
aNNaPolis, md. (Jan. 27, 2023)
—the general assembly is mak-
ing gun control a priority this year,
after the u.s. supreme court in
June struck down gun permit re-
strictions similar to maryland’s.
the gun safety act of 2023, is
speeding through the legislative
process with a second hearing
scheduled for Feb. 7, and at least
two other bills are pending.

the act, sB 0001, is expected
to cause heated debate. sen. Jeff
waldstreicher, D-montgomery, and
then sen. susan lee, D-mont-
gomery, who recently was ap-
pointed secretary of state, spon-
sored the bill. 

the proposal would prohibit an
individual from knowingly wear-
ing, carrying or transporting a
firearm onto another person’s prop-
erty without consent. it would also

prohibit anyone from wearing, car-
rying or transporting a firearm
within 100 feet of certain places of
public accommodation, specifi-
cally “sensitive” places, such as
restaurants, lodging areas, stadiums
or retailers, according to the filed
bill. 

lawmakers said the gun
safety act will fill the void in gun
control that formed following the
supreme court’s decision in 
NYSRPA v. Bruen. the court de-
cided that law-abiding citizens do
not need a “good and substantial”
reason to be permitted to carry a
concealed weapon and that this
“proper cause to carry” require-
ment, used in several states, includ-
ing maryland, was unconstitutional
according to the 14th amendment. 

“the Bruen decision gets rid of
maryland’s ‘good and substantial’
requirements in order to own and
possess a handgun,” said waldstre-
icher. “By eliminating that require-

ment, now anyone can get a gun
and bring it anywhere. that is un-
acceptable and creates a tremen-
dous danger in our state…

“it has forced our hand here in
the legislature, and we need to act.”

From 2018 to 2021, the mary-
land state Police, on average, ap-
proved 13,000 to 14,000 handgun
permit applications per year, ac-
cording to cpl. Josh taylor, super-
visor of the handgun permit group.
From June 23, 2022, to Dec. 31,
2022, (post-Bruen), the number of
permits approved boomed to over
80,000, once the proper cause re-
quirement was overturned.

moms Demand action, a grass-
roots movement advocating for
stronger gun laws, said that the
gun safety act will greatly benefit
public safety in the aftermath of
the Bruen decision.

Bowie, md. (Jan. 23, 2023)— Bowie
state university’s fine and performing
arts department and the city of Bowie
are partnering to host an art exhibit that
will be displayed at Bowie city hall
from Jan. 23–may 20.

the exhibit will feature over thirty
pieces of art, which were chosen
through a juried selection process by
the city of Bowie arts committee, and
Bowie state studio art professor arthur
Vidrine is excited to gather the com-
munity around the showcase.

“art has the ability to connect peo-
ple together,” said Vidrine. it can bring

the community together towards a
shared experience. art has done this
throughout its entire history.”

this is the first time a university
will be featured in the city hall
gallery.  the arts committee chair,
Kathleen Parker, worked closely with
the university to bring this partnership
to fruition.  “the concept behind the
exhibition was to allow Bowie state
university students, staff and faculty
to showcase their artwork to the com-
munity”, said Parker.  the arts com-
mittee is very proud of the work of the
university and the fine and performing
arts department.  “our city council
awarded an arts grant to the university
to invest in our artists and provide sup-

plies to assist students with matting,
framing and wiring their artwork”.  “it
was important to have students partic-
ipate in a workshop to learn how to
prepare their artwork to hang in a
gallery,” said Parker.

the gallery will feature a diverse set
of art pieces, which includes paintings,
photography, graphic design work,
sculptures and video displays. most of
the pieces come from students out of
Bowie state’s fine and performing arts
department, and the budding artists are
eager to share their creative visions
with the community.

“it’s my first exhibit in a while,”
said junior fine arts major amora gen-
eral, who contributed an acrylic paint-

ing and a sculpture to the gallery. “i’m
really happy and proud to be a part of
something for my school. the one thing
i do know how to do, i’m glad i get to
share it with my school.”

Navaeh Fakeye, a sophomore ani-
mation and motion graphics major, also
submitted a painting and a sketch piece
to the exhibit. Fakeye sees art as a vi-
brant medium that allows people to
look inward and learn something about
themselves.

“i hope people come away with the
joy of art. it can really tell a story,”
said Fakeye. “it made me feel amazing
that i get to share my art and expression
with the world.”

Beyond that, Vidrine is excited that

Bowie state’s fine and performing arts
students will have the public forum to
share their talent and work with the
greater Bowie community and beyond.

“we would love for people to come
out and see what students are doing
here,” said Vidrine. “come see the tal-
ent that’s in our department.”

the community may visit the exhibit
at Bowie city hall monday–thursday,
from 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m. and Friday from
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.  more information
about this exhibit may be found at
w w w . c i t y o f b o w i e . o r g /
bsugallery.  the community is invited
to attend the catered reception at city
hall on thursday, march 2 at 7 p.m.,
and join the artists to view their work. 
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Governor Moore Welcomes
Frances Tiafoe to the State House

City of Bowie Partners With Bowie State to open City Hall Art Exhibit
The exhibit features over 30 art pieces and will run from Jan. 23–May 20

• maryland Department of agriculture offers
spay/Neuter grant for Feral cats in 
capitol heights

• the closure of the Prince george’s sports
and learning complex competition Pool

• rabid cat alert
• Black history month 2023 exhibition
• local students honored
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the Sky Bridge at town Center Celebrates
the Harlem Nights Era With Jazz Music &
Glamour

Governor Moore Highlights Legislative
Agenda to Support Veterans, National
Guard Members, and their Families
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to Be Equal:
Gov. DeSantis Has Charted a Course to the
White House that Cuts Straight through
the Swap of White Supremacy

Florida governor ron Desantis wants to
shove the legacy of rustin and others like him
back into the shadows, perpetuating a warped
history of the nation. 
Commentary, Page a4

National Harbor Hosts its Annual
Fooduary Event From February 6–12

Governor Moore Announces Additional
Members of Executive Staff 
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By JoNathaN saxoN
Bowie State University
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ANNAPoLIS, Md. (Jan. 26, 2023)—[Last week], Governor Wes Moore welcomed Maryland native and
tennis star, Frances tiafoe and his family, to Annapolis.  “It’s an honor to meet Prince George’s County’s
own Frances tiafoe, and congratulate him on all his accomplishments on and off the court” said Gov-
ernor Moore. “His hard work and dedication is an inspiration for all Marylanders. on behalf of our
entire administration, we wish him luck as he continues to change the way the world sees the game of
tennis, one match at a time.”  Also, tiafoe was presented with a citation from the Maryland Senate and
House of Delegates. 

See GUN CoNtroL Page A4

By JeNNiFer gaBle
Capital News Service

Maryland Lawmakers Make Gun Control
a Session Priority

Bowie, md. (Jan. 23, 2023)—Bowie state
university has removed the interim tag from
Kyle Jackson’s title, naming him the 10th
head coach in program history of the Bulldogs
since football was reinstated in 1972 as an-
nounced by the Vice President of intercolle-
giate athletics and recreation clyde
Doughty, Jr. on monday, Jan. 23.

“it is with great Bulldog pride that we be-
gin the next chapter in Bsu football with the
hiring of Kyle lamont Jackson as our next
head football coach,” said Doughty, Jr. “Dur-
ing his year as interim, Kyle proved without
a shadow of doubt that he is very capable of
commanding the respect of his student-ath-
letes, coaches and opponents while putting
our football program in a position to be suc-
cessful academically and athletically.”

the decision follows Jackson serving in
the role as interim in the 2021 season, where
he led the team to a 6-4 record and eight play-
ers earned central intercollegiate athletic as-
sociation (ciaa) all-conference honors,
with Joshua Pryor being named the 2021
ciaa Defensive Player of the year and five
First team all-ciaa selections. additionally,
Pryor and Jordan griffin were both selected
First team and second team all super re-
gion two honorees. Jackson also had five
Bulldogs selected to participate in second an-
nual Black college Football hBcu legacy
Bowl in New orleans.

“it’s a blessing just to be in the same cat-
egory with some of the guys who had the op-
portunity to lead this program,” said Jackson.
“i’m a homegrown guy. Bowie state is every-
thing to me. it gave me the opportunity to
earn my degree and finish playing the sport
that i love. it’s a blessing being named the
head coach here at Bowie state university.”

Jackson described being the interim coach

as a learning experience as he navigated the
new challenges that came with assuming head
coaching responsibilities. But Jackson feels
the experience has helped him grow and is
grateful for what he went through before be-
ing promoted to full-time head coach.

Prior to being named as the defensive co-
ordinator, Jackson served as linebackers and
recruiting coordinator during his second stint
with the Bulldogs in 2017. Jackson played
an integral role in the Bulldogs advancing to
the Ncaa Division ii playoffs in 2017,
2018, 2019, and 2021. he helped lead de-
fensive units that ranked in the top 10 na-
tionally in several categories in 2019 and
2021, with strong defensive showings in
2017 and 2018.

a Baltimore native, Jackson was a four-
year starter at linebacker for former head
coach Damon wilson and the Bulldogs from
2007–2010 while also serving as a team cap-
tain for the 2009 and 2010 seasons. after
graduating from Bowie state with a degree
in sports management, Jackson worked as a
defensive graduate assistant at emporia state
and as assistant to the director of football op-
erations at georgia state. During his first stint
with Bowie state football, Jackson served as
the linebackers and tight ends coach from
2011–2013. 

“coach Jackson is a Bsu alum and tutored
under coach Damon wilson when he began
his career on the sideline.  that tutelage has
provided him with the necessary foundation
to be successful,” said Doughty, Jr. “i look
forward to working with coach Jackson as
he continues to develop as a head coach by
recruiting academically minded student-ath-
letes who are focused on success.”

Jackson becomes just the third Bowie state
alum to lead the program behind Dr. henry
Frazier, iii (’93) and Damon wilson (’00).
Jackson will lead his alma mater that has con-
tinuously garnered a national reputation.

By Dr. Jolisa williams
Bowie State University

Bowie State University Removes
Interim Tag, Kyle Jackson
Named Head Football Coach

image courtesy Bowie state athletics

BSU head football coach Kyle Lamont Jackson



Maryland Department of Agriculture offers
Spay/Neuter Grant for Feral Cats in 
Capitol Heights
Prince George’s County Animal Services Facility and
Adoption Center to provide spay/neuter and rabies
vaccination services
largo, md. (Jan. 23, 2023)—the Prince george’s county animal
services Division (asD) has received a grant from the maryland De-
partment of agriculture (mDa) to spay/neuter and vaccinate for rabies
240 feral cats in the capitol heights area (20743-zip code).  this
grant will assist in asD efforts to help humanely reduce feral cats’
overall numbers. 

Because this is a tNr project (trap-Neuter-return), the cats will
be returned to the area where they were trapped after surgery. asD is
working in partnership with Pg cats (the tNr group that serves the
capitol heights area), who will coordinate and trap feral cats. 

anyone wishing to assist with tNr trapping efforts can e-mail
nsstine@msn.com for more information. the goal is to alter as many
cats as possible in the next few months before the weather warms up
and the cats start reproducing. 

in addition to the grant for the capitol heights area, humane traps
are available for anyone to borrow at no cost for up to 14 days from
the cat trap bank at the Prince george’s county animal services Fa-
cility and adoption center.  to borrow a trap, please contact asD
rescue coordinator leann Parker at 301-780-7200 or e-mail 
lKParker@co.pg.md.us. 

—Judith Hall, PGC Department of the Environment

the Closure of the Prince George’s Sports
and Learning Complex Competition Pool
riVerDale, md. (Jan. 25, 2023)—m-NcPPc, Department of Parks
and recreation, Prince george’s county will be closing the sports
and learning complex competition Pool starting thursday, January
26, 2023, until further notice for continued maintenance assessment.
Following a recent capital improvement Plan evaluation, and as a re-
sult of recent findings, the Department is taking immediate action to
continue its commitment to providing safe aquatic recreational op-
portunities for people of all ages and abilities. the leisure Pool and
other sports and learning complex amenities will remain open. the
community is encouraged to visit one of our other aquatic facilities
throughout Prince george’s county during this closure. Please visit
pgparks.com for additional information. you can also register for 
PgParks alerts to receive updates.                                    —M-NCPPC

rabid Cat Alert in Prince George’s County
Health Department seeks the public’s help in identifying
others who may have been exposed
largo, md. (Jan. 23, 2023)—the Prince george’s county health
Department is alerting community members that a rabid cat was re-
cently surrendered for testing from the 2400 block of Fairhill Dr,
suitland, mD. on or around January 8, 2023, a stray black domestic
short hair cat displaying abnormal behavior bit one individual, and a
citizen subsequently transported the cat to animal management. the
cat was surrendered, euthanized, and sent for rabies testing. the mary-
land Department of health (mDh) confirmed that the cat tested pos-
itive for rabies on January 11, 2023. Per the resident, another stray
black, white and orange (multicolored) short haired kitten that was
found playing with the rabid cat and this kitten has not been seen
since January 14, 2023.  

Due to the risk of rabies exposure, the health Department seeks
the public’s help in finding any persons who may have had contact
with the cats in the identified area. if you know of any persons or an-
imals that may have had contact with the above cat or kitten between
December 28, 2022, and January 8, 2023, please contact the health
Department immediately at 301-583-3751.

rabies is often a life-threatening disease; however, it is highly pre-
ventable by beginning post-exposure treatment immediately following
exposure. treatment is determined by the type of animal contact and
patient assessment; rabies is transmitted through the saliva of an in-
fected animal and is easily transmissible through a bite of an infected
animal. the best method to eliminate the risk of rabies exposure is to
avoid contact with unfamiliar animals. we encourage community
members to report any unusual or erratic animal behavior they notice
and to avoid handling and feeding any unknown animals in their com-
munity.”

when a person is bitten or exposed to the saliva of a rabid animal,
the disease is prevented by administering four doses of the rabies
vaccine over a 14-day period, and a dose of rabies immunoglobulin
given at the beginning of treatment. each year, approximately 900
marylanders receive preventive treatment after exposure to a rabid or
potentially rabid animal.

to prevent your exposure to rabies:
• Do not approach, handle or feed stray dogs and cats, and enforce

leash laws.
• teach your children not to approach any unfamiliar animals.
• have your dogs, cats and ferrets vaccinated against rabies and keep

the vaccinations up to date.
• Do not leave pets outside unattended or allow them to roam free.
• cover garbage cans tightly and do not leave pet food outside; this

may attract wild and stray animals.
• teach children to stay away from wild animals or animals they do

not know.
• Prevent bats from entering your home by using window screens

and chimney caps and by closing any openings greater than ¼ inch
by ½ inch. Bats found in the home should be safely collected, if
possible, and tested for rabies.
wear gloves when handling an animal if it has been in a fight with
another animal. Keep it away from people and other animals and
call your veterinarian or local health department to report the animal
exposure.
if you are bitten by or exposed to an animal that may be rabid, you
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
Around the CountyIn & Around Morningside-Skyline by mary mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

tHANK yoU tHANK yoU tHANK yoU
greetings church Family and Friends. Praise god, Praise god,

your response to the 2022 advent Food challenge was awesome.
you donated 1,300 pounds of food items to the css Food Pantry.
your kindness and generosity are a blessing to those in our com-
munity who are struggling.  may god continue to bless each one
of you.  thank you, thank you, thank you!

gratefully, Dorothy c. magruder, chair, health & welfare
ministry, Nottingham myers united methodist church, Pastor,
rev. shemaiah strickland. 

CoNGrAtULAtIoNS
congratulations to President Breaux, for being recognized by

the ciaa as a title ix trailblazer!  President Breaux and five
women leaders of ciaa institutions will be honored during next
month’s 2023 ciaa men’s and women’s Basketball tournament.

StAy UP to DAtE
Planning to change your email or mailing address?  Please let

Bowie state university know. By keeping your information current,
you will continue to receive Bowie state university news and up-
dates. For questions and support, send an email to the advancement
services office at advancementservices@bowiestate.edu or call
301-860-4301.

CoNGrAtULAtIoNS
the Bowie state university community congratulates gov-

ernor wes moore and lt. governor aruna miller as they prepare
to lead the great state of maryland.  their inauguration marks a
historical moment as we are seeing change in the making.

CELEBrAtIoN oF Dr. MArtIN LUtHEr KING, Jr.
a celebration of the life of Dr martin luther King, Jr. with the

Bowie state university chorale was held January 14, 2023, at
the southern area aquatics & recreation complex in Brandywine,
maryland.  under the direction of Professor Brandon J. Felder
and Dr. marymal holmes, the Bowie state university chorale
performed anthems, spirituals, music that captures the essence of
King’s life, mission, and message. 

ALL-CoUNty MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHooL
orCHEStrAS

washington county Public schools presented all-county mid-
dle and high school orchestras saturday January 14, 2023. gis-
selle Johnson, daughter of lakeya Johnson and the late ernest
Johnson, iii, granddaughter of ernest Johnson, Jr. and the late
Brenda turner Johnson, great granddaughter of the late James
garnell & ruth turner, great granddaughter of the late rev. ernest
Johnson, sr. & elizabeth Johnson played Violin l, in the all-
county middle and high school orchestras in North hagerstown
high school, auditorium on saturday, January 14, 2023.  gisselle
is a senior at south hagerstown high school and plans to attend
college in the fall to major in music.  congratulations gisselle

for your accomplishments.
the importance of music education is academic achievement.

brain development, fills gaps, inherent benefits, 21st century skills.
source:  www.broademinded.com. 

CIAA toUrNAMENt BALtIMorE 2023
countdown to the ciaa tourney begins, ciaatournament.org.

the central intercollegiate athletic association (ciaa, the na-
tion’s oldest Black athletic conference), invites you to the 2023
tournament in Baltimore, maryland.  the highly anticipated week-
long event will be the 78th annual celebration of hBcu champi-
onship basketball, sports and culture.  Bowie state university to
be the host institution once again for the ciaa tournament Bal-
timore 2023, February 20–26, 2023, so Bulldog fans are encour-
aged to show their Bsu Pride throughout the tournament week in
Baltimore, maryland.  bowiestate.edu/ciaa. 

BSU/UMD 2023 SPrING SyMPoSIUM
Bsu/umD social Justice alliance spring symposium will be

held april 14–april 30, 2023, from 10 a.m. -2  p.m.  at Bowie
state university. take a Knee:  Pursuing racial and social Justice
in sports.  the 2023  symposium will explore the intersections of
social justice and athletics.  a panel discussion will address racial
injustice and inequity. 

SPrING CoNVoCAtIoN
Bowie state university spring convocation which officially

kicks off the spring semester and the campus-wide celebration of
the Black history month will be February 15, 2023, at 10 a.m. in
the leonidas s. James Physical education complex, 14000 Jericho
Park road, Bowie, maryland 20715. categories:  academics,
Black history month, Featured. telephone:  301-860-4000 or 1-
877-77-Bowie.

trIBUtE to tHE MUSIC oF MArVIN GAyE
a concert to the tribute of marvin gaye will be saturday, Feb-

ruary 25, 2023, 8 p.m. marvin gaye was a major force in 20th-
century music, a singer of rare sensitivity, a versatile pianist,
expert drummer, writer of startling originality, and a producer ca-
pable of seamlessly integrating a multitier of melodic strands.
Do not miss this sensational tribute. the Brencore allstars Band
will perform some of marvin’s greatest hits such as “what’s
going on,” “Distant lover”, “got to give it up,” “sexual heal-
ing,” and more.  hurry and purchase your seats before this event
sells out.  all ages, tickets $30 adults, $25 seniors and students.
the concert will be held at harmony hall regional arts center,
10701 livingston road, Fort washington, maryland 20744.  tele-
phone number is 301-203-6040. 

BoWIE StAtE UNIVErSIty
Bowie state university received $2.1 million grant from the

National science Foundation.  only hBcu to receive cybercorps
scholarships for service Program Funding. 

Mayor Cann promises something
special every month, like Movie Night,
Feb. 11

mayor Benn cann, in his January
“Dear morningsiders” letter says there’s a
lot planned for this year.  in fact, something
special every month. 

on saturday, February 11, for example,
there’s free movie Night, beginning at 6
p.m.  “matilda the musical” will be shown
at the town hall, 6901 ames street.  con-
cessions (popcorn, candy, hotdogs, nachos,
drinks and more) will be sold.  cash only.
reservations are required by Feb. 2.  call
301-736-2300.

also ahead: spring and Fall yard sales,
Bingo Bunny Breakfast & egg hunt on
april 8, 4th of July all-day festivities, Na-
tional Night out, special events for hal-
loween, thanksgiving and christmas, and
sometimes just “plain ole bingo.”

mayor cann is setting up “roundtable
with the mayor,” a chance to discuss the
town in a less-formal setting.  he plans to
break the participants into four groups:
youth 14–18, seniors, businesses, and gen-
eral public. 

the annual town election may 1 will
have two town council members on the
slate.  special election judges will be
needed for the occasion; morningsiders
can apply. 

in closing, the mayor says, “Please con-
tinue to check in on each other, especially
our seniors, to ensure that we are all ok.”

Former Morningside Councilwoman is
1st time Grandma

maria and tyler walsh, of Frederick,
have a new baby daughter, Diana grace,
born on January 17 at shady grove hos-
pital, weighing in at 7 pounds, 6 ounces.
Baby Diana is the first grandchild for for-
mer morningside council member carol
(Kline) and her husband, Dr. thomas De-
graba, of rockville. 

Diana is also the great-granddaughter
of the late martha and gerald Kline who
lived for years on marianne Drive in
morningside.  martha who, in her late
years, lived with the Degrabas, died in
December 2015.  i know how much
martha would have loved to cradle little
Diana.

More from the town of Morningside
each month the town holds two meet-

ings: work session the 2nd tuesday and
town hall meeting the 3rd tuesday.  in
February, the meetings will be the 14th and
the 21st. 

the town meeting room is now avail-
able for rental.  it has hosted everything
from baby showers to repasts and even a
wedding.  Dates for the months January
through march are now open.  Dates for
april through June will open march 15.

For all things morningside, you can re-
fer to www.morningsidemd.gov. or call
301-736-2300.

Neighbors & other good people
Knights of columbus, st. Pius x coun-

cil, in Forestville, announce Knight of the
month for september, Karle crawford, and
october, John wood.  Family of the month
for september, the Vines Family, and oc-
tober, the Jacobs Family.  By the way,
Bingo chairman george hoehl invites you
to Bingo on wednesday nights, 6 to 10
p.m.  Bingo also needs helpers, call george
at 301-599-0307.

mary Forrestia curtis Barnes, 105, was
buried at lincoln memorial Park, in suit-
land, following mass of christian Burial
at st. luke’s, on east capitol st., January
26.  she’s survived by 53 grandchildren
and numerous great- and great-great- and
great-great-great-grandchildren.

mary anne walkup, a health and phys-
ical education teacher for 36 years in Prince
george’s county—mostly at martin luther
King, Jr. middle school—died Jan. 1, four
days short of her 76th birthday.  she re-
ceived “teacher of the year” awards three
times and a congressional commendation.

Johnnie mae williams arrington, 83,
who years ago taught english at suitland
high school, died Dec. 10 in Fayetteville,
ga.  survivors include a son, Joseph ar-
rington iii, grand- and great-grandchildren.
Private services were held in washington. 

Changing landscape
on January 25, two of Jill Biden’s

dresses, which she wore on inauguration
Day 2021, were installed in the first-ladies
exhibition at the National museum of
american history.  one dress is in shim-

mering ocean-blue, the other in ethereal
ivory with a matching coat.  they both in-
clude matching masks.  i always enjoy vis-
iting the first-ladies exhibit. 

the town square at suitland Federal
center will encompass more than a million
square feet and include 895 apartment units
and single-family homes, 98,000 sq. ft. of
retail, and a 50,000 Performing arts center.
the project recently won an award from
the american society of landscape archi-
tects for master Planning and landscaping.
(though, some of us will miss the old suit-
land.)

a home at 5102 Barto ave. in auth Vil-
lage just sold for $440,000.

remembering ice-skating days
therese gallegos emailed that the place

she most associates with ice-skating with
Dad is the duckpond at cedar hill ceme-
tery.  “my feet get cold just thinking about
it.”  she also recalls skating on what we all
called ammann’s Pond (near the ammann
home); “i wonder if we had permission.”

sue mason wrote about skating at the
old u-line arena, the same place where
the professional wrestlers used to perform.
“one evening, about 5, i was riding with
my sister and her family in their convertible
down that way when we saw several of
the ‘blonde’ wrestlers standing on the cor-
ner, dressed up in suits, waiting to cross.
all friendly and buddies, right before their
match to pulverize each other.”  she went
on to say that her father loved wrestling
“and never missed a match on tV channel
5.” 

Did he see his shadow?
groundhog Day on February 2 is when

we ask if we are in for six more weeks of
winter?  only a groundhog named Punx-
sutawney Phil knows for sure.

each year on groundhog Day, people
flock to gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania, to await the forecast of the
local rodent celebrity.  

originating with german settlers, who
came to Pennsylvania in the 1700s, legend
has it that if Phil sees his shadow on Feb-

See AroUND tHE CoUNty Page A3

See MorNINGSIDE Page A6



largo, md. (Jan. 25, 2023)—residents
of the sky Bridge at town center’s the
Parc celebrated the holidays and the new
year a few days early with a harlem
Nights-era party featuring jazz music,
flashy flapper fringe, sequin dresses,
classy pinstripe suits, and more on Dec.
27. the sky Bridge at town center, a
watermark retirement community that in-
cludes two distinct neighborhoods, the
Parc and the arch, decorated the Parc
to reflect the harlem Nights era and
brought in a roaring jazz band called
earth, wind, and Fire tribute Band. the
event featured delectable cocktails and
appetizers, games like poker, blackjack,
and roulette, and raffled prizes to bring
residents back in time by a century. 

associates of the community planned
the event and mingled with residents for

a night filled with fun and merriment.
From the dance moves to the games, and

joy on everyone’s faces, harlem Nights
was a night to remember.  

aNNaPolis, md. (Jan. 24, 2023)—
school staff would receive protection
from lawsuits stemming from disciplining
students under a proposed bill from Del.
robin grammer, r-Baltimore, that is set
to be heard in the general assembly on
wednesday.

“we have significant problems with
public education,” grammer told capital
News service on thursday. “the disci-
pline issues are real, very real, despite the
politicking around it.” teachers are afraid
to intervene in bullying and other disci-
plinary problems for fear of lawsuits, and,
he said, that’s meant fewer teachers or
teachers leaving the profession early.

melissa Dirks, president of the Frederick
county teachers association, agrees.

“even though educators still are show-
ing up every day doing the best they can
with the resources—the very short re-
sources—that we are given, the same re-
spect is not being shown in all segments
of the community,” she told capital News
service on Friday. 

the proposed bill, hB0137, aims to
protect teachers who intervene in fights
or other cases of student misconduct from
any civil liability they may face regarding
property damage or personal injury, pro-
vided they acted in good faith and without
negligence. 

current law states that the county
board of education is held financially re-
sponsible in the event that an educator is
sued and damages are awarded against
them. the code of maryland regulations
also ensures that as of now, the county
board must provide legal counsel to
school staff if the action was performed
“without malice” and if they were “acting
within authorized official capacity.”

Dirks noted that the proposed bill
would not alter current law too drastically,
but would lay out specifically what a
school staff member would and would
not be liable for, and in what situations.

“any time we can bring clarity and
make sure that educators are allowed to
intercede to protect students without fear
is a good thing,” she said.

that was grammer’s goal in introduc-
ing the bill during this session, even
though a nearly identical one failed in the
2020 session.

“you look for simple ways that you
could positively change policy to better
the environment, regardless of what pol-
icy scope you’re looking at,” said gram-
mer. “i thought this was a really positive
bill. it’s not revolutionary or groundbreak-
ing, but it’s something you could do. it’s
a little tweak that you can make to just
tell teachers, if you’re stepping in to pre-
vent someone from getting hurt, we have
your back.”

he hopes the bill will give teachers
more ability to control their classroom’s
environment in a way that best serves
their students. 

“making sure our students are safe is
always paramount, and we've seen it time
and time again where educators put their
bodies on the line for their students,” said
Dirks. “that happens with or without this
piece of legislation, but it is good for edu-
cators to know that they are supported by
lawmakers and the law in this situation.”

the act was first introduced during the
2020 regular session by former Delegate
and republican gubernatorial candidate
Dan cox. in addition to cox and gram-
mer, 32 other delegates, including six De-
mocrats still in the house,  sponsored the
bill, then called hB802.

“you know, Delegate cox tended to
be a controversial person, and i suspect
towards the end there, that's probably why
it failed,” grammar said. “so i figured
we bring it back, … give it a shot and see
if we can get it done.”

in his testimony on the bill in 2020,
cox told lawmakers that teachers face
challenges they didn’t expect.

“a teacher should not need to worry
about personal liability when intervening
in a small scuffle or a schoolwide brawl,”

he said.  “teachers should not have to worry
that they will be sued if they stop one stu-
dent from inflicting harm on another.”

Dirks, who also testified for the bill in
2020, agreed with cox then on what the
role of teachers should be. 

“educators need to be able to focus
our attention on the academic needs and
physical safety of our students without
fearing reprisal or risk of civil liability as
a result of good faith actions aimed at
protecting them,” said Dirks in her 2020
written testimony.

while it passed in the house on march
11, 2020, the bill died after being referred
to the senate Judicial Proceedings com-
mittee. grammer said he hopes that with
the freshman members of the house look-
ing at it with new eyes, the bill will have
enough support to become law. 

“it’s well written, it’s very short. it’s
passed unanimously and had bipartisan
support,” grammer said of the bill and
its predecessor. “i think one of the oppor-
tunities this year is really to walk through
all this policy and have the freshman
members hear a lot of it, and for them it's
going to be brand new.”

grammer said the current bill is the
same as that passed by the house of Del-
egates during the 2020 legislative session.
this includes an amendment suggested
by the maryland association for Justice
that further specifies the staff member
must have intervened in a “reasonably
prudent manner” and the actions were not
“grossly negligent, willful, wanton, or in-
tentionally tortious.”

“we worked with this bill sponsor back
in 2020 to improve the immunity provi-
sion to include a standard of conduct of
reasonable prudence under the circum-
stances so that the bill was more clear in
what conduct would be protected and
what conduct would not be protected,”
said george tolley, who was maJ’s leg-
islative chair in 2020, of their proposed
amendments. 

if passed, this act would go into effect
oct. 1.
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By Press oFFicer
Watermark retirement Communities

image courtesy watermarK retiremeNt commuNities

the Sky Bridge at town Center’s Executive Director Joy Hart (Left) and Direc-
tor of Sales  rochelle Clark (right), announcing prizes that residents could win
throughout the night through a raffle, on Dec. 27. 

the Sky Bridge at town Center Celebrates the
Harlem Nights Era With Jazz Music & Glamour 
Residents came together for a night of jazz music and fun 

By Kara thomPsoN
Capital News Service

Maryland Delegate Looks to Expand Civil Immunity for teachers

aNNaPolis, md. (Jan. 26, 2023)—[last
week], governor wes moore hosted nearly
100 veterans at the state house to reaffirm
his legislative agenda to improve the lives
of maryland veterans, National guard
members, and their families—which in-
cludes $30 million to support his proposed
Keep our heroes home act, and $5 million
to provide healthcare services for National
guard members through his proposed
healthcare for heroes act. governor
moore was joined at the veteran’s round-
table by acting secretary of the Department
of Veteran affairs tony woods and mem-
bers of the general assembly.

“these investments show our adminis-
tration’s commitment to supporting the

lives of those who have made countless
sacrifices to protect our nation,” said gov-
ernor moore. “it was my honor to hear our
veteran’s perspectives on their needs and
how we can help them. i am proud to lead
the charge in providing legislation and
funding that will ensure my fellow veterans
and National guard members are taken care
of, here at home.”

Keep our Heroes Home Act: this
legislation expands the military retirement
tax exemption to $25,000 for all recipients
in tax year 2023 and to $40,000 in tax
year 2024 and each year thereafter. cur-
rent law allows any individual receiving
military retirement (including surviving
spouses) to deduct the first $5,000 from
their taxable income if they are under the
age of 55 and $15,000 from their state tax-
able income if they are 55 years of age or

older. this bill eliminates the age distinc-
tion and expands the tax exemption for
any veteran or surviving spouse receiving
this retirement income.

Healthcare for Heroes Act: this legis-
lation will allow members of the maryland
National guard and their families, who are
eligible for tri-care reserve select, to re-
ceive health and dental care free of cost. the
bill establishes the tri-care Premium reim-
bursement Program within the maryland mil-
itary Department (Dmil). guard members
will submit their own and their families’ pre-
mium payments to the program in order to
be reimbursed for the full cost. the National
guard’s four employment statuses of mem-
bers include active guard reserve (agr),
Dual status technicians (Dst), Federal
civilian employees, and traditional guard
service members (m-Day).

Governor Moore Highlights Legislative Agenda to
Support Veterans, National Guard Members, and
their Families

should take the following steps:
• if it is a wild animal, try to trap it if you can do so safely. if the an-

imal must be killed, try not to damage the head.
• if it is an owned animal, get the animal owner's name, address, and

telephone number.
• immediately wash the wound well with soap and water; if available,

use a disinfectant to flush the wound.
• get prompt medical attention.
• immediately report the exposure to your local animal control agency,

health department, or police.
• consider treatment if a bat was present and exposure cannot be

reasonably ruled out (e.g., a sleeping person awakens to find a bat
in the room, or an adult sees a bat in the room with a previously
unattended child or mentally disabled or intoxicated person).
to learn more about rabies in maryland, including rabies surveil-

lance statistics and efforts to prevent and control the disease, please
visit the mDh website
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/oiDeor/cZVBD/Pages/rabies.aspx 

—Dellia Hawthorne Williams, Prince George’s County 
Health Department

Black History Month 2023 Exhibition:
Black resistance!
Stories from Prince George’s County
February 4–March 26, 2023
Public Reception: Sunday, February 5, 2023, 2–5 p.m.

the african american experience has been inundated with various
forms of oppression rooted in anti-blackness. But this oppression has
not been met with acquiescence, but resistance this year’s exhibition
highlights some of these stories of black resistance in Prince george’s
county from the era of enslavement to the Black lives matter move-
ment of the present.

this exhibition is curated by the m-NcPPc Black history Program.
group tours are available for school and community groups. to sched-
ule a group tour, call 240-264-3415 or email
blackhistory@pgparks.com.

all ages, Free
—Montpelier Arts Center, M-NCPPc

Local Students Honored
Mercer University Announces President’s, Dean’s Lists
macoN, ga. (Jan. 24, 2023)—mercer university recently announced
the President's list and Dean's list for the fall 2022 semester. inclusion
on these lists requires students to meet rigorous gPa standards specific
to the college or school within the university.

the following area students earned a place on the lists:
Bowie, maryland: Mary Allen, junior, college of liberal arts

and sciences, Dean’s list           —Jennifer Falk, Mercer University

Local Students Named to Susquehanna University Dean’s List
seliNsgroVe, Pa. (Jan. 23, 2023)—susquehanna university con-
gratulates its students named to the dean’s list for the fall 2022 se-
mester.

the dean’s list recognizes students who achieve a grade point av-
erage of 3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0 for the semester. to qualify,
students must complete a minimum of 12 semester hours.

cheverly, mD: Deborah Momodu
temple hills, mD: Nala Washington

—Amanda K. O’Rourke, Susquehanna University

Local Student(s) Named to Bucknell University Dean’s List
lewisBurg, Pa. (Jan. 23, 2023)—Bucknell university has released
the dean’s list for outstanding academic achievement during the fall
semester of the 2022–23 academic year. a student must earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list
recognition. 

Bowie, mD: Joyce Chen, 2024, international relations; Damien
Mahanama, 2024, Biomedical engineering; raquel rowell, 2023,
Neuroscience

Fort washington, mD: Derrick Anderson, 2026, undeclared
temple hills, mD: Endia Scales, 2024, education
upper marlboro, mD: Caleb Wooten, 2023, education

—Mike Ferlazzo, Bucknell University

Area residents Earn Academic Honors at Benedictine College
atchisoN, Kan. (Jan. 23, 2023)—Benedictine college has recog-
nized those students who have distinguished themselves academically
during the last semester, which ended December 12, 2022. 

any full-time student carrying a minimum of 12 hours and a perfect
4.0 grade point average through the spring term is named to the Pres-
ident’s list. Full time students with 12 hours and a grade point average
of 3.5 are named to the Dean’s list. of the 2,135 students on campus
for 2022–2023 academic year, 171 made the President’s list and 794
made the Dean’s list.

those area residents who have earned these honors are:
Bowie, mD: Annalucia Duggan, Dean’s list
glenn Dale, mD: Luke Lombardi, Dean’s list

—Steve Johnson, Benedictine College

Goshen College Announces Dean’s List for Fall Semester 2022
gosheN, ind. (Jan. 20, 2023)—goshen college recently recognized
163 undergraduate students for excellence in academics on the fall
2022 Dean’s list.

Elijah Stoltzfus, a Junior environmental & marine science major
from mount rainier, was recognized for academic excellence on the
fall semester Dean’s list at goshen college. stoltzfus is a graduate
of eleanor roosevelt high school.

the Dean’s list includes students earning at least a 3.75 gPa,
while completing at least 12 hours of coursework for a letter grade.
only grades from the designated semester are included in the Dean’s
list selection process.

initiated in the fall of 1999, the Dean’s list celebrates the achieve-
ment of goshen college students who have met high academic stan-
dards and can motivate students preparing for graduate studies. 

—Hannah Scott-Carter, Goshen College

Around the County from A2

By BrittaNy marshall
office of the Governor



“maryland is now left with
no choice in the wake of the
supreme court’s dangerous de-
cision, to address what they want
to do about the question of pub-
lic carry,” everytown for gun
safety regional legal Director
sam levy told capital News
service. “there’s simply going
to be more people carrying guns
in public, and maryland now has
to do whatever they can to miti-
gate those risks.” everytown and
moms Demand action are affil-
iated.

the gun control advocates
plan a tuesday (Jan. 31) rally in
annapolis with students De-
mand action volunteers. they
will meet with local lawmakers,
including waldstreicher, and
senate Judicial Proceedings
chairman will smith, D-mont-
gomery, to discuss strengthening
gun laws, including concealed
carry laws such as the gun
safety act.

“the purpose of these types
of place location laws is to iden-
tify locations where, for exam-

ple, alcohol is being served,
where people’s judgment is
likely to be impaired," said levy.
“Keeping guns out of sensitive
places like bars, like stadiums,
like courthouses, like polling
places, address a whole number
of potential threats, not just mass
shootings.” 

waldstreicher said that’s ex-
actly right, guns don’t belong in
certain places, like hospitals,
government buildings, parks and
restaurants. 

“any fender bender could
turn into gun violence; any dis-
pute over a check at a restaurant
can turn into gun violence,” said
waldstreicher. “when guns are
everywhere, we are less safe.” 

Not everyone said the bill
would increase public safety.
the bill faces opposition from
gun advocacy groups, who said
the bill will punish law-abiding
gun permit owners.

“it would adversely affect
public safety. it certainly would
adversely affect the rights of
concealed carry permit holders
to be able to protect themselves,”
said mark Pennak, president of

maryland shall issue, a mary-
land gun rights group. “it will
have no effect on actually pro-
moting public safety because
everyone agrees—permit hold-
ers do not commit crimes.”

the constitutionality of the
gun safety act is also being
questioned in the wake of the
Bruen decision. since Bruen,
states such as New Jersey and
New york have proposed gun
legislation similar to the gun
safety act, limiting where per-
mit holders may carry weapons.
Both of these proposed bills are
held up by district courts over
constitutional questions. 

“it is so plainly contrary to
how the supreme court ruled in
Bruen that it effectively denies
the right to public safety in all
urban and many rural areas in
maryland,” said Pennak. “this
area doesn’t even begin to qual-
ify as a sensitive area under the
supreme court’s ruling, so it’s
dead on arrival, because if it
does pass, we will bring suit, and
it will fail.”

Despite criticisms, waldstre-
icher remains confident that his

bill is strong enough to withstand
examination.

“mark Pennak is a con-
stituent, and i respect his point
of view even though i disagree
with it,” said waldstreicher.
“what mark doesn’t say is that
no appellate court has ruled on
similar laws from other states,
so i am optimistic that we can
draft a bill that will both provide
for public safety and withstand
constitutional scrutiny.”

sen. Jill carter, D-Baltimore
city, member of the Judicial Pro-
ceedings committee, said that
further distinctions must be
made to decipher which public
places qualify as sensitive. 

“i can certainly understand
the lack of permission if some-
one has private property and they
don’t want it there; they have
every right to prohibit it,” said
carter. “however, i think that
we are going to have some con-
versations about the 100 feet
within public accommodations
because that's very broad.”

the gun safety act is not the
only gun reform proposal this
legislative session. gun violence

remains a pressing issue, partic-
ularly with 41 mass shootings
occurring between Jan. 1 and
Jan. 26, according to national
data from the gun Violence
archive. the archive defines a
mass shooting as a minimum of
four people shot, either killed or
injured, excluding the shooter. 

waldstreicher has also pro-
posed the raise the age act of
2023, sB 86, which will also be
heard on Feb. 7. the bill would
prohibit individuals under 21
from possessing a rifle or shot-
gun, except under certain cir-
cumstances. it also would pro-
hibit selling, renting, or

transferring certain ammunition
to anyone under 21.

in the house, Del. J. sandy
Bartlett, D-anne arundel, pro-
posed hB 0003, which concerns
firearms surrendered under final
protective orders. this bill would
alter the purpose of the maryland
state Police gun center to in-
clude tracking, screening and
vetting of firearms surrendered
under final protective orders. it
would also require reporting the
number and type of firearms sur-
rendered, the jurisdictions, and
specific information regarding
the individual who surrendered
the weapon. it is pending.

washiNgtoN (Jan. 30, 2023)—u.s. sen-
ators chris Van hollen and Ben cardin (both
D-md.) joined senators Dianne Feinstein (D-
calif.), richard Blumenthal (D-conn.), and
chris murphy (D-conn.) in introducing a pair
of bills to protect communities from assault
weapons.

the assault weapons Ban would ban the
sale, transfer, manufacture and importation of
military-style assault weapons and high-capac-

ity magazines and other high-capacity ammu-
nition feeding devices. this includes the gun
used by a shooter on January 22 to kill 11 peo-
ple and injure 9 more at a lunar New year’s
celebration in monterey Park, california.

the age 21 act would raise the minimum
age to purchase assault weapons from 18 to
21, the same requirement that currently exists
in law for handguns.

“gun violence has traumatized our country

for far too long—including 50 mass shootings
just since the start of this year and the ongoing
toll of daily killings in our neighborhoods. in-
action is not an option. that’s why i joined
my colleagues to once again introduce a ban
on assault weapons—and why i’ll be fighting
to get it passed. this necessary legislation will
help keep weapons of war off our streets and
put a stop to this senseless violence,” said sen-
ator Van hollen.

Gun Control from A1

earlier this month, the living legacy Foun-
dation of maryland (the llF) and washington
regional transplant community (wrtc) merged
to become infinite legacy, one united organ pro-
curement organization (oPo) serving almost 10
million people in maryland, Northern Virginia and
washington, Dc. Both former organizations en-
tered the merger proactively last spring, with each
in a position of exceptional strength both clinically
and financially.

the merger comes as both former organizations,
as well as the u.s. organ donation system, saw
high-performing organ and tissue recovery num-

bers last year, including several records broken.
in 2022, infinite legacy staff recovered organs
from 323 deceased donor heroes and helped facil-
itate 904 transplants, which contributed to saving
the lives of 788 people. we are humbled to also
recognize an additional 77 ‘donors in spirit,’ people
who intended to be organ donors, however, for
various medical reasons, their organs were deemed
not viable or transplantable at the time of their
death.

in addition, infinite legacy staff facilitated
1,985 gifts from 1,037 eye and tissue donors, en-
hancing the lives of up to 77,775 people. these

patients received corneas to restore sight, skin to
heal burns, heart valves to repair defects, bones to
correct injuries and tendons/ligaments to restore
movement. staff also recovered and allocated 384
organs, eyes and tissues for vital medical research
and assisted with 47 living kidney donor surgeries
at local transplant centers. 

meanwhile, the u.s. exceeded 42,800 total or-
gan transplants performed in 2022, which included
over 25,000 kidney transplants and also record
numbers of liver, heart and lung transplants ac-
cording to the united Network for organ sharing.
additionally, almost 15,000 people became de-
ceased donors, the twelfth consecutive record-set-
ting year.

with the merger closing, infinite legacy real-
izes an exceptional opportunity to bring together
collective expertise, resources and offerings to
provide improved donation and transplant services
to the communities it serves. within our first two
weeks of being operational, our organization has
facilitated 46 recoveries of organ and tissue donors.

with more than 4,200 people in maryland,
Northern Virginia and Dc waiting for an organ
transplant, it’s imperative that we put ourselves in
a position where we can maximize the number of
lives we can save and improve through organ and

tissue recoveries. this merger accomplishes that.
we are proud of this new organization and are
looking forward to what we will achieve as infinite
legacy, giving life and restoring hope to those
desperately waiting for a lifesaving transplant and
honoring our donor heroes and their courageous
families.

infinite legacy is one of the nation’s 56 oPos
working in partnership with 68 hospitals and eight
transplant centers to decrease the number of pa-
tients waiting for an organ. we facilitate organ,
eye and tissue donation and educates people about
the critical importance of registering to be a donor
while honoring the legacy and generosity of donors
and providing care to their families.

i encourage you to get the facts about donation
and register at infinitelegacy.org. 

“Ron DeSantis has clearly demonstrated that
he wants to dictate whose story does and doesn’t
belong. He wants to control what our kids can
learn based on politics and not sound policy ...
He wants to say that I don’t belong.  He wants to
say that you don’t belong. Whose story does and
doesn’t get to count. But we are here to tell him,
we are America. Governor, Black history is Amer-
ican history, and you are on the wrong side of his-
tory.”

—Florida state rep. Fentrice Driskell

Bayard rustin, as most students of american
history now know, was one of the key organizers
of the 1963 march on washington for Jobs and
Freedom. it was rustin who introduced martin
luther King, Jr., to the gandhian tactics of non-
violent resistance that guided the civil rights

movement through the 1950s and 1960s.
Because rustin was a gay man at a time when

same-sex relationships were criminalized, he often
was forced to work from behind the scenes, al-
lowing others to take the credit for his achieve-
ments. For decades, his transformational influence
was downplayed and devalued. a warped history
of the movement was allowed to take shape, one
that historians only recently have begun to cor-
rect.

Florida governor ron Desantis wants to shove
the legacy of rustin and others like him back into
the shadows, perpetuating a warped history of the
nation.

Desantis’ reactionary move to ban an aP course
on african american studies is loosely based on
his opposition to what he calls critical race the-
ory, a legal concept taught in law schools and little

understood by the general public.  right-wing ac-
tivists and politicians like Desantis have co-opted
and corrupted the term to undermine any effort to
confront or even to acknowledge systemic racism.

as cNN political writer Brandon tensley
noted, “Because so many americans don’t know
what crt is, it’s the perfect tool for scaring white
conservative voters with made-up problems—for
mobilizing them against the racial awakening of
the past year.”

the course itself is organized into four major
units: origins of the african Diaspora, including
topics such as “the strength and reach of west
african empires” and “intercultural Forces in
african Kingdoms and city states;” Freedom,
slavery, and resistance, which covers the period
from the origins of the transatlantic slave trade to
abolition; the Practice of Freedom, focused on
african-american experiences since abolition in-
cluding reconstruction and the Negro renais-
sance, and movements and Debates, which exam-
ines the civil rights movement, Black feminism
and intersectionality, and the diversity within Black
communities.

Desantis’ feeble efforts to rationalize the ban
are so vague they are essentially meaningless. “in-
tersectionality is foundational to crt,” his De-
partment of education howled, without even at-
tempting to explain why either concept represents
a threat. his “concerns” reflect a profound igno-
rance—or deliberate misrepresentation—of both
the curriculum and the legal theory he claims to
oppose, but the ignorance is largely the point. the
ban, like the ludicrous stop woKe act that the
course allegedly violates, is less about the details

of a specific curriculum and almost entirely about
weaponizing white grievance and resistance to a
multicultural democracy.

Desantis has charted a course to the white
house that cuts straight through the swamp of
white supremacy.

after all, if white people experience “guilt, an-
guish or other forms of psychological distress” as
a result of acknowledging systemic racism, they
might be inspired to alleviate that distress by dis-
mantling systemic racism.  that’s a terrifying
prospect for people who are so accustomed to the
status quo that even the slightest effort to level
the playing field feels like an earth-shattering cat-
aclysm.

it’s impossible to know whether Desantis gen-
uinely shares that fear. But it’s undeniable he’s
eager to exploit it for political advantage. his op-
ponent in his first gubernatorial campaign fa-
mously remarked, “i’m not calling mr. Desantis
a racist.  i’m simply saying the racists believe he’s
a racist.”

three Florida students are poised to sue De-
santis if he does not lift the ban and allow the aP
african american studies to be taught in schools.
But because the college Board has agreed to revise
the course, it’s likely that future students will be
taught a watered-down curriculum that avoids the
harsh realities that cause “distress.”  this injustice
gives Desantis and his allies the power not only
to distort the past, but to shape a future where
structural inequalities persist and racism is allowed
to flourish. 

—January 26, 2023
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Van Hollen, Cardin Join in Introducing Bills to Protect Communities,
Schools From Assault Weapons
Assault Weapons Ban prohibits gun used in recent Monterey Park shooting



Dear EarthTalk: 
How are we going to deal
with all the waste when the
solar panels everyone is put-
ting up now wear out in
20–30 years?
—Paul B., chevy chase,

mD

when purchasing green alter-
natives for home power genera-
tion, there are many features that
the average consumer looks for.
most are hoping to find options
that are the most efficient, or the
lightest, or the most durable, but
what about the most recyclable? 

this question is often over-
looked when making such pur-
chases. unfortunately, ignoring
a product's life cycle can have
disastrous consequences, espe-
cially if reducing your environ-
mental footprint is a concern.

take solar panels, for exam-
ple. the average solar panel lasts
roughly 25 years, and the vast
majority of them were purchased
and put into use within the last
10 years. this means that within
the next 15 years, millions of re-
tired and broken solar panels will
be flooding landfills. a 2020
study out of the federally funded
National renewable energy
laboratory (Nrel) found that
as much as eight million tons of
solar modules could arrive in
landfills globally by 2030, and
by 2050 these solar panels could
make up to 10 percent of all e-
waste on the planet. 

to make matters worse, if the
waste isn’t disposed of properly,
it could cause problems for the
groundwater in its vicinity. solar
panels contain trace amounts of
toxic compounds, such as lead,

and a carcinogen known as cad-
mium telluride. if either of these
chemicals were to leach into a
freshwater source, the water
would become unsafe to use in
most capacities. 

although solar panels are re-
cyclable, there is little incentive
to do so. made from materials
such as aluminum, copper, sili-
con and glass, approximately 80-
85 percent of a solar panel can
be recycled; however, the process
would actually cost more than
the raw materials are worth. 

thankfully, the u.s. Depart-
ment of energy’s solar energy
technologies office has been
hard at work developing a com-
prehensive system for handling
and recycling solar panels. By
2030, they plan on reducing the
cost of solar panel recycling to
a mere $3 per panel. this reduc-

tion would actually make solar
panel recycling an economically
feasible venture!   

that said, there is still the op-
tion to rebuild new solar panels
from old ones. however, to ac-
complish this would require a di-
rect reuse of the materials recov-
ered. silicon, for example, can
be directly recycled back into so-

lar panels, or it can even be used
in the anodes of lithium-ion bat-
teries—the functional storage
unit of power generated through
the use of solar panels. 

But what about simply mak-
ing the solar panels greener? in-
stead of silicon solar panels
(what people normally buy),
there is another option available

known as sunflare thin-film so-
lar panels. the lightweight mod-
ules have a carbon footprint that
is 20 percent that of silicon, they
do not require toxic chemicals
such as lead, cadmium, hydro-
fluoric acid or hydrochloric acid
to produce, they require less wa-
ter, and are 80 percent less en-
ergy-intensive to make. they are
also paper-thin, require no sili-
con purification, no glass, and
no mounts, and are even more
efficient in low-light conditions!

CoNtACtS: solar Photo-
voltaic module recycling: 
a survey of u.s. Policies and 
initiatives, www.nrel.gov/docs/
fy21osti/74124.pdf; sunflare so-
lar, www.sunflaresolar.com.

Earthtalk® is produced by
roddy scheer & Doug moss for
the 501(c)3 nonprofit Earth-
talk. see more at
https://emagazine.com. to do-
nate, visit https//earthtalk.org.
send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

aNNaPolis, md. (Jan. 23, 2023)—today,
governor wes moore announced the latest
appointments to his administration’s exec-
utive staff including senior advisor, chief
data officer within the Department of in-
formation technology, director of schedul-
ing, and an expanded communications team. 

“i am confident that our administration
is building a team that is fiercely dedicated
to serving the people of maryland,” said
governor moore. “our executive staff is
dynamic and diverse; and together we will
take the bold steps needed to ensure that no
marylander is left behind.” 

Ned Miller 
Senior Advisor and Director of Public
Engagement

Ned miller most recently served as gov-
ernor moore and lieutenant governor
miller’s campaign manager during their suc-
cessful 2022 campaign. he previously man-
aged campaigns across the country, includ-
ing for former congresswoman abby
Finkenauer of iowa and congressman Jeff
Van Drew of New Jersey. he also managed
former New Jersey senate President steve
sweeney’s 2017 re-election campaign and
went on to serve in the New Jersey senate
majority office. since serving on President
obama’s re-election campaign in Florida,
miller has held various communications,
research and community organizing roles
on campaigns and in government. miller
received his Bachelor of arts in Political
science from gettysburg college.

Patrick McLoughlin
Chief Data officer 

Patrick mcloughlin is responsible for

the strategic direction of statewide data man-
agement, data sharing, and analytics prac-
tices across executive branch agencies. he
has 19 years of public and private sector
experience helping organizations advance
and maximize their use of data as a strategic
asset, collaborating with both executive
leadership and technical teams to meet or-
ganizational goals. Prior to joining the state
as chief Data officer, his recent roles in-
cluded Director of Data solutions at John-
son, mirmiran, & thompson, where he led
data strategy, data management, governance,
and analytics practices, and Director of
Business intelligence for the maryland De-
partment of information technology where
he led the Bi, analytics, and open data pro-
grams. Pat received his Bachelor of science
from salisbury university.

Arnelda Broadaway
Director of Scheduling

arnelda Broadaway has more than 20
years of experience in the hospitality indus-
try. in 2008, she left maryland to help re-
open and rebrand the popular Fontainebleau
miami Beach. she returned to maryland in
2013 to continue her hospitality sales career.
in 2021, she left hospitality to, in her own
words, “make a difference.” she began
working at the National governors associ-
ation as an events planner, where she effec-
tively engineered event and technology lo-
gistics for countless meetings, serving more
than 200 attendees catering to governors,
government officials, and external stake-
holders. she also orchestrated all depart-
ments—including marketing, sales, opera-
tions, technology, and events—to ensure
detailed execution in a timely manner.  

arnelda was born and raised in Prince
george’s county and is a graduate of suit-
land high school. she is a proud member

of Philos, an auxiliary organization of sigma
gamma rho sorority, inc.

communications team: the governor’s
communications team is led by David
turner, communications Director and sen-
ior advisor, and will include the following
staff: 

Maureen regan
Deputy Director of Communications 

maureen regan has served the state of
maryland for more than 10 years, most re-
cently as Director of communications with
the governor's coordinating offices. Prior
to joining the governor's office, she was
Deputy Director of communications with
the maryland Department of health, where
she led a number of special projects and
initiatives related to maryland's coViD-19
pandemic response, branding, web design,
communications strategy and data visuali-
zation. maureen received her Bachelor of
Fine arts from emerson college and is pur-
suing her master of Fine arts in integrated
Design at the university of Baltimore. 

Brittany Marshall 
Senior Press Secretary 

Brittany marshall is an emmy award-
winning producer and communicator. most
recently, she served as Press secretary for
former maryland lt. governor Boyd K.
rutherford. Prior to joining the lt. gover-
nor’s office, she was Director of media re-
lations for the maryland Department of
transportation maryland transit adminis-
tration. Brittany’s many years of journalism
experience spans from producer at wusa9
in washington D.c. to reporter and execu-
tive producer at wDVm-tV in hagerstown,
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE
Ask rusty:

About Difficulty With Social
Security’s Sign-in Process
By russell gloor, 
National social security advisor at the amac Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  last month i tried to contact social security who never
picked up a phone on their end. the same with the irs. when i
finally got through, they said i had to join iD.me before they could
help me. that took me over a week, and many applications and
rejects, to get through. the last step was holding up my social
security card and my driver’s license on a Zoom call to an iD.me
representative. i found this very peculiar—why do i have to go
through this place to get information from my government agencies?
Now i am receiving catalog offers to buy things from iD.me online.
i think this is very strange and out of line. how do i get unregistered
from this place? i am very afraid they will share my information
with the world. is this a government agency and why do we have to
register there, only to have offers to buy things? Signed: Frustrated
Senior

Dear Frustrated: many others have shared with us their frustration
when seeking enrollment in the federal government's newest
credential verification programs so, though i know it's no comfort,
you are not alone. 

social security has, since september 18, 2021, required all newly
created online accounts to use either iD.me or login.gov to authen-
ticate the user’s identity. “iD.me” is a private company contracted
by the government to ensure that you are who you say you are, thus
avoiding any fraudulent activities. login.gov is the government’s
own authentication program set up to allow access to multiple gov-
ernment agencies for the same purpose. the intent of both is to give
you one set of sign in credentials which can be used to access mul-
tiple government agencies, rather than a unique login procedure for
each agency. and, most importantly, the purpose is to protect you
from any fraudulent activities which could cause you financial harm.
rest assured that your personal information is safe using either of
these government-sponsored methods to verify your identity for
government business. 

those who have a “my social security” account set up before
september 2021 can still use their previous ssa-unique identity
verification method (a “2-factor iD process”) to access their “my
social security” online account. this method is as secure as the
newer methods but is only good for accessing your social security
account (not the irs or any other government agency). Nevertheless,
creating a new online social security account now requires you use
the government’s current identity verification methods—either iD.me
or login.gov. if you select iD.me (a private company) you do have
control over the type of communication you receive from them and
can opt out of receiving any offers for additional services. to do so,
it is basically a matter of signing into your iD.me account, accessing
your Profile, and selecting “unsubscribe all” in the Preferences
section. and in the meantime, you can also select “unsubscribe” at
the bottom of any promotional email you receive from iD.me. 

The 2.4 million member association of mature american citizens
[amac]www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting
and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the
Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

By carter elliott, iV
office of the Governor

Governor Moore Announces Additional Members
of Executive Staff  

Mountains of Solar Waste: 
What Can Be Done?

image creDit: Pexels.com.

We sure do love our solar panels, but in 10–20 years a lot of
them will be heading for landfills if we don’t figure out how to
recycle them. 

Earth
TALK™

NatioNal harBor, md. (Jan. 26,
2023)—National harbor and its
restaurant partners are kicking off
2023 with a celebration of food and
entertainment including specially-
priced prix fixe menus, cooking and
cocktail demonstrations from chefs
and bartenders at National harbor,
special offers with the capital wheel
and more!  Fooduary kicks off on
monday, February 6 and runs through
sunday, February 12 with more than
10 participating locations.

restaurants will offer pre fixe
menus including succotash, Bond 45,
Fiorella italian Kitchen & Pizzeria,
rosa mexicano, grace’s mandarin
and mason’s Famous lobster roll.
mgm National harbor’s restaurants
osteria costa, Diablo cantina and
taP sports Bar.

Bobby mcKey’s Dueling Piano

Bar is offering free general admission
for evening shows with proof of
restaurant week receipt. the capital
wheel, National harbor’s iconic 180-
foot observation wheel, will offer a
$10 ticket (does not include tax) when
presenting a Fooduary restaurant re-
ceipt at the ticket booth. the offer is
valid for up to four general admission
tickets. all promotions are valid dur-
ing Fooduary (Feb. 6–12) and may
not be combined with other offers.

National harbor fans are encour-
aged to visit the website 
www.nationalharbor.com/fooduary to
learn from chefs and bartenders where
they can view tricks of the trade and
sign-up for a class.

For more information on Food-
uary, visit
www.nationalharbor.com/fooduary,
additional details will be posted as
they become available. For more info
on National harbor, visit 
www.Nationalharbor.com.  

By VicKi BeNDure
National Harbor

National Harbor Hosts its Annual Fooduary Event
From February 6–12
A seven-day food and entertainment celebration at one of the DMV’s hottest destinations

PHoto CoUrtESy oF NAtIoNAL HArBor

Bond45 Chef pouring oil



currently known as Dc News Now. additionally, she is the recipient
of the PrNews top women in Public relations: rising star award.
her work at wusa9 earned her an emmy award for Best weekend
Newscast. 

Brittany received her bachelor’s degree from the Pennsylvania
state university and her master’s degree from the medill school of
Journalism at Northwestern university. she was raised in montgomery
county and currently lives in Prince george’s county. she is a proud
member of colorcomm (women of color in communications) and
Delta sigma theta sorority, inc. in addition, she works with journalism
students at her high school alma mater st. John’s college high school
in washington, D.c.

Carter Elliott, IV
Press Secretary 

carter elliott, iV served as governor moore’s communications
manager during his successful 2022 gubernatorial campaign. Prior to
this role, he served in the office of governor ralph s. Northam as
special assistant to the secretary of the commonwealth, press secretary
for alex lasry’s campaign for wisconsin senate, communications ad-
visor to the Democratic Party of Virginia, and as a political coordinator
for governor terry mcauliffe’s 2021 gubernatorial campaign. he has
also served as a communications associate for Pod 3 strategies and as
a policy associate for riverside strategies. carter was born and raised
in lynchburg, Virginia on his family’s dairy farm, seven oaks Farm.
he graduated from the university of lynchburg in 2019 with a Bachelor
of arts in Political science and history.
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPtISt

BAPtISt

UNItED MEtHoDISt

WEStPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHUrCH oN tHE rEACH For GoD”

9363 D’arcy road
upper marlboro, mD 

two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

rev. Dr. timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ArE WELCoME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

worD oF goD
commuNity

church
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston road Bladensburg, mD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is lord and King

stephen l. wright, sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland road
college Park, mD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

CoMMUNIty CHUrCH

UNItED MEtHoDISt

FIrSt BAPtISt CHUrCH
oF HIGHLAND PArK

BAPtISt

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church Directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
Prince george’s Post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff road landover, mD
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘woNDerFul weDNesDays
with Jesus’: 

12 noon (the Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & the Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, maryland 20745
sunday school 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.m.
worship service - 11:00 a.m.
wed. Prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 P.m.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  FhBc@verizon.net
Pastor:  rev. waymond B. Duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill road, landover, mD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
morning worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful thursdays 
Bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old marlboro Pike,
upper marlboro, mD

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

reverend twanda E. Prioleau, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Executive Staff from A5

let the multimedia specialists of
mDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call to-
Day at 855-721-mDDc, ext. 4 and
start seeing results Now!

let the multimedia specialists of
mDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the District of columbia,
Pg, montgomery, howard and
anne arundel counties. call today
at 855-721-mDDc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results Now.

Place a business card-sized ad in
the regional small Display adver-
tising Network! reach 1,000,000
readers with just one call, one
placement, and one bill in over 63
newspapers in maryland toDay!
get the reach and results for
just pennies on the dollar! call 855-
721-mDDc, ext. 4 or email kber-
rier@mddcpress.com.

increase the digital presence of your
business! contact mDDc ad serv-
ices to receive a Free Digital Foot-
print consultation for your business
from a toP PerFormiNg adver-
tising agency! call 855-721-mDDc,
ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

BUSINESS oPPortUNItIES

BUSINESS SErVICES

Prepare for power outages today
with a geNerac home standby
generator. $0 money Down + low
monthly Payment options. request
a Free Quote. call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

Dish Network. $64.99 for 190
channels! Blazing Fast internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
switch & get a Free $100 Visa
gift card. Free Voice remote.
Free hD DVr. Free streaming
on all Devices. call today! 1-855-
407-6870

DeNtal iNsuraNce from
Physicians mutual insurance com-
pany. coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. real dental insurance - Not
just a discount plan. Do not wait!
call now! get your Free Dental
information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 3 7 - 5 2 2 8
www.dental50plus.com/mDDc#62
58

BeautiFul Bath uPDates in
as little as oNe Day! superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFForDaBle Prices!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
call Now! 877-738-0991.

For SALE

HEALtH / MEDICAL SUPPLIES

HoME IMProVEMENt
SErVICES

CLASSIFIEDS

DoNate your car/trucK/rV
- lutheran mission society of mD
compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. tax deductible. mVa li-
censed #w1044. 410-228-8437
www.compassionPlace.org

PayiNg toP ca$h For meN's
sPort watches! rolex, Bre-
itling, omega, Patek Philippe,
heuer, Daytona, gmt, submariner
and speedmaster. call 844-506-
3622.

toP ca$h PaiD For olD gui-
tars! 1920-1980 gibson, martin,
Fender, gretsch, epiphone, guild,
mosrite, rickenbacker, Prairie state,
D'angelico, stromberg. and gibson
mandolins / Banjos. 888-491-4534

VEHICLES WANtED

WANtED to BUy or trADE

use happy Jack® skin Balm® on
cats & dogs to treat hot spots & skin
allergies without steroids!  at trac-
tor supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! coNNect with
the multimedia specialists of mDDc
ad services. expand your brand's
reach in our Bulk advertising Net-
work - call toDay! with one call,
one placement, one bill, you'll reach
over 1,000,000 readers in the entire
mid-atlantic region. call 855-721-
mDDc, ext. 4 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

let the multimedia specialists of
mDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call today
at 855-721-mDDc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results Now.

PEt SUPPLIES

SErVICES—MISCELLANEoUS

ruary 2, the winter chill will continue.  if the weather is cloudy and he
doesn’t see his shadow, we can expect warmer temperatures and early
spring.  

groundhog Day is a tradition to be cherished.  and yes, it is also a
film starring Bill murray.

Milestones
happy Birthday to adam cook, Feb. 5; Diane mccrone, Feb. 6;

theo carter, rita Beall and J.B. thomas, Feb. 7; Jesse ritter and my
great-granddaughter molly mchale, Feb. 8; conrad waby and mary
(stakem) crane, Feb. 9; alma richardson, Feb. 10; ginny call, Dawn
witherow and David chambers, Feb. 11.

Morningside from A2


