
waShInGton, d.c. (august 9, 2023)
—whether students are heading off to col-
lege for the first time or returning to cam-
pus, it’s important for parents to make sure
vehicles and other property are adequately
covered by insurance and that students
know how to guard against theft.

Review insurance coverage
dorm rooms can be a hot spot for

thieves. Just two roommates could have
thousands of dollars’ worth of electronics
alone―laptops, tablets, smartphones and
gaming systems―as well as other items
of value in their small living space.

“whether it is personal possessions or
a vehicle, college campuses present risks

that differ from home, so it’s important to
speak with your insurance provider to be
sure your student is properly protected and
covered if theft occurs,” said welaine
memenza, territory manager, retail In-
surance Sales, aaa club alliance.  

according to findings published in
June 2022 by the u.S. department of ed-
ucation there were 27,300 crimes on post-
secondary education campuses in 2019-
2020. of those reported crimes, 33% were
burglaries, 11% were motor vehicle thefts
and 3% were robberies. among the items
most stolen from college dorms are elec-
tronics, cash and credit/debit cards, bicy-
cles, textbooks, jewelry and clothing. 

memenza added that college students
living away from home should understand
they may have limited coverage under
their parents’ insurance policies. “before

leaving for college, students and their par-
ents should review their policies and
speak to their agents to see what risks and
liabilities are covered,” she said. 

homeowners and renters insurance
tips for students:
• If you live in a dorm, some personal

possessions may be covered under par-
ents’ homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance policies. expensive items, such
as electronics, may be subject to cov-
erage limits under a standard home-
owner’s policy and some states require
a special student endorsement. review
coverage with your agent before head-
ing to campus.

• If you live off-campus, purchase renter’s
insurance to protect you and your be-
longings. It can also protect you from
liability in the event someone is acci-
dentally injured on the property.

• leave valuables at home. while some
valuable items, such as laptops, are
needed on campus, items such as ex-
pensive jewelry is best left at home.

• create a “dorm inventory.” create a

detailed inventory of all items in your
dorm room. In the event you need to
file a claim, an up-to-date inventory
will make the process easier.

• Safeguard your items from theft. al-
ways lock your dorm room door and
never leave belongings unattended
on campus. the library, dining hall
and other public places are hot spots
for property theft on campus.

Auto insurance tips for students:
• coverage may depend on location. If

you bring a car to campus and remain
on your parents’ policy, coverage likely
still applies. If you attend an out-of-
state school, make sure your coverage
follows you. Students planning to stay
away from home year-round should
check with their agent to see if they are
still covered on their parents’ policy. 

• Guard against vehicle theft. never
leave your keys in your parked vehicle
and never leave it running with the
key in it. lock your car everywhere
you park it as well as locking door

upon entry. always park in a well-lit
area for both personal safety and theft
protection. Keep valuables stowed out
of sight.

Protect against identity theft
In addition to ensuring they don’t fall

prey to vehicle or property theft, aaa
has an additional reminder for college
students.

“Students can become targets for Id
theft because they don’t have much of a
transaction history, making it more diffi-
cult to identify unusual activity,” said
ragina cooper ali, public and Govern-
ment affairs manager, aaa mid-at-
lantic. “Scammers use both low- and
high-tech methods for stealing a student’s
personal information, from looking over
a victim’s shoulder to sending out bogus
credit card offers to stealing financial in-
formation on shopping sites.”

Id theft is the most common type of
reported fraud, making up about 24% of

Through August 18—Stuff the Bus
School Supply Drive

the department of public works &
transportation’s (dpw&t) annual “Stuff
the bus” school supply drive is underway
now through august 18.

residents can drop off school supplies
at the dpw&t office at 9400 peppercorn
place, largo, md 20774 from monday to
friday from 10 am to 2 pm.

Supply list: backpacks, plastic school
boxes, Glue sticks, #2 pencils, crayons,
Scissors, rulers, protractors, college ruled
notebook paper, three-inch, three-ring
binders, highlighters, composition books
(college ruled), blue and black ballpoint
pens, colored pencils, erasers, and uSb
flash/thumb drives.

August 18—Operation Backpack
“Stuff the Cruiser”

help kids in need succeed and get ready
for the new school year by coming out to
our first operation backpack® “Stuff the
cruiser” event! this event is brought to you
by Volunteers of america chesapeake &
carolinas, IKea college park, abc7 news
dc, f.h. furr and the prince George’s
county Sheriff’s office.

here is a list of items kids need the
most: backpacks (only clear backpacks
accepted for middle & high School stu-
dents); Spiral notebooks, composition
notebooks, two-pocket organizer folders,
three-ring binders, pencil cases, twelve-
inch rulers, five-inch safety scissors, #2
pencils, ballpoint pens, boxes of colored

markers, dry erase boards (8.5” x 11”),
dry erase markers, boxes of colored 
pencils, boxes of crayons, pencil sharp-
eners, easy twist-up glue sticks, high-
lighters, pink erasers, washable paint sets,
pads of drawing paper, hand sanitzer,
Small tissue packs, earphones/head-
phones, and flash drives

can’t attend? you can still make a differ-
ence! donate online at www.voachesapeake.
org/donate-backpack. you can also text
“school” to 243725 to donate by smartphone!

Operation Backpack® is Volunteers of Amer-
ica Chesapeake & Carolinas’ initiative to
fill in the gap for our region’s most vulnera-
ble children. From now through September
1, 2023, your donations will help us provide
backpacks, school supplies and funding for
academic enrichment to more than 3,000
homeless and underprivileged children in
Maryland, the District of Columbia and Vir-
ginia. To learn more, visit www.voachesa-
peake.org/backpack. For questions, please
contact us at contactus@voaches.org.

baltImore, md. (august 8, 2023)—mSac’s traditional arts
program, maryland traditions, has awarded $75,000 to artists in
the state through the folklife apprenticeship grant. the funding
supports the sharing of traditional arts skills from a master artist
to an apprentice artist during a one-year teaching period. fifteen
grants of $5,000 each have been awarded for the 2023–2024
granting period to the teams listed below, with master artists
named first:
• Samia ahmad (montgomery county) & nora ahsan 

(montgomery county): hindustani classical music
• christina allen (St. mary’s county) & abigail Greenwell 

(St. mary’s county): Kitchen gardening
• Kenneth allen (prince George’s county) & woyneab 

wondwossen (prince George’s county): ethiopian k’rar
• yara cordeiro (montgomery county) & michael rochon Jr.

(montgomery county): afro-brazilian capoeira
• pablo de oliveira (prince George’s county) & felipe de

almeida (montgomery county): brazilian choro music
• linda Goss (baltimore city) & patricia Smart (washington

county): black storytelling
• loretta Kelley (montgomery county) & laura hummel 

(carroll county): norwegian hardanger fiddle
• Kalin Kirilov (baltimore county) & yana Kirilova (baltimore

county): bulgarian folk music
• catherine lamont (montgomery county) & leó Qualls 

(baltimore county): hungarian folk dance
• Ọmọlará mccallister (baltimore city) & Savannah wade 

(baltimore city): afro-brazilian capoeira
• billy mccomiskey (baltimore county) & richard osban 

(baltimore city): Irish traditional music

• cathy Smith (baltimore city) & oreoluwa akinsanmi 
(baltimore city): yoruba masquerade costume design

• hess Stinson (Queen anne’s county) & elana casey 
(montgomery county): hoodoo healing

• pansay tayo (baltimore city) & toshima cook (anne arun-
del county): african-centered birthwork practices

• paula whaley (baltimore city) & danyett tucker (baltimore
county): doll making

The Maryland State Arts Council is committed to making sure all
Marylanders can access its programs and services. For grant appli-
cation assistance, please contact the appropriate Program Director.
Guests with further accessibility questions or who require accom-
modations may fill out the Accommodations Request Form or contact
the MSAC Office Secretary at msac.commerce@maryland.gov.
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MSAC Awards $75,000 in
Folklife Apprenticeships

Waldorf Native Serves Aboard 
U.S. Navy Warship in Pearl Harbor

petty officer 2nd class aaron young-oliveira,
a native of waldorf, maryland, is serving aboard
USS Chung-Hoon, a u.S. navy warship operat-
ing out of pearl harbor, hawaii.

Towns and Neighbors, page a2

California-Based Dynamic Artist Duo 
Create New Limited Edition Print at Pyra-
mid to be Released at Exhibition “SANA(A)”

Jessica Sabogal and Shanna Strauss arrive
at pyramid atlantic to create a collaborative
print at the exhibition opening on august 25.

Community, page a3

ChildWatch: “We Must Be the Examples”
“we must teach our children at every age

how we expect them to treat themselves and
others respectfully and fairly and then struggle
to model that behavior daily …”

Commentary, page a4

Applications Open for Second Round of 
Maryland Humanities’ Shine General 
Operating Support Grant Program

maryland humanities announces the second
round of ShIne general operating support to
humanities-focused maryland nonprofits.

Business and Finance, page a5

INSIDE

By preSS offIcer
Maryland State Arts Council

Support Local Students this
Back-to-School Season
Help Kids Start the New School Year with the Tools They Need to Succeed

photo by human beInG productIonS, courteSy of mSac

Apprentice Azaria Joseph (foreground, Baltimore City) dur-
ing a 2022–2023 Folklife Apprenticeship on crankie folk pup-
petry with master artist Katherine Fahey (Baltimore City). 

By raGIna alI
AAA Mid-Atlantic

AAA Checklist for College Students:
Insurance, ID Theft and Car Care
What to Know Before Heading to Campus

See CHECKLIST Page A4

Upper Marlboro Town
Administrator Snyder Accepts
Position as Town Manager with
Town of Berwyn Heights

upper marlboro, md. (au-
gust 10, 2023)—Kyle Snyder,
who has held several essential
roles with the town of upper
marlboro government over the
past eight years, announced that
he had accepted a new position
as town manager with the town
of berwyn heights in prince
George’s county. Snyder’s last
day with the town of upper
marlboro will be aug. 23, mayor
Sarah franklin announced to the
town residents at a special town
meeting held this past tuesday.

during his tenure with the
town of upper marlboro, Sny-
der served in multiple positions,
including deputy clerk, chief of
Staff to the mayor, and town ad-
ministrator when the position
was established in the charter in
2021. Snyder initially started his
career in municipal government
working part-time for the city of
Greenbelt and town of berwyn
heights while attending the uni-
versity of maryland. Snyder also
currently serves on the prince
George’s county fire commis-
sion, as well as the president of
the maryland city-county man-
agers association.

“to say we are sad to see Kyle
leave us is a huge understate-
ment,” mayor franklin said tues-
day. “during his distinguished
eight years of service with our
town, Kyle has  worked tirelessly
to modernize the town’s govern-
ment, expand access to grants, and
implement projects that the com-
munity previously had only
wished for.

“his dedication has led to
countless improvements including
downtown sidewalk improve-
ment, parking upgrades, revamp-
ing the town’s social media, an-
nexations, and the development
of new town parks including the
upper marlboro community
playground and the downtown
pocket park,” franklin said. “he
also worked to align the town’s
ordinances and processes with a
modern government structure in-

cluding the shift from three
elected officials to five.

“perhaps even more impor-
tantly, Kyle is known around town
for his kindness and willingness
to help,” franklin added. “I know
my fellow commissioners and I
piled a lot on Kyle’s plate during
our time working together, and
that’s because he is not only
knowledgeable and dependable,
he’s also great to work with, a total
team player, and incredibly self-
less. we will miss him greatly.”

Snyder said he was sad to be
leaving the town of upper marl-
boro but is excited to see the pos-
itive trajectory the town is on
for the future.

“I am grateful to the residents
and all of the elected officials of
the town for the opportunity to
serve the town for the past eight
years,” Snyder said. “I have
learned and grown much with the
town and will treasure the rela-
tionships and lessons learned for
the rest of my career. while I am
sad to be leaving, I am excited for
the track that the town is on for
future revitalization and growth.”

Snyder will start in his new
position with the town of berwyn
heights later this month.

the upper marlboro board of
town commissioners has al-
ready begun the search for a new
town administrator, with quali-
fied applicants required to submit
their cover letter and resumes to
the town by tuesday, Sept. 5,
2023, at 9 a.m.

The job anno uncement can
be found on the town website:
uppermarlboromd.gov/news.

By ray feldmann
Town of Upper Marlboro

photo of Kyle Snyder courteSy
of the town of upper marlboro



Waldorf Native Serves Aboard 
U.S. Navy Warship in Pearl Harbor
By JaSon waIte
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class, 
Navy Office of Community Outreach

pearl harbor, hI (august 1, 2023)—petty officer 2nd
class aaron young-oliveira, a native of waldorf, maryland, is
serving aboard USS Chung-Hoon, a u.S. navy warship operating
out of pearl harbor, hawaii.

young-oliveira, a 2019 graduate of north point high School,
joined the navy three years ago. “I joined the navy because I
needed a way to start a career,” said young-oliveira. “college
wasn’t really an option at that point in my life.”

today, young-oliveira relies upon skills and values similar to
those found in waldorf to succeed in the military.

“Growing up, my parents taught me that if I didn’t want to do
something more than once, that I needed to get it done right the
first time,” said young-oliveira. “this is big in the navy. Getting
it done right the first time is the expectation.”

USS Chung-Hoon is a guided-missile destroyer that provides
a wide range of warfighting capabilities. the destroyer is a multi-
mission ship that can operate independently or as part of a larger
group of ships at sea. the ship is equipped with tomahawk mis-
siles, torpedoes, guns and a phalanx close-in weapons system.

more than 300 sailors serve aboard uSS chung-hoon. their
jobs are highly specialized, requiring both dedication and skill.
the jobs range from maintaining engines to handling weaponry
along with a multitude of other assignments that keep the ship
mission-ready at all times, according to navy officials.

with 90 percent of global commerce traveling by sea and access
to the internet relying on the security of undersea fiber optic cables,
navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity of the
united States is directly linked to trained sailors and a strong navy.

“our mission remains timeless—to provide our fellow citizens
with nothing less than the very best navy: fully combat ready at
all times, focused on warfighting excellence, and committed to
superior leadership at every single level,” said adm. mike Gilday,
chief of naval operations. “this is our calling. and I cannot
imagine a calling more worthy.”

Serving in the navy
means young-oliveira is
part of a team that is taking
on new importance in
america’s focus on stren-
gthening alliances, modern-
izing capabilities, increas-
ing capacities and main-
taining military readiness in
support of the national de-
fense Strategy.

“the navy, along with
our allies, supports national
security by defending free-
dom, preserving economic
prosperity, and keeping the
seas open and free for coun-
tries around the world,” said
young-oliveira.

young-oliveira and the sailors they serve with have many oppor-
tunities to achieve accomplishments during their military service.

“my proudest accomplishment so far has been completing a
deployment,” said young-oliveira. “I never imagined myself in
that environment and what it would take to get there, so I’m
proud of myself for persevering through it.”

as young-oliveira and other sailors continue to train and per-
form missions, they take pride in serving their country in the
united States navy.

“Serving in the navy means I have the opportunity to protect
our nation,” said young-oliveira. “In return, the navy trains me
in a trade and offers free college. I’m here to build a career for
myself. If I want to stay in, I have that option. however, if I
don’t want to stay in, the navy has given me the skills to continue
building my career as a civilian.”

young-oliveira is grateful to others for helping make a navy
career possible.

“I’d like to thank my mom for supporting me, not only as a
kid but also while I was transitioning into the navy,” added
young-oliveira. “I also want to thank my dad for guiding me
into the navy, because lord knows he didn’t want me to join the
army. lastly, I want to thank my wife for supporting me and
pushing me to be better.”

Marietta House Museum presents: 
“Mindfulness at Marietta,” a Forest Bathing Series

relaxing afternoons engaged in history and nature through touch,
sight, and smell. upcoming “mindfulness at marietta” series events:
Touching History, Saturday, August 26 (rain date, august 27),

1:30 – 2:30 pm
An Eye on History, Saturday, September 30 (rain date, 

october 1), 1:30 – 2:30 pm
The Fragrance of History, Saturday, october 21 (rain date, 

october 22), 1:30 – 2:30 pm.

Please call 301-464-5291 or email mariettahouse@pgparks.com
to register. marietta house museum is located at 5626 bell Station
road, Glenn dale, md. 20769, and is a property of the mncppc.

mindfulness at marietta, a
forest bathing one-hour session
led by Susan west montgomery
who deepens the mindfulness
experience by layering the na-
ture-culture connection outdoors
on marietta house museum
grounds. forest bathing is based
on the Japanese practice of Shin-
rin-yoku. forest bathing has
been shown to provide tremen-

dous health benefits including
stress reduction and a greater
ability to concentrate. the ses-
sions are conducted in relative
quiet and are not strenuous; all
skill levels and most abilities can
be accommodated. 

recommended for ages 5 &
up. ages 16 and under must be
accompanied by an adult. $5/per-
son, children under 12 are free. 
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
In & Around Morningside-Skyline by mary mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

BULLDOG GOLF CLASSIC
Save the date, 12th annual bulldog Golf classic, the country

club at woodmore, ccwoodmore.com tuesday, october 10,
2023.  hosted by the bowie State university department of
athletics. for more information, contact Jennifer coke, execu-
tive director of athletic philanthropy: 301-860-4778. tourna-
ment day schedule:  7 a.m. registration, 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start.
the Golf clinic begins at 11 a.m. bulldog post-networking
event (after tournament ends).

early bird registration fees through September 1, 2023, are:
per foursome:  $700; per Golfer:  $200; per Golf clinic:  $100.
registration includes eighteen holes, greens fee and golf cart,
continental breakfast, lunch during tournament, post-networking,
gift bags, and much more.

not a golfer? not a problem. you can still participate and take
your game to the next level. all skill levels welcome. learn the
basics or refine your skills. taught by a woodmore Golf pro and
includes lunch.

do not miss your chance to play golf at the exclusive country
club at woodmore, an arnold palmer-designed 18-hole golf course
located in the charming woodmore community. maintained to
the highest standards, the golf course at woodmore has a distin-
guished reputation of being one of the area’s most challenging
and esteemed venues. your support matters. proceeds from the
bulldog Golf classic will support the bowie State university
athletics department’s goal of establishing an ongoing student
scholarship program. the athletics department is an auxiliary to
the university and is responsible for program fundraising.

about bSu athletics:  bowie State university is a member of
the central Intercollegiate athletic association (cIaa), an ncaa
division II conference of twelve historically african american
institutions. the bulldogs compete in five men’s sports, football,
cross country, indoor track and field, and outdoor track and field,
and eight women’s sports, basketball, softball, tennis, volleyball,
cross country, indoor track and field, outdoor track, and field.

Sponsorship opportunities: for more information on sup-
porting the bulldog Golf classic and Sponsorship opportunities,
contact: Jennifer coke, executive director of athletic philan-
thropy, jcoke@bowiestate.edu, 301-860-4778.  clyde doughty,
Vice president for Intercollegiate athletics and recreation
cdoughty@bowiestate.edu 301-860-3570. Sponsor today.  

FAREWELL CELEBRATION
a farewell celebration was held for nurbert and carol hughes

from clinton united methodist church, clinton, maryland to
alexandria chapel united methodist church, Indian head, mary-
land. congratulations. the order of events were welcome and in-
troduction, opening prayer and blessing of the food, lunch, trib-
utes/well wishes, acknowledgements, closing prayer. 

SAVE THE DATE
Save the date october 8–14 for umbc homecoming, the

return of events such as the bonfire, men’s and women’s Soccer
Games, GrIt-X, athletics hall of fame, carnival, puppy parade,
retriever 5K, and new alumni reunions and gatherings, including
a Greek alumni and friends party to conclude the celebration.
contact us at homecoming@umbc.edu if you have any questions.

ANNUAL AWARDS
annual awards, october 27 (in person and virtually). the

alumni association board of directors will honor umbc gradu-
ates and members of the community at the 3rd annual awards.
awardees will be honored in the outstanding Graduate categories
of social sciences, visual and performing arts, humanities, engi-
neering and informant technology, natural and mathematical sci-
ences, distinguished Service, young alumni rising Star, and out-
standing faculty and Staff. 

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY HOMECOMING
Save the date, brush off your black and Gold. meet us at

homecoming 2023. there is no place like home. october 7, 2023,
bowie State university bulldogs vs. Virginia State trojans. Kick-
off: 2 p.m. in the bulldog Stadium.

SALUTE THE SUNSET CONCERT SERIES
Saturday evenings throughout the summer are military band

nights at national harbor. bring a chair and enjoy an evening
with performing ensembles from a variety of united State military
bands at 7 p.m.

2023 MISSION NUTRITION
free fresh seasonal produce—monthly distribution at Gwynn

park high School: 2023 distribution Schedule:  august 15, Sep-
tember 19, october 17, november 21, december 19 from 4–6
p.m. please bring your own bags. Sponsored in partnership with
prince George’s county department of Social Services, capital
area food bank, and community Supply, Inc.

BILL PICKET RODEO
the bill picket rodeo will be held September 23, 2023, 1:30

p.m. at prince George’s equestrian center & Show place arena
—14900 pennsylvania avenue, upper marlboro, maryland 20772.
Visit the website. the bill pickett Invitational rodeo celebrates
and honor, black cowboys and cowgirls and their contributions
to building the west. they highlight the irrefutable global appeal
of black cowboys and cowgirls in the west and stories behind a
subculture that is still strong today. bpIr also serves as a cultural
event and opportunity for families to enjoy and embrace the cow-
boy culture, while being educated and entertained with reenact-
ments, historical highlights, and western adventure.

A WSSC Water Project is Coming to
Our Neighborhood

the broad creek basin Sewer rehabili-
tation project is underway and will eventu-
ally affect a number of homes in the morn-
ingside area. 

according to my letter from wSSc (you
probably got one, too), the work consists of
the “repair, rehabilitation or replacement of
sanitary main, sanitary laterals and manholes
in the road right of way.” It will replace/reha-
bilitate 3.16 miles of sewer pipes and approx-
imately 86 manholes and replace approxi-
mately 0.43 miles of individual sewer laterals
(the portion of the pipe connecting our main
to the on-property sewer service line).

design completion was scheduled for
this spring. estimated construction is due
to start this summer and the estimated con-
struction is expected to take two years.

Impacted in morningside are boxwood
dr., larkspur rd., maple rd., marianne dr.,
morgan rd., pickett ct., pickett dr., pine
Grove dr., poplar rd., randolph rd., and
Suitland rd. also, on the list—my street,
Skyline drive.

Some trees may be pruned or removed.
residents will be notified, and all that work
will be supervised by an urban forester from
wSSc. wSSc will provide residents at least
a 48-hour advance notification if there will
be parking restrictions.

wSSc will restore sidewalks, roadway
and landscaping within 90 days of construc-
tion completion.

(wSSc is now wSSc water. do you re-
member what it used to be? It was washing-
ton Suburban Sanitary commission. I tell
you this because the new practice of Id-ing
everything is with acronyms. I always want
to know what the letters stand for.) 

Town of Morningside: Back-to-School
mayor benn cann, Vice mayor brad

wade, council members John anthony,
Sharon fowler and todd mullins, clerk-
treasurer Karen rooker, and a morningside
police officer attended the 2023 maryland
municipal league conference in ocean
city June 25–28. 

morningside will host a back-to-School
event on friday, Sept. 15, 5:30–8:30 p.m.,
with an ice cream social and roller skating.
more details in next week’s column.

other upcoming events include hal-
loween, oct. 28; Senior holiday luncheon,
nov. 16; and breakfast with Santa, dec. 9.

the town meeting room is available for
rental. they have had everything from baby
showers to repasts there. they even hosted
a wedding. the calendar is now open until
december 31. call 301-736-2300.

Neighbors and Other Good People
the morningside police department has

commended corporal Vena mitchell as an
“outstanding officer” for his heroic bravery
and valor for the on-site apprehension of a
shooting suspect at a funeral procession on
Suitland road, June 6.  

lt. Gen. frank maxwell andrews, his pas-
sengers and crew, were remembered may 3
in Iceland, in commemoration of the crash
of his b-24 liberator bomber on mount
fagradalsfjall 80 years ago. an honor Guard
from Joint base andrews—which is named
for Gen. andrews—attended.

carol mccabe booker, of lusby, has a
new book out, The Waterman’s Widow, pub-
lished through new bay books. She has writ-
ten about a crime called the worst ever on
peaceful Solomons Island. Shortly after mid-
night September 13, 1900, an oysterman was
shot and mortally wounded as he lay in his
bed. within 48 hours, his wife of 24 years and
the mother of their five children, was accused
of his murder.  you can buy The Waterman’s
Widow through barnesandnoble.com, books-
a-million, amazon and others.

Changing Landscape
the house of Jerk, a Jamaican eatery, is

due to open soon in morningside, on Suitland
road. In preparation for the big opening,
they’ve resurfaced the driveway. this is an-
other new life for the place which first opened
about 50 years ago as tastee freez. I still miss
it; I liked that soft vanilla ice cream. I remem-
ber taking son John there many years ago to
celebrate his 16th birthday. after he finished
off his banana split, John applied for a job.
the manager said he had to be 16. John said
he was. the manager hired him on the spot.

I’ve been told that the temple hills Skate
palace has closed. again. I don’t know de-
tails and the closure is not reflected in the
Internet coverage.

a home at 4315 ridgecrest drive, in
Skyline, has just sold for $300,000.

Shawn Webb, Enjoyed Being 
Santa Claus

Shawn michael webb, 64, of camp
Springs, a graduate of Staunton military

academy, class of 1976, died may 30.
he’s survived by his mother, christina

webb, and siblings tom, devin and amy
webb, nieces and nephews.

from his obit: “Shawn had a passion for
giving and was always there for his loved
ones, from playing Santa claus and singing
karaoke, to watching nascar, baseball and
football, and spending time at the marlboro
moose club with friends, especially his spe-
cial girl, Sandy.”

a memorial service was held for him au-
gust 5 at his parish, St. philip the apostle,
in camp Springs.

Donald Cooke, Gwynn Park Teacher
donald lee cooke, 89, for years a much-

loved horticulture teacher at Gwynn park
high School, died July 24. 

don grew up on the family farm in upper
marlboro, son of harold and ursula cooke.
he attended Sasscer high School where he
met, and later married, lois rush. he cher-
ished the friendships he made during those
sweet high school years and always remained
close with his fellow graduates. 

as a horticulture teacher at Gwynn park
high, he raised beautiful poinsettias in prepa-
ration for christmas each year. he also
taught drivers ed to thousands of prince
George’s county students. he enjoyed living
in the chesapeake bay region, playing poker
with family and friends, making visits to the
Shenandoah mountains, and family vaca-
tions to ocean city and deep creek lake.

he is predeceased by his wife of 57
years, lois, and his three brothers, harold,
Samuel and alfred cooke. Survivors include
his daughters, Susan ballinger and nancy
Stillwell, grand- and great-grandchildren.
Services were at lee funeral home calvert.
Interment will be private.  

Milestones
happy birthday to fr. patrick lewis and

melody barnes, aug. 20; austin michael
fowler and denise mchale, aug. 21: wayne
anderson, barbara phipps and Gavin
michael Glaubitz, aug. 22; Shelly Sansbury
and Joseph r. maiden, Jr., aug. 23; and edith
hull who turns 88 on aug. 26. 

a bittersweet reminder of my son brian
who would have turned 66 on august 25.
he died of brain cancer on april 11, 2006. 

happy 20th anniversary to my wonderful
next-door neighbors, John and Stacie Smith,
on august 23. photo by maSS communIcatIon 

SpecIalISt 1St claSS anna-lIeSa huSSey,
naVy offIce of communIty outreach



(Statepoint) as students return to classrooms, doctors say that it’s important to
ensure that children are up-to-date with routine childhood vaccinations.“the
evidence around vaccinations is abundantly clear; they’re safe, effective and
will help protect you, your loved ones and your community from preventable
diseases. If you have questions about vaccines, their safety, or effectiveness,
please speak to your physician. we are here for you, eager to answer your
questions, and ensure your family is protected,” says Jesse m. ehrenfeld,
m.d., m.p.h., president of the american medical association (ama).

In an effort to promote a safer, healthier school year for everyone, the ama
is sharing these vaccine facts and insights:

• Vaccines are safe, effective and save lives. routine childhood immunization
is highly effective at preventing disease over a lifetime, reducing the incidence
of all targeted diseases, including measles, mumps, rubella, polio and chicken-
pox. for the u.S. population in 2019, vaccines prevented more than 24 million
cases of disease.

• the benefits of vaccines can be quantified. according to the centers for
disease control and prevention (cdc), vaccination of children born between
1994 and 2021 will prevent 472 million illnesses, almost 30 million hospital-
izations and more than 1 million deaths, saving nearly $2.2 trillion in total so-
cietal costs, including $479 billion in direct costs.

• Vaccination rates have
fallen. even before the rise in
vaccine misinformation and
disinformation associated with
the coVId-19 pandemic, vac-
cine hesitancy was increasing,
elevating the risk of community
outbreaks, which put under-and
unvaccinated children at risk
for serious illnesses, like
measles. according to a mid-
January 2023 report from the
cdc, vaccination coverage de-
creased in most states for all
vaccines among kindergarten-
ers for the 2021-22 school year
when compared with the pre-

vious school year, which was already below pre-pandemic levels.
• Speak to your child’s physician. with increased misinformation around

vaccinations, it is critical that you seek out reliable, evidence-based sources
for information. these sources may begin with websites like getvaccinean-
swers.org, but they should also include your child’s physician.

physicians can also answer questions on the new monoclonal antibody ther-
apy, nirsevimab, available for infants and children under the age of 19 months,
for the prevention of rSV disease.

• don’t let cost be a barrier. programs like Vaccines for children (Vfc) are
federally funded to provide no-cost vaccinations to children whose families
otherwise could not afford them. parents can learn more by contacting their
state or local health department.

“make an annual well-child visit and immunizations a part of your house-
hold’s back-to-school routine,” says dr. ehrenfeld. “doing so will protect you
and your family from a number of preventable illnesses. It’s something I do
for my own children, and I urge you to do so, too.”

(family features) whether you’re
dreading hectic school-day schedules or
excited for kids to be back in the class-
room, most parents agree the transition
back to school can be a stressful time.

change can be trying for kids and
adults, but it doesn’t have to be if you
tackle the season a little at a time –
mentally, emotionally and logistically.

consider these five school-readiness
tips from Kindercare experts to help
parents ease the jitters, prepare for
school days and set goals to help ensure
their children have great years.

1. ease into school-year routines.
many children thrive on routines. prep
for the transition to a school-day sched-
ule as early as possible by slowly mov-
ing your children’s bedtimes up a little
each evening. you should also establish
school-year breakfast, lunch and dinner
routines to help children adjust to regu-
lar mealtimes.

2.take a trial run and figure out
what hiccups need addressing. ask
your children’s school if you can take
an after-hours tour to increase famil-
iarity and practice your routine. ac-
cording to Kindercare’s parent confi-
dence report, 61% of parents believe

being a parent means constantly think-
ing about child care gaps, so now is
the time to make before- and after-
school care arrangements and discuss
them with your children. help ease
their nerves by making sure they prac-
tice the little things like opening and
closing lunchboxes, water bottles and
backpacks, and finding their drop off
and pick up locations then adjust as
needed to make sure they feel confi-
dent in each of the tasks.

3. Start back-to-school conversations
at home. children sometimes experi-
ence big feelings, and they may not
know how to explain what they’re ex-
periencing. whether it’s excitement, jit-
ters or anxiety around the unknown,
having open conversations at home
about school can give children a com-
fortable space to share what they feel
and help quell their nerves. this is also
a good time to gently remind your chil-
dren about kindness and acceptance of
others. during the school year, monitor
your children’s behavior to better un-
derstand how they may be feeling.

4. build strong home and school
partnerships. one of the best things
you can do for your children is give

them the resources they need for suc-
cess then support them along the way.
one way to do this is by building part-
nerships with your children’s teachers
to create a strong foundation for the
entire school year. whether it’s joining
the local parent group at school, down-
loading a classroom app, following
your children’s school social media
pages or sending an informal “getting
to know you” email to your children’s
tea chers, consistent and effective com-
munication is often beneficial when
you face challenges or have questions
down the road.

5. Set school-year goals. these
don’t have to be formal; they can be
impactful and fun, too. this may help
your children understand what they’re
working toward. maybe they want to
try a new sport or learn a musical in-
strument. maybe they would like to
increase their math competencies by a
letter grade or demonstrate more pa-
tience while learning new things. make
a mental note to continuously revisit
these goals throughout the year to cel-
ebrate progress and growth. watch for
ways you can help them accomplish
these objectives with support from
counselors, coaches and instructors as
well as at home.

for more tips to help ensure a
smooth back-to-school transition, visit
kindercare.com.

hyattSVIlle, md. (august 2, 2023)—california-based artists
Jessica Sabogal and Shanna Strauss arrive at pyramid the first week
in august to create a collaborative print in its screenprinting studio
and printshop through the new denbo publishing residency pro-
gram at pyramid.

the new print will be released on august 25th at the exhibition
opening of Sana(a), where Jessica and Shanna debut not only
the new work but also their six-year collaboration as life partners
and artistic duo. together, they meticulously hand-print their indi-
vidual and collaborative works on paper, encompassing an array
of techniques, including photopolymer gravure, screenprint, and
relief printmaking.

the public opening for Sana(a) takes place on Friday, August
25 from 6:30–8:30 p.m. (free, rSVp required). the exhibition runs
through September 24, 2023 in pyramid’s helen c. frederick
Gallery. Gallery hours are wed–thurs., 10–8 p.m. and fri–Sun,
10–6 p.m. pyramid is located at 4318 Gallatin Street, hyattsville
maryland 20781. for more information and an rSVp link, visit 
pyramidatlantic.org or call 301-608-9101.

Jessica and Shanna’s residency marks the return of this type
of publishing program after a near 20-year hiatus. when thinking
of whom pyramid wanted to invite to this program that has a
legacy of working with artists such as hung liu and william
christenberry, the nominating committee created a short list of
artists around the country who would be exciting additions to
pyramid’s collection of work made in its studios. Jessica and
Shanna quickly rose to the top due to their lusciously crafted
prints and powerful content.

“we are thrilled to be invited together as a collaborative duo,”
shared Jessica and Shanna. “typical formats for invitations, resi-
dencies, and awards usually cater to individual artists. however,
being tanzanian-american and colombian-american respectively,
we have often encountered invitations specifically designated for
black artists or latinx artists, which would only accommodate one
of us. therefore, we are incredibly excited about the opportunity
to participate in a residency at pyramid that breaks away from tra-
ditional models and embraces collaborative efforts like ours.”

the theme at the heart of
Sana(a) is the healing of
wounds, explored within var-
ious dimensions. through
Jessica and Shanna’s own
personal journeys and their
connections with other queer
and trans women of color,
both living and departed, they
investigate how we mend in-
dividual, collective, and so-
cietal wounds, caused by
grief, family dynamics, invis-
ible labor, and migration.

the title of the exhibition
itself carries a profound sig-
nificance, blending the
artists’ cultural backgrounds.
“Sana” translates as a com-
pelling command to “heal”
in Spanish, while “sanaa”
embodies the essence of
“art” in Kiswahili, weaving together the roots of Jessica’s colombian
background and Shanna’s tanzanian heritage. they interweave ele-
ments of these legacies within their work by incorporating symbols,
patterns and artifacts from their respective motherlands.

Sana(a) visually represents the artists’ dedication to depicting
women of color existence, voices, tenderness, care-taking, and
spaces–not as subjects, rather as centers. each piece they create is
a celebration of our differences and a symbol of our liberation.

Sana(a) will bring approximately 20 prints together at pyramid
and include the new print hot off the press.

Jessica and Shanna’s collective studio is called taller Sanaa,
(ta - yer San- ar). Jessica is a cuir colombian-american mu-
ralistx from San francisco whose large-scale public artworks at-
tempt to document and disrupt. Shanna is tanzanian-american
mixed media artist whose work centers on honoring and uplifting
the oral traditions and stories of black women, Indigenous women,
and women of color. together, their practice draws inspiration,
connection, and influence from contemporary political and social

movements. their collaborative discipline is committed to uplifting
the sacredness of women, people of color, the disabled, queer and
trans folks, immigrants and the undocumented, and indigenous
peoples, whom history perpetually renders as less than human. for
the past six years, they have cultivated a new visual practice, en-
compassing muralism, printmaking, community engagement, and
public art.

their work has been collected and exhibited by various institu-
tions including the national portrait Gallery, the montreal museum
of fine arts, the phI foundation, the library of congress, the
obama foundation Inaugural Summit, and Galería de la raza. to-
gether, they have been commissioned by the california endowment,
the university of california, San francisco, and the euphrat mu-
seum to create public art installations. notably, they have also re-
ceived several awards including the Kala art Institute fellowship,
women’s Studio workshop Studio residency Grant, and the Inca-
hoots full-Grant residency. they reside together in oakland, cal-
ifornia/huchiun, unceded ohlone territory.

the denbo publishing residency relaunches a print publishing
program at pyramid that has been on hiatus for nearly 20 years.
the residency invites artists to pyramid’s studios to work with
staff on an edition of work in print form. the edition (number of
prints) produced is split 50/50 between the artist(s) and pyramid.
pyramid’s current collection of work made by this type of residency
includes prints, pulp paintings, and artist made books created and
acquired between 1981 and 2007. many of the artists who partic-
ipated in the residency have since achieved greater prominence
and influence, including Joyce J. Scott, william christenberry,
miriam Schapiro, and hung liu. pyramid is excited to add Jessica
and Shanna’s new work to this history and hopes to host artists
annually through this program.

the denbo publishing residency is made possible in part by
support from the family of artist beverly denbo. pyramid is also
grateful to landex development, which operates miXt food hall,
artisan 4100 and Studio 3807 in brentwood, for providing housing
during the artists’ stay in the Gateway arts district.

Founded in 1981, pyramid atlantic is a nonprofit contemporary art
center fostering the creative disciplines of papermaking, printmaking,
and book arts within a collaborative community. We equip, educate,
and exhibit in our historic Hyattsville home. Our vision is to create
an artistic hub in Hyattsville that inspires and enables local, national,
and international artists to create and innovate in our core disciplines;
elevates the local arts and small business scene; and enhances the
quality of life for artists and neighbors. We value artistic excellence,
infrastructure for artists, hands-on experiences, and collaboration.
pyramidatlanticartcenter.org
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By Kate taylor daVIS
Pyramid Atlantic

California-Based Dynamic Artist Duo
Create New Limited Edition Print at Pyramid
to be Released at Exhibition “SANA(A)”
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L-R: Artists Jessica Sabogal and
Shanna Strauss

5 Tips to Set Your Kids Up for
Back-to-School Success

How to Help Keep Your Child Safe and
Healthy This School Year
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American Medical Association President
Jesse M. Ehrenfeld, M.D., and his 
son Ethan.
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“He could, on any given day, advise the likes of
Nelson Mandela, field a call from a U.S. senator,
write a brief for a client, meet with students
over a late lunch, chair a board meeting for a
nonprofit, pray over the telephone with a mem-
ber of his church, make a pro bono court ap-
pearance, edit a chapter for an upcoming book,
have an early dinner with a community leader
and finish the evening by moderating a Massa-
chusetts gubernatorial debate.”

—harvard law professor 
Ronald S. Sullivan Jr 

the 1921 tulsa massacre stands as one
of the worst acts of racial terrorism in the
united States since the abolition of slavery. 

but it had nearly faded from history un-
til 2003, when the late charles J. ogletree,
Jr., filed suit on behalf of the victims and
their survivors. 

ogletree passed away last week at the age
of 70, but the fight for justice in tulsa lives

on. on the day he died, a group of survivors
and descendants asked the oklahoma Supreme
court to reinstate their most recent lawsuit,
which a lower court dismissed last month. 

the case ogletree launched two decades
ago ignited a larger debate about the legacy
of slavery and segregation and how the na-
tion should make reparations. 

It was my privilege to know and collaborate
often over the years with “tree,” as he was
called. we shared the stage for many forums,
debates, and panel discussions, and he con-
tributed his invaluable insights to several na-
tional urban league conferences. 

It’s hard to overstate his influence on civil
rights and criminal justice, both as a brilliant,
dynamic trial attorney, legal scholar, and har-
vard law professor. his greatest influence, how-
ever, may be his mentorship of the young stu-
dents who developed into the next generation
of leaders—among them the first black u.S.
president, the first black first lady, and the

first black woman Supreme court justice. 
as a harvard law student, president

obama frequently attended ogletree’s Sat-
urday School, a forum to support black stu-
dents and examine critical issues of justice,
race, and equity. 

ogletree first came to national attention
when he represented anita hill as she testi-
fied to the Senate Judiciary committee in
1991 about the sexual harassment she expe-
rienced while working with Supreme court
nominee clarence thomas. he represented
other famous clients but continued to serve
the poor and marginalized people who suf-
fered most from racial discrimination and
bias in the criminal justice system. 

his argument before the Supreme court
in 1990 led to a unanimous decision that
Georgia prosecutors had violated the rights
of black man, convicted by an all-white jury
and sentenced to death, by striking 90% of
the black potential jurors. 

even as his light began to fade with the
diagnosis of early-onset alzheimer’s disease
in 2015, he continued to uplift those around
him by speaking out to destigmatize the con-
dition and allay people’s fears. 

ogletree was a rare soul who left a pro-
found impact on the nation, his profession,
the institution he served with his whole heart
for 35 years, and every individual whose life
he touched. we grieve his passing and extend
our deepest sympathy to his family and the
many friends and students who loved him. 

—August 10, 2023
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when our children see the news right now,
what are they thinking? we are at a moment
where adults everywhere are reminded once
again that we must all continue to strive to
be the examples we want our children to em-
ulate. we must teach them to value the truth
and to know right from wrong. we cannot
depend on anyone else.

I believe all great faiths, history, moral de-
cency, and common sense beckon us anew to
examine as individuals and as a people what
we are to live by and teach our children by pre-
cept and example. I urge adults in america of
all races, faiths, and political persuasions to
make a difference by teaching our children to
love themselves and others as God loves us.
we must teach our children at every age how
we expect them to treat themselves and others
respectfully and fairly and then struggle to
model that behavior daily no matter what peo-
ple in power, public figures, or role models are
doing or how often we fail to meet our own
standards, get up, and try again.

to our children, I hope they will make a
difference as they grow by being courageous,
aiming high, and holding on to ideals of mu-
tual respect; by caring and serving; by being

honest and telling the truth; by persevering
and not giving up no matter how difficult the
challenge; by being determined and resource-
ful; by being grateful for the gift and wonders
of life; by working together with others; by
being compassionate and kind; by being non-
violent and working for justice and peace in
their communities, nation, and world; and by
being faithful and struggling for what they
believe.

the arc of the moral universe is long, but it
still bends towards justice. It is so important
for adults not to let ourselves off the hook or to
become apathetic or cynical by telling ourselves
that nothing we do can make a difference. every
day, light your small candle. It just might be
the one that sparks the movement to save our
children’s and our nation’s future.

lord, you told us, “blessed are the poor 
in spirit.”

the world says, “blessed are those high 
on spirits.”

you said, “blessed are those who mourn.”
the world says, “blessed are those who

maim and torture.”

you said, “blessed are the meek.”
the world says, “blessed are the arrogant

and the strong.”

you said, “blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness.”

the world says, “blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for fleeting power 
and fame.”

you said, “blessed are the merciful.”
the world says, “blessed are the merce-

nary and punitive.”

you said, “blessed are the pure in heart.”
the world says, “blessed are the hard 

of heart.”

you said, “blessed are the peacemakers.”
the world says, “blessed are 

the weaponmakers.”

you said, “blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake.”

the world says, “blessed are those 
who persecute for the sake of riches
and race.”

you said, “blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil about you falsely on
my account.”

the world says, “blessed are you when
people applaud you and praise you for
your own sake.”

help us, lord, to find our way to you.

—August 4, 2023
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all fraud complaints. college-
bound students can help guard
against identity theft by following
these tips: 
• monitor your credit. aaa pro-

vides protectmyId®, the ex-
perian Identity theft protec-
tion service, as a free benefit
to all members. Set up credit
card and financial alerts and
track your credit score.

• Guard your numbers. provide
personal information, such as
pIns or Social Security num-
bers, only when absolutely nec-
essary. avoid carrying your so-
cial security card and driver’s
license together and refuse to
lend your atm or credit card
to anyone.

• choose strong passwords. using
a “passphrase” can be more se-
cure than a single password. use
two-factor authentication if
available. be sure to use differ-
ent pass-phrases for different ac-
counts or sites.

• use caution with mailed docu-
ments. mailboxes for dormito-
ries and campus-area apart-
ments may not be secure. for
important transactions that
could include personal infor-

mation, use a permanent ad-
dress such as your parents’
home or get a post office box.

• be sure online payments are
secure. avoid using public wi-
fi when making an online pay-
ment or purchase. not only
does this increase the risk of
your confidential information
being stolen, but it potentially
enables malware to be put on
your computer.

• be careful on social media. be-
coming too comfortable with
social media platforms may
cause you to give away too
much information in your
posts, making it easier for
thieves to guess your pass-
words or answer security ques-
tions. Set profiles to private
and only accept friend requests
from people you know

.
Keeping up on 
vehicle maintenance

In addition to reviewing insur-
ance coverage, parents with stu-
dents heading to college should
also address the important subject
of vehicle maintenance and repair.

“frequently, a teen’s vehicle is
maintained by parents while living
at home, and lessons on proper car
care are only discussed briefly,”

said ali. “before heading to cam-
pus, it is vital that college students
fully understand how to independ-
ently address their vehicle’s routine
maintenance needs.”

aaa offers these vehicle car
care tips for parents and college-
bound students:
• find a trusted repair facility

near college for routine or un-
expected repairs. aaa.com/
repair provides a list of aaa-
approved auto repair facilities
across the country. Keep the
contact information handy.

• perform regularly scheduled
maintenance. parents should re-
view the vehicle owner’s man-
ual with the student, explain the
recommended maintenance
schedule and coordinate
planned service. be sure the ve-
hicle is serviced before taking
it to school.

• prepare for roadside emergen-
cies. parents can provide their
student with a aaa member-
ship (can often be added to par-
ent’s membership at no or very
low cost) to provide peace-of-
mind in case of a dead battery,
flat tire or other problem. aaa
membership services are avail-
able to members no matter
whose vehicle they are in―

theirs or a friend’s.
• Keep an emergency kit in the

vehicle. be sure it is well-
stocked with a flashlight and
extra batteries, jumper cables,
first-aid kit, basic tool kit and
bottled water. In winter, add a
small snow shovel, warm
clothes, ice scraper/snow brush,
flares or reflective triangles and
something for traction such as
coarse kitty litter or sand. 

AAA provides automotive, travel,
and insurance services to more than
63 million members nationwide,
nearly 90,000 members in Washing-
ton, D.C. and more than 1,000,000
members in Maryland.  AAA advo-
cates for the safety and mobility of
its members and has been commit-
ted to outstanding road service for
more than 100 years. AAA is a non-
stock, membership corporation
working on behalf of motorists, who
can map a route, access a COVID
travel restriction map, find local gas
prices and electric vehicle charging
stations, discover discounts, book a
hotel, and track their roadside as-
sistance service with the AAA Mo-
bile app (AAA.com/mobile) for
iPhone, iPad and Android.  For
more information on joining or re-
newing a Membership, visit
www.AAA.com.

Checklist from A1

waShInGton, d.c. (august 10, 2023)—congressman Steny
h. hoyer (md), chair of the regional leadership council, re-
leased the following statement today marking one year since the
Sergeant first class heath robinson honoring our promise to
address comprehensive toxics (pact) act was signed into law:

“today marks one year since president Joe biden signed
the Sergeant first class heath robinson honoring our promise
to address comprehensive toxics (pact) act into law—the
largest expansion of Veterans’ benefits in decades, impacting
about one in every five Veterans. thanks to this historic law,
millions of Veterans who were exposed to dangerous toxins—
from agent orange in Vietnam to toxic burn pits in Iraq and
afghanistan—while serving in uniform will have greater access
to the lifesaving care they deserve. for too long, our service
members have put their lives at risk to defend our nation and
returned home with a greater risk of cancer, respiratory diseases,
and other harmful conditions because of these toxins. the pact
act ensures that these courageous men and women won’t have
to navigate a web of red tape to receive treatment and other
benefits. Just as our Veterans made a commitment to serve our
nation, our nation has a responsibility to serve them long after
they take off the uniform.

“I was pleased to bring the pact act to the house floor as
majority leader last congress and to pass this legislation on a
bipartisan basis. now, I am proud to play a leading role in the
implementation of this transformative law as chair of the re-
gional leadership council. earlier this Summer, the regional
leadership council met with Va Secretary denis mcdonough
to discuss outreach efforts related to the pact act. Indeed, this
law is already making a difference in the lives of numerous Vet-
erans across the country. In the past year since the pact act’s
enactment, more than 660,000 Veterans have applied for pact
act-related benefits, 4.1 million Veterans have received free toxic
exposure screenings, more than 287,000 Veterans have enrolled
in Va health care, over 350,000 Veterans have already received
expanded benefits, and nearly 3.5 million Veterans are eligible
for the benefits they earned through their service.

“the regional leadership council and I are hard at work to
ensure that eligible Veterans take advantage of these new pact
act resources. there is no deadline to apply for benefits, and
just this morning, the Va extended the deadline for Veterans and
survivors to apply for pact act benefits backdated a full year,
to this upcoming monday, august 14. I encourage all our Veterans
to visit Va.Gov/pact to take advantage of all that the pact
act has to offer.”

By preSS offIcer
Office of Congressman Steny H. Hoyer

Hoyer Statement on the
One Year Anniversary of
the PACT Act

Proudly Serving Prince George’s County Since 1932



waShInGton, d.c. (august 10,
2023)—u.S. Senators ben cardin
and chris Van hollen and con-
gressmen Steny h. hoyer, dutch
ruppersberger, John Sarbanes,
Kweisi mfume, Jamie raskin,
david trone and Glenn Ivey 
(all d-md.) today announced
$6,514,533 in u.S. department of
homeland Security’s federal emer-
gency management agency fund-
ing to help strengthen maryland’s
cybersecurity infrastructure.

the federal funding, awarded to
the maryland department of emer-
gency management, comes through
the fy 2023 State and local cyber-
security Grant program (SlcGp)
which helps state, local and territo-
rial (Stl) governments manage and

reduce systemic cyber risk.
“Increased cyberattacks on

maryland’s schools, hospitals and
state and local government agencies
have exposed our residents’ personal
information and threatened our na-
tional security. the need for strong,
secure cybersecurity infrastructure
is greater than ever,” said the law-
makers. “this funding will help ad-
dress vulnerabilities within our cy-
bersecurity infrastructure to both
better defend against attacks and
prevent attacks before they happen.”

the SlcGp, made available by
the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs act, enables the department
of homeland Security to make tar-
geted cybersecurity investments in
Slt government agencies and im-
prove the security and resilience
of critical infrastructure including
technology, equipment, training
and planning activities.

State and local cybersecurity
Grant program applicants are 
encouraged to complete the
Grants.gov application no later
than seven days before the october
6, 2023, deadline. additional 
information can be found at
www.cisa.gov/state-and-local-
cybersecurity-grant-program.

baltImore, md. (august 2, 2023)—
maryland humanities announces the
second round of ShIne (Strengthening
the humanities Investment in nonprofits
for equity) general operating support to
humanities-focused maryland nonprof-
its. this round, the organization will dis-
tribute a total of $950,000 in general op-
erating support grants, thanks to the
State of maryland, via maryland histor-
ical trust. applications are currently
open: they close September 1. 

previously known as ShIne
(Strengthening the humanities Invest-
ment in nonprofits for equity) Grant
program, maryland humanities has re-
named it the marilyn hatza memorial
ShIne Grant program after the organi-
zation’s late director of Grants and
community engagement. 

“honoring marilyn’s legacy in our
grants program and our racial equity
work felt important. I am so thankful
that we are able to name ShIne, a pro-
gram she imagined during the pandemic,
after her.” says lindsey baker, execu-
tive director of maryland humanities.

full guidelines and eligibility require-
ments are available on the maryland hu-
manities website; the application tem-
plate and scoring rubric will be released
at the end of the month. these grants
provide full flexibility to nonprofits, al-

lowing them to determine where funds
are most needed. General operating ex-
penses include salaries, rent, utilities,
supplies, equipment, programs, and
other expenses. 

eligible nonprofit organizations will
offer humanities programming as a sig-
nificant part of their mission with an an-
nual budget of up to $500,000. they in-
clude but are not limited to: museums,
historic sites, preservation and historical
societies, and community or cultural or-
ganizations. ninety-five eligible non-
profits in maryland will receive grants
of $10,000 each. 

“I am thrilled that maryland human-
ities is able to launch the second round
of our ShIne funding,” says baker.
“lowering barriers and providing fund-
ing in a more equitable way to organi-
zations statewide remains a goal for us
and the marilyn hatza memorial ShIne
Gant program allows us to work towards
those goals.”

Keith Stone, Vice chair of the board
of directors and Grants committee chair
at maryland humanities, says, “we be-
lieve that the shift to general operating
support will allow maryland humanities
to build deeper, stronger relationships
with our partners, each of which will fo-
cus on providing quality humanities pro-
gramming to marylanders.”

running the hatza ShIne Grants
program will be emily ross, maryland
humanities’ new program officer for
Grants. ross joined the staff last month
and recently graduated from the uni-
versity of maryland, baltimore, earning
her master of Social work. during her
studies, she conducted social research
at the urban Institute and worked with
the baltimore Symphony orchestra de-
signing programs for orchKids. prior
to that, emily worked as a museum ed-
ucator for six years at institutions such
as the massachusetts museum of con-
temporary art and the fralin museum
of art.

these grants are funded by the State
of maryland via the maryland historical
trust. learn more about our ShIne
Grants, eligibility, and deadlines on the
website, www.mdhumanities.org/grants.
for questions, contact ross at eross@
mdhumanities.org.

maryland humanities creates and sup-
ports bold experiences that explore and
elevate our shared stories to connect peo-
ple, enhance lives, and enrich communi-
ties. For more information, visit www.md-
humanities.org. Maryland Humanities is
generously supported by the National En-
dowment for the Humanities; the State of
Maryland; the Citizens of Baltimore
County; private foundations; corpora-
tions; small businesses; and individual
donors. Connect with Maryland Humani-
ties on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
YouTube.
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By Sarah weISSman
Maryland Humanities

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
Applications Open for
Maryland Humanities’
SHINE General Operating
Support Grant Program

By preSS offIcer
Office of Senator Ben Cardin

Maryland Delegation
Announces Over 
$6.5 Million to
Enhance State, 
Local Cybersecurity
Infrastructure
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Ask Rusty:

Why is Social Security
Withholding My
Monthly Payments?
By ruSSell Gloor, 
national Social Security advisor at the amac
foundation,the non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  I have been working since I started
collecting Social Security when I turned 62. last
year I was apparently overpaid because of my
job. I made $37,000 and now the Social Security
administration says I owe them $8,800 dollars
because I made too much, and they have
withheld my $2000 monthly SS payment. I am
close to the maximum allowable again already
this year. So, I am looking at quitting my job so
I don’t go over, but they are holding my
payments so then I would have no money. any
help would be appreciated. 

Signed: Frustrated by Social Security

Dear Frustrated:you are being affected by So-
cial Security’s “earnings test” which applies to
everyone who collects early Social Security and
also works before reaching their full retirement
age (fra). If your earned income exceeds the
annual limit (which was $19,560 for 2022), So-
cial Security will withhold $1 in benefits for
every $2 you are over the limit. If you earned
$37,000 in 2022 you were more than $17,000
over the limit and owe half of that back to Social
Security. they usually recover what you owe by
withholding your future benefit payments, so
they won’t pay you benefits until they have re-
covered that $8,800, after which your benefits
will resume—but only for a while.

If you are working full time and also collect-
ing early Social Security benefits, the earnings
test lasts until you reach your full retirement age,
which for you is 66 years and 8 months. the
earnings limit goes up a bit each year—for 2023
it is $21,240—but if you continue to work full
time, you’ll receive another overpayment notice
and have more benefits withheld. a better ap-
proach might be to contact Social Security in
advance and tell them what your 2023 earnings
are expected to be, thus permitting them to sus-
pend your benefits in advance and avoid over-

paying you. I’m afraid there is no way around
this—collecting early benefits while working
full time means the “earnings test” will affect
your benefit payments.

the “good news” in all of this is that when
you reach your full retirement age, you will get
time-credit for all months your benefits were
withheld. by that I mean they will, at your
fra, recalculate your benefit entitlement as
though you had claimed later (later by the num-
ber of months you had benefits withheld),
which will result in a higher monthly payment
after your fra. In that way, you may eventually
recover some or all of the benefits withheld by
receiving a higher monthly amount for the rest
of your life, starting at your full retirement age.

I suggest you contact Social Security at
1.800.772.1213 (or at your local office) and tell
them you want to provide them with an estimate
of your 2023 earnings because you are working
and collecting early Social Security benefits.
they will work with you to suspend your bene-
fits for an appropriate number of (additional)
months to avoid another overpayment situation.
note, you’ll likely need to do this each year you
continue to work full time, until the year you
reach your full retirement age when the earnings
limit more than doubles. the earnings limit goes
away when you reach your full retirement age.

The 2.4 million member association of mature
american citizens [amac]www.amac.us is a vi-
brant, vital senior advocacy organization that takes
its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action
is a non-profit, non-partisan organization repre-
senting the membership in our nation’s capital and
in local Congressional Districts throughout the
country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.Amac-
Foundation.org) is the Association’s non-profit or-
ganization, dedicated to supporting and educating
America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on
the Association members’ behalf, protecting their
interests and offering a practical insight on how to
best solve the problems they face today. Live long
and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/ join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and
does not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

The Prince George’s Post
Subscribe Today! Call 301-627-0900 or email bboice@pgpost.com
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

word of God
communIty

church
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston road bladensburg, md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ Is lord and King

Stephen l. wright, Sr., pastor

5018 lakeland road
college park, md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
prince George’s post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our directory.

%
call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff road landover, md
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘wonderful wedneSdayS
wIth JeSuS’: 

12 noon (the power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.m.
worship Service - 11:00 a.m.
wed. prayer Service & bible

Study - 7:00 p.m.
office (301) 839-1166
fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  fhbc@verizon.net
pastor:  rev. waymond b. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill road, landover, md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
morning worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful thursdays 
bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old marlboro pike,
upper marlboro, md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. King, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

THIS COULD BE
YOUR AD!

Call today for a quote. 
301-627-0900 

let the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call to-
day at 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 and
start seeing results now!

Increase the digital presence of your
business! contact mddc ad Serv-
ices to receive a free digital foot-
print consultation for your business
from a top performInG adver-
tising agency! call 855-721-mddc,
ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com.

prepare for power outages today
with a Generac home standby
generator. $0 money down + low
monthly payment options. request
a free Quote. call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

dISh network. $64.99 for 190 chan-
nels! blazing fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a free $100 Visa Gift card.
free Voice remote. free hd
dVr. free Streaming on all 
devices. call today! 1-855-407-6870

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR SALE

free high speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program for
recipients of select programs incl.
medicaid, Snap, housing assistance,
wIc, Veterans pension, Survivor ben-
efits, lifeline, tribal. 15 Gb internet
service. bonus offer: android tablet
free with one-time $20 copay. free
shipping & handling. call maxsip
telecom today! 1-888-592-5957

beautIful bath updateS in
as little as one day! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
affordable prIceS!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
call now! 877-738-0991. 

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet
bills? physicians mutual Insu-
rance company has pet coverage
that can help! call 1-888-928-1656
to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

Call 301-627-0900 to Subscribe
to The Prince George’s Post!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CLASSIFIEDS

ing network - call today! with
one call, one placement, one bill,
you’ll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire mid-atlantic region.
call 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet
bills? physicians mutual Insu-
rance company has pet coverage
that can help! call 1-888-928-1656
to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

donate your car/trucK/rV
- lutheran mission Society of md
compassion place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. tax deductible. mVa li-
censed #w1044. 410-228-8437
www.compassionplace.org

VEHICLES WANTED

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet
bills? physicians mutual Insu-
rance company has pet coverage
that can help! call 1-888-928-1656
to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

dental InSurance from physi-
cians mutual Insurance company.
coverage for 350 plus procedures.
real dental insurance - not just a 
discount plan. do not wait! call now!
Get your free dental Inform-
ation Kit with all the details! 1-855-
337-5228 www.dental50plus.com/
mddc#6258

let the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. call today
at 855-721-mddc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results now.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! connect with
the multimedia Specialists of
mddc ad Services. expand your
brand’s reach in our bulk advertis-

SERVICES

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

WESTPHALIA
Christian 

Community Church
“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 d’arcy road
upper marlboro, md 

Worship Service:
9 a.m.

(301) 735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

FREE PET SUPPLIES SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS


