPMD’s Medi-
caid recipients have not seen a primary care
physician in the last 12 months. seeking
preventive care before experiencing a sig-
nificant health event can prevent potentially
lengthy hospital stays or Emergency De-
partment visits and reduce healthcare costs. 

in Prince george’s, Montgomery and
Baltimore counties, live chair will reach
out to careFirst chPMD members each

month to act as an access point into the
healthcare system to help improve health
outcomes at a community level: helping
members understand their benefits, choose
a physician, and schedule their first appoint-
ment. one added layer is working with the
careFirst chPMD care management team
to close social determinants of health gaps
that are identified. 

“careFirst’s responsibility to our com-
munities is not just to pay for care; it’s to
create coordinated care and increase access
and affordability across the healthcare de-
livery system,” said Mike rapach, President
and cEo of careFirst chPMD. “live chair
connects minority populations who are his-
torically underserved and under-resourced
to accessible care in a way that makes them
feel seen in the healthcare system. This part-
nership is centered on meeting people where
they are, no matter where they are in their
healthcare journey.” 

careFirst chPMD was first introduced
to live chair through 1501 health, which
is the year-long incubation and investment
program from careFirst’s innovation and
investment arm, healthworx, and lifeBridge
health. This payer-provider partnership of-
fers early-stage companies with investment,
expertise and support. live chair was a
member of the first cohort.  

“it is essential for live chair to be in-
volved in this work because it allows us to
inch closer to achieving our vision of closing
the life expectancy and health equity gap
for underserved communities,” said andrew

suggs, co-Founder and cEo of live chair.
“an extended partnership with careFirst en-
ables us to serve exponentially more mem-
bers by raising awareness, connecting them
to care and ultimately leading to stronger,
healthier communities.”  

concurrent with this pilot, careFirst and
live chair are working together to close the
gap in lead-based screenings for children.
recognizing that some families are hesitant
about answering phone calls from insurance
companies or unknown numbers, live chair
will run lead-based educational events and
leverage community health workers to reach
out to residents to talk about the importance
of lead-based screenings and assist with
scheduling appointments.  

In its 85th year of service, careFirst, an in-
dependent licensee of the Blue Cross and
Blue Shield Association, is a not-for-profit
healthcare company which, through its affil-
iates and subsidiaries, offers a comprehensive
portfolio of health insurance products and
administrative services to 3.6 million indi-
viduals and employers in Maryland, the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Northern Virginia.
Visit  www.carefirst.com. 

live chair health is a culturally relevant
community platform powered by tech-enabled
services. Live Chair Health helps health plans
and health systems engage and activate their
members, especially those whom they have
historically struggled to reach, such as mi-
norities and underserved populations.
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By JoE giorDaNo
Project Opportunity

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

Ask Rusty:
Will My Work Earnings Affect
My Social Security Benefits?
By rUssEll gloor, 
National social security advisor at the aMac Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  i am presently 67 years of age and am still working
full time. i am receiving Medicare coverage, but i have not yet
applied for monthly social security payments. i have been told that
i can take ss payments even if i am still working. is that correct? is
there a limit to how much i can earn each year and still receive ss
payments? Signed: Working but Wondering

Dear Working: social security’s so-called “earnings test” applies
only to those who haven’t yet reached their full retirement age. at
67 years of age, you are already past your ss full retirement age
(Fra) of 66 years and 2 months, which means there is no longer a
limit to how much you can earn from working. regardless of how
much you earn, your monthly social security benefits will not be
affected, so you can claim your social security at any time and not
worry about your benefits being affected. 

you should also know that because you haven’t yet claimed your
social security, your monthly benefit has been growing since you
reached your full retirement age in october of 2021. you’ve been
earning Delayed retirement credits (Drcs) at the rate of .667%
more benefit for each month you have delayed claiming, so your
benefit now at 67 would be over 8% more than it would have been
at your Fra last year. and, if you wish to, you can continue waiting
to claim ss and continue to earn those Drcs to get a still higher
benefit. But Drcs stop when you reach 70, when you would get
your maximum social security benefit—about 31% more than your
Fra amount—so never wait past age 70 to claim.

To recap: because you’ve already passed your full retirement
age you can claim your ss benefit now (e.g., to start in January)
and get a benefit which is 8+% more than you would have gotten if
you claimed at your full retirement age, or you can continue to wait
and get an even higher amount by claiming even later. which way
to go depends a lot on your current financial needs and your life ex-
pectancy. if you don’t urgently need the money now and are in good
health and expect at least average longevity (about 84 for a man
your current age), then waiting longer to claim would be a smart
move. But if you need (or want) the money now, then claiming at
this time would also be a wise choice. in either case, you don’t need
to worry about your earnings from work negatively affecting your
monthly social security benefit—they won’t.

The 2.4 million member association of Mature american citizens
[aMac] www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting
and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the
Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

Free Entrepreneur Training for Veterans
Must Be Prince George’s County Resident

By PrEss oFFicErs
CareFirst / Live Chair Health

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield Community
Health Plan Maryland and Live Chair Health
Partner on Pilot Program to Increase Access to
Healthcare in Maryland Counties 
Health plan and startup connect around mission to create better health outcomes by meeting them where
they are—in trusted community spaces 

By PrEss oFFicEr
Maryland Department of Planning

Maryland Launches New Tools to Support
Military and Community Compatibility
Departments of Planning and Commerce use U.S. Department of Defense Grant Funding to Promote
Compatible Civilian Development in Maryland to Support Long-Term Military Sustainability and Continued
Regional Development

KLNB Retail Investment Team
Secures $11 Million Transaction for 
Marlboro Square Shopping Center 
92,649-Square-Foot Property is the Latest in Series of
Prominent DMV Retail Sales for KLNB 

By PrEss oFFicEr
KLNB 



wine, died Dec. 19 at the charles regional Medical center in la
Plata.  he was born in Frankfurt, germany, son of the late george
Naylor walls and christa Dorr walls. 

he was a baker and a founding family member of the original
walls Bakery in waldorf.  survivors include his wife Martha; sons
robert, Michael and Mark; daughter cynthia; two grandchildren
and sister christine walls.  services were at raymond Funeral serv-
ice followed by burial at Trinity Memorial gardens. 

The walls family has a connection to our area:  Back in the
1930s, near walls lane in suitland, Benjamin walls had a grocery
store.  The store later sold and become the lamp Post inn.  it closed
in 1985. 

Two of Benjamin walls sons, george and Benjamin—who grew
up in Morningside—became owners of walls Bakery in waldorf.
you may remember it as home of the world Famous walls Bakery
Eclair.  walls Bakery in waldorf closed in 2001. 

Milestones
happy birthday to my great-grandson Jason shearer, Jan 22;

Mark Foland, Jan. 23; claire Kennedy, Jan. 24; Kenneth Brown
and Michelle willis, Jan. 25: Father Thomas lahood and yvonne
garvin, Jan. 27; and san’ Tori Dixon, Jan. 28.

and happy Day (in heaven) to my father, Dr. richard Dyer
Mudd, on the 122nd anniversary of his birth, January 24, 2001, at
home in anacostia, D.c.  he died May 21, 2002, at his home in
saginaw, Mich., at the age of 101.
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D’arcy road
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

worD oF goD
coMMUNiTy

chUrch
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston road Bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is lord and King

stephen l. wright, sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland road
college Park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church Directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
Prince george’s Post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
call Today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff road landover, MD
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘woNDErFUl wEDNEsDays
wiTh JEsUs’: 

12 noon (The Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org
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Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, Maryland 20745
sunday school 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.M.
worship service - 11:00 a.M.
wed. Prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 P.M.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhBc@verizon.net
Pastor:  rev. waymond B. Duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill road, landover, MD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
Morning worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful Thursdays 
Bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old Marlboro Pike,
Upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. Prioleau, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

THIS 
COULD BE
YOUR AD!

Call today
for a quote.

301-627-0900 

Morningside from A2

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call To-
Day at 855-721-MDDc, Ext. 4 and
start seeing results Now!

increase the digital presence of
your business! contact MDDc ad
services to receive a FrEE Digital
Footprint consultation for your
business from a ToP PErForM-
iNg advertising agency! call 855-
721-MDDc, Ext. 4, www.mddcad-
services.com. 

Place a business card-sized ad in
the regional small Display adver-
tising Network! reach 1,000,000
readers with just one call, one
placement, and one bill in over 63
newspapers in Maryland ToDay!
get the rEach and rEsUlTs for
just pennies on the dollar! call 855-
721-MDDc, Ext. 4 or email kber-
rier@mddcpress.com.

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the District of columbia,
Pg, Montgomery, howard and anne
arundel counties. call today at 855-
721-MDDc, Ext. 4 and start seeing
results Now.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS SERVICES

Prepare for power outages today
with a gENErac home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + low
Monthly Payment options. request
a FrEE Quote. call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

Dish Network. $64.99 for 190
channels! Blazing Fast internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
switch & get a FrEE $100 visa
gift card. FrEE voice remote.
FrEE hD Dvr. FrEE streaming
on all Devices. call today! 1-855-
407-6870

DENTal iNsUraNcE from
Physicians Mutual insurance com-
pany. coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. real dental insurance - NoT
just a discount plan. Do not wait!
call now! get your FrEE Dental
information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 3 7 - 5 2 2 8
www.dental50plus.com/MDDc#62
58

lithko contracting, llc 
(Upper Marlboro, MD): 
ProJEcT coorDiNaTor. req
Bach in civil Eng, construction
Mgmt, or equiv & 12 mos exp as
Proj coordinator, Proj Eng or re-
lated. res to attn: Brian albanese,
2958 crescentville rd., west
chester, oh 45069

FOR SALE

HEALTH / MEDICAL SUPPLIES

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

DoNaTE yoUr car/TrUcK/
rv - lutheran Mission society of
MD compassion Place ministries
help local families with food, cloth-
ing, counseling. Tax deductible.
Mva licensed #w1044. 410-228-
8437 www.compassionPlace.org

PayiNg ToP ca$h For MEN's
sPorT waTchEs! rolex, Bre-
itling, omega, Patek Philippe,
heuer, Daytona, gMT, submariner
and speedmaster. call 844-506-
3622.

ToP ca$h PaiD For olD gUi-
Tars! 1920-1980 gibson, Martin,
Fender, gretsch, Epiphone, guild,
Mosrite, rickenbacker, Prairie state,
D'angelico, stromberg. and gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 888-491-4534

VEHICLES WANTED

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

BEaUTiFUl BaTh UPDaTEs in
as little as oNE Day! superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFForDaBlE PricEs!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
call Now! 877-738-0991.

wanted to lease +/- 25 acres for
solar farm, $75,000+ /yr. call to
qualify (443) 926-9069.

wanted to lease +/- 25 acres for so-
lar farm, $75,000+ /yr. call to qual-
ify (443) 926-9069.

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! coNNEcT with
the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services. Expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk advertis-
ing Network - call ToDay!
with one call, one placement, one
bill, you'll reach over 1,000,000
readers in the entire Mid-atlantic
region. call 855-721-MDDc, Ext. 4
or email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call today
at 855-721-MDDc, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results Now.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

REAL ESTATE WANTED

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS


